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Under a solemn sense of duty to my unhappy country, and to the 
brave Boldiers who fought under mo, as well as to myself, the following 
pages have been written, 

"When the question of practical secession from the United States 
arose, as a citizen of the State of Virginia, and a member of the Con- 
vention called by the authority of the Legislature of that State, I opposed 
secession with all the ability I possessed, with the hope that the horrors 
of civil war might he averted, and that a returning sense of duty and 
J t nth p t fth m f tl l>;orthem States, would induce 

th m t p t th ht f th p pie of the South. While some 
N th m p 1 1 d d t wh bae^uendy took rank among the 

mt upl dl tr enemies, and now hold me to 

b t t d b 1 p ly nd edulously justifying and encour- 

agmg secession, I was laboring honestly and earnestly to preserve the 
Union. 

As a member of the Virginia Convention, I voted against the ordi- 
nance of secession on its passage by that body, with the hope that, even 
then, the collision of arms might be avoided, and some satisfactory adjust- 
ment arrived at. The adoption of that ordinance wrung from me bitter 
tears of grief ; but I at onee recognized my duty to abide the decision 
of my native State, and to defend her soil against invasion. Any 
scruples which I have entertained as to the right of secession, were 
soon dispelled by the mad, wicked, and un constitutional measures of the 
authorities at Washington, and the frenzied clamour of the people of the 
North for war upon their former brethren of the South. I then, and 
ever since have, regarded Abraham Lincoln, hia counsellors and sup- 
porters, as the real traitors who had overthrown the constitution and 
government of the United States, and established in lieu thereof an 
odious despotism ; and this opinion I entered on the journal of the Cob'i 
vention when I signed the ordinance of secession. I recognized this 



right of reBiBtance and revolution as exercised by our fathers in 177G, 
and, without cavil aa to the name by which it was called, I entered the 
mihtarj service of my State, willingly, cheerfully, and zealously. 

When the State of Virginia became one of the Confederate States, 
and her troops were turned over to tho Confederate Government, I 
embraced the cause of the whole Confederacy with equal ardor, and 
continued in the service, with the determination to devote all the energy 
and talent I possessed to the common defanee. I fought through the 
entire war, without once regretting the course I had pursued ; with an 
abiding faith in the justice of our cause ; and I never saw the moment 
when I would have been willing to consent to any compromise or settle- 
ment short of the absolute independence of my country. 

It was my fortune to participate in most of the great military opera^ 
ationa in which the army in Virginia was engaged, both before and after 
General Lee assumed the command. In the last year of this moment- 
ous struggle, I commanded, at different times, a division and two corps 
of General Lee's Army, in the campaign from the Eapidan to Jamea 
River, and, subsequently, a separate force which marched into Mary- 
land, threatened Washington City, and then went through an eventful 
campaign in the Valley of Virginia. No detailed reports of the opera- 
tions of these different commands were made before the close of the 
war, and the campaign in Maryland and the Valley of Virginia has 
been the subject of much comment and misapprehension. I have now 
written a narrative of the operations of all my commands during the 
closing year of the war, and lay it before the world as a contribution to 
the history of our great struggle for independence. In giving that 
narrative, I have made such statements of the poaitiona and atrength of 
the opposing forces in Virginia, and such reference to their general 
operations, aa were necessary to enable the reader to understand it; but 
I do not pretend to detail the operations of other commanders. 

I have not found it necessary to be guilty of the injustice of attempt- 
ing to pull down the reputation of any of my fellow- officers, in order to 
buiJd np my own. My operations and my campaign stand on their own 
merits, whatever they may be. Nor in anything I may have found it 
necessary to say in regard to the conduct of my troops, do I wish to 
be understood as, in any way, decrying the soldiers who constituted the 
rank and file of my commands. I believe that the wotld haeWt^i^J^'^ 
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produced a body of men superior in conrage, patriotism and endurance, 
to the private soldiera of the Confederate armies. I have repeatedly 
Been those eoldiers aubmit, with cheerfulness, to privations and hard- 
ships which would appear to be almost incredible ; and the wild cheera 
of our brave men (which were ao different from the studied hurrahs of 
the YanteeB), when their thin lines sent hack opposing hosts of Federal 
troops, ataggeringj reeling, and flying, have often thi'illed every fibre in 
my heart. I have aecn, with my own eyes, ragged, barefooted and 
hungry Confederate soldiers perform deeds, which, if performed in days 
of yore by mailed warriors in glittering armor, would have inspired the 
Larp of the minstrel and the pen of the poet. 

I do not aspire to the character of a historian, hut, having been a 
witness of and participator in great events, I have given a statement of 
what I saw and did, for the nse of the future historian. Without break- 
ing the thread of my narrative, as it proceeds, I have given, in notes, 
commenta on some of the errors and inconsistencies committed by the 
commander of the Federal army. General Grant, and the Federal Secre- 
tary of War, Mr, Stanton, in their reports made since the close of the 
war; a!ao some instances of cruelty and hai-barity committed by the 
Federal commanders, which were brought to my immediate attention, 
as well as some other matters of interest 

As was to hare been expected, our enemies have flooded the press 
with sketches and histories, ia which all the appliances of a meretriciona 
literature have been made use of to glorify their own cause and it? sup- 
porters, and to blacken ours. Bat some Southern writers also, who 
preferred the pen to the sword or musket, have not been able to resist 
the temptation to rush into print ; and, accordingly, carping criticisms 
have been written by the light of after events, and even h'stor'e of the 
war, attempted by persons who imagined that the 1 st n tnes of thmr 
vision was enhanced hy distance from the scene ot confi t and an 
exemption from the disturbing element s of whiatlingbul! ts anl L irating 
ahella. Perhaps other writers of the same class maj f How nd various 
speculations be indulged in, as to the causes of our disasters. As for 
myself, I have not undertaken to speculate as to the causes of our failure, 
as I have seen abundant reason for it in the tremendous odds bronghf 
against ua. Having had some means of judging, I will, however, say i 



respective spheres, did all for the success of our cause which it was pos- 
sible for mortal men to do ; and it is a great privilege and comfort for 
me so to believe, and to have been able to bring with me into exile a 
profound love and veneration for those great men. 

In regard ix> my own services, all I have to say is, that I have the 
conciousnesa of having done my duty to my country, to the very best of 
my ability, and whatever may be my fate, I would not exchange that 
consciousness for untold millions. I have come into esile rather than 
snbmit to the yoke of the oppressors of my country ; but I have never 
thought of attributing aught of blame or censure to those true men who, 
after having nobly done their duty in the dreadful struggle through 
which wo passed, now that it has gone against us, remain to share the 
misfortunes of their people ; and to aid and comfort them in their trials ; 
on the contrary, I appreciate and honour their motives. I have not 
sought refuge in another land from insensibility to the wi-ongs and 
sufferings of my own conntry ; but I feel deeply and continually for 
them, and could my life secure the redemption of that country, as it has 
been often risked, so now it would be as freely given for that object. 

There were men bom and nurtured in the Southern States, and some 
of them in my own State, who took sides with our enemies, and aided 
ia desolating and humiliating the land of their own birth, and of the 
graves of their ancestors. Somn of them rose to high positions in fha 
United States Army, and others to high civil positions. I envy them 
not their dearly bought prosperity. I bad rather be the humblest^ pri- 
vate soldier who fonght in the ranks of the Confederate Army, and now, 
maimed and disabled, hobbles on his crutches from house to house, to 
receive his daily bread from the hands of the grateful women for whose 
homes he fought, than the highest of those renegades and traitors. Let 
them enjoy the advantages of their present positions as best they may ! 
for the deep and bitter execrations of an entire people now attend 
them, and an immortality of infamy awaits them. As for all the ene- 
mies who have overrun or aided in overrunning my country, there is a 
wide and impassable gulf between us, in which I see the blood of 
slaughtered friends, comrades, and countrymen, which alt the 
waters in the firmament above and the seas beneath cannot wash away. 
Those enemies have undertaken to render our cause odious and infamous ; 
and among other atrocities committed by them in the effort to do so, an 



humble subordinate, poor Wirz, has been Eeleoled as a victim to a fiend- 
ish spirit, and basely murdered under aa executive edict, founded on 
the sentence of a vindictive and illegal tribunal. Let them continue 
this system ! tbey are but erecting monuments to their own eternal dis- 
honor, and furnishing finger posts to guide the historian in his re- 
searches. They may employ the infamous Holt, with his '' Bureau of 
Military Justice," to sacrifice other victims on the altars of their Satred, 
and provost marshals, and agents of the '■ Freedmen's Buveau " may 
riot in all the license of petty tyranny, but our enemies can no more 
control the verdict of impartial ^history than they can escape that doom 
which awaits them at the final judgment. 

During the war slavery vras used aa a catch-word to arouse the pas- 
sions of a fanatical mob, aad to some extent the prejudices of the civi- 
lized world were excited against us ; but the war was not made on our 
part for slavery. High dignitaries in both church and state in Old 
England, and Puritans in New England, had paiticipated ia the profits 
of a trade by which the ignorant and barbarous natives of Africa were 
brought from that country and sold into slavery iu the American 
colonies. The generation in the Southp-rn States which defended their 
country in the late war, found amongst them, in a civillz(;d and chris- 
tianized condition, 4,000,000 of the descendants of those degraded 
Africans. The Almighty Creator of the universe had stamped them 
indelibly with a different color and an inferior physical and mental or- 
ganization. He had not done this from mere caprice or whim, but for 
wise purposes. An amalgamation of the races was in contravention of 
His designs, or He would not have made tbem so diffdrent. This im- 
mense number of people could not have been transported back to the- 
wilds from which their ancestors w ere taken, or if they could have 
been it would have resulted in their relapse into b&rbari.-m. Reason, 
common sense, true humanity to the black, as well as safety to the 
white raee, reciuired that the inferior race should be kept in a state of 
subordination. The condition of domestic slavery, as it existed in the 
South, had not only resulted in a great improvement ia the moral and 
physical condition of the negro race, but had furnished a class of 
laborers as happy and contented as any in tiie world, if not more so. 
Their labor had not only developed the immense resources of the im- 
mediate country m which they were located, but was the mainsonrce of ■ 
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the great proeperity of the United States, and funiiahed tlte means for 
tlie emplojment of millions of the working classes in other countries. 
Nevertheless, the struggle made by the people of the South was not for 
the institution of alavnty, but for the inestimable right of "elf mvera 
meat, against the domination ofaf If l!Nh d 

slavery was the mere occasion of h 1 1 pm f 1 

between the two sections. The righ f If I h 1 

and slavery violently abolished. F m 11 f hi k h h 

been thrown on their own resource d d 1 p 

into barbarism ; and inconceivable m h b 1 d t 

white race. 

The civilized world will find, too late, that its philanthropy has been 
all false, and its religion all wrong ou this subject; and the people of 
the United States will find that, nnder the pretence of " saving the life 
of the nation, and upholding the oldflog," they havesurrenderod their own 
liberties into the Lands of that worst of all tyrants, a body of senseless 
fanatics. 

When the passions and infatuations of the day shall have been dis- 
sipated by time, and all the results of the late war shall have passed into 
irrevocable history, the future chronicler of thai history will hare a 
raoat important duty to perform, and posterity while poring over its 
pages will be lost in wonder at the follies and crimes committed in this 
generation. 

My narrative is now given to the public, and the sole merit I claim 
for it is that of truthfulness. In writing it I" have received material 
aid from an accurate diary kept by Lieut. William W. Old, aid to Maj. 
Gen. Edward Johnson, who was with me during the civmpaign in Mary, 
land and the Shenandoah Valley until the 13lh August, 1864, and the 
copious notes of Captain J. Hotchkiss, who acted as Topographical 
Engineer for the 2d corps and the Army of the Valley District, and 
recorded the events of each day, from the opeuing of the campaign ou 
the Rapidan in May, 1864, until the affair at Waynesboro in March, 
1865. 

J. A, EARLY. 
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CAMPAIGN IN VIRGINIA 



RAPIDAN TO JAMES RIVER. 



INTRODUCTION. 



On the 3d of May, 1S64, the positions of the Confederate Army un- 
der General Lee, and the Federal Army under Lieutenaat General 
Grant, in Virginia, were as follows : General Lee held the southern 
bank of the Rap'idan river, in Orange county, with hia right resting near 
the mouth of Miue Run, and his left extending to Liberty Mills on the 
road from Gordonsville (via Madison Court House) to the Shenandoah 
Valley; while the crossings of the river on the right, and the roads on 
the left were watched by cavalry: Swell's corps was on the right, Hill's 
on the left, and two diTisions of Longstreet's corps were encamped in 
the rear, near Gordonsville. Grant's army (composed of the Army of 
the Potomac under Meade and the 9tli corps under Buroside) occupied 
the north banks of the Rapidan and Robinson rivers ; the main body 
beiag encamped in Culpepper county, and on the Rappahannock river. 

I am satisfied that General Lee's army did not. exceed 50,000 effective 
men of all arms. The report of the Federal Secretary of War, Stanton, 
shows that the "available force present for duly, May 1, 1S64," in 
Grant's army, was 141,166, to wit: In tho Army of thoPotomrc 120,- 
386, and iu the 9th corps 20,780. The draft in the United States was 
being energetically enforced, and the volunteering had been Sf^t^yjlp 
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stimulated by high bountieB. The Northwestern States had tendered 
large bodies of troops to serve one hundred daye, in order to relieve 
other troopa on garrison and local duty, and this enabled Grant to 
put in the field a large number of troops which had been employed 
on that kind of duty. It was known that he was receiving heavy 
reinforcemeuta up tothe very time of hia movement on the 4tb of May, 
and afterwards ; bo that the statement of bis force ott the 1st of May, 
by Stanton, does not cover the whole force with which he com- 
menced the campaign. Moreover, Secretary Stanton's report shows 
that there were, in the Department of Washington and the Middle 
Department, 47,751 available men for diitj-, the chief pai-t of which, 
he says, was called to the front after the campaign began, " in order 
to repair the losses of the Army of the Potomac ;" and Grant saya that 
at Spottsylvania Court House, "the 13tb, 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 
18th of May, were consumed in manceuvring and awaiting the ar- 
rival of reinforcements from Washington." TTis army, therdfore, must 
have numbered very nearly, if not c[uite, ::iUO,000 men, before a junc- 
tion was effected with Butler. 

On tlie 4th of May, it was discovered that Gra.ii's army was mov- 
ing towards Gei-niana Ford on the Rapidan, which was ten or 
twelve miles from our right. This movement had begun on the 
night of the 3d, and the enemy sncceecled in seizing the ford, and effect- 
ing a crossing, as the river was guarded at that point by only a small 
cavalry picket. The direct road from Germana Ford to Richmond 
passes by Spottsylvania Court House, and when Grant had effected his 
crossing, he was nearer to Richmond than General Lee was. From 
Orange Court Houfc, near which were General Lee's headqurters, 
there are two nearly parallel roads ninuing eastwardly to Fredericks- 
burg— the one wtich is nearest to the river being called " The Old 
Stone Pike," and tie other '• The I'lank Road." The road from Ger- 
mana Ford to Spottsylvania Court House ci-ossea the Old Stone Pike 
at the "Old Wilderness Tavern," and two or three miles furlher on, it 
crosses the Plank Road. 

As soon as it was f^eertained that Grant's movement was a serious 
one prepai-ations were made to meet him, and the troops of General 
Lee's army were put in motion— Ewell's corps moving on the old Stone 
Pike, and Hill's corps on the Plank Road ; into which latter road Long 
sti'eet's force also came from his camp near GordonsviUe. 

Ewell's corps, to which my division belonged, crossed Mine Rhu and 
encamped at Locust Grove, four miles beyond, on the afternoon of the 
4th. When the rest of the corpa moved, my division and Eameeur's 
brigade of Bodes' division were left to watch the fords of the Rapidan, 
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until relieved by cavalry. As soon as tliis was done, I moved to the 
position occupied by tlie reat of the corps,' carrying Eamseur with me, 
EweU's corpa contained three divisions of infantry, to-wit : Joha- 
Bon's, Rodes' and my own (Early's). At this time one of my brigades 
{Hoke's) was absent, having been with Hoke in Korth Carolina ; and I 
had only three present, to-wit : Hays', Pegram's and Gordon's. One 
of Rodes' brigndes (R. D, J(flmston'a) was at, Hanover Junction. I 
had about 4000 muskets for duty; Johnson about the same number, 
and llodes (including Johnston's brigade) about 6000. 
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BATTLES OF THE WILDERNESS. 

opHRA-rioxs OF earlt's division. 

On the morriing of tlie 5ih, Ewell's corps was put in motion, my di- 
vision bringing up tlie rear. A short distance from the Old Wilderness 
Tavern, and just in advance of the place where a road diverges to the 
left from the old Stone Pike to the GBrmana Ford Road tliu enemy in 
heavy force, was encounteitd and Jonea hrLgadt ot Johnsons divi 
Bioii, and Eattk '<, of Eodes diMsion were dm en back, m some 
confusion. My dmsion was oidered vip and formed icross the 
pike; G-ordou's brigade hemg on the right of the roil Ihis bii 
gade, as soon aa it wis brou,^ht into line wis ordered inward 
and advanced thiough a dense pine th cket m gillant style In 
conjunction with Dan els Doles and Rimneur s bngades of Rodes 
division, it drove the enemy bick with heavy loss enptunng several 
hundred prisoners and gaining a commanding position on the right. 
Johnson, at llie same time, was heavily engaged in his front ; his divi- 
sion being on the left of the pike, and extending across the road to the 
Germaua Ford Road, which has been mentioned. After the enemy had 
been reiinlsed, Hays' brigade was sent to Johnson's left, in order to 
participate in a forward movement; and it did move forward eomc half 
a mile or so, encountering the enemy in foi-ce; but from some mistake, 
not meeting with (he expected co-operation, except from one regiment of 
Jones' brigade {the 25tb Va,,) the most of which was captured, it was 
drawn back to Johnson's line, and took position on his left. 

Pegram's brigade was subsequently sent to take position on Hays' 
left; and just before night a very heavy attack was made on its front, 
which was repulsed with aevere loss to the enemy. In this affair. Gen. 
Pegvam received a severe wound in the leg, which disabled him for the 
field for some months. 
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During the .riemooa tkcis „■ Ic.vj skimiabing almg the wbol. 
line, sceral .ttempt. l.ving been m.do by He enemy, wi.bonl .oece,,, 
to regain lbs position from »bicb be bnd been diivon ; and tbe figbting 
•itended to General Lee', rigbt, on tbe Plank Bead. Gordon oeenpied 
the position wbicb be bad gained, on tbe rigbt, nntil after dark, wben be 
was witbdrawn to tbe eitreme left, and hi. pl.ee oeenpied by part of 
Bodes' division. 

The troops eneonntered, in tbe beginning of tbe ligbt, eon.i.ted of 
tbe 51b eorps, nnder Warren ; but otber troops were brougbt to bl. .,- 
.istanee. At the close of the day, Ew.ll's eorps bad e.ptured o,er a 
tbonsand prisoners, besides inflietingon the enemy very heavy losses in 
killed and wounded. Two pieee. of artillery bad been abandoned by 
the enemy, jnst in front of the point at whieh Johnson', rigbt and 
Eodcs's left joined, and were subsequently secured by our troops. 

After the withdrawal of Gordon', brigade from the rigbt, the whole of 
my division was on the loft of the road diverging from the pike in ei 
tension of Johnson', line. All my brigade, had behaved band.omely ■ 
and Gordon's advance, at tbe time of tbe confusion, in the beginning of 
the Bght, was made with great energy and dispatch, and was insl in 
time to prevent a serious disaster. 

Early en tbe morning of tbe 61h, the fighting ,a. resumed, and , very 
heavy attack was made on the front occupied by Pegram'. brigade (now 
under the command of Colonel Hoffman, of tbe 31st Virginia Eegi 
ment) , but it was handsomely repulsed, a, were sevei-al subseeiuenl 
attack, at the .ame point. 

These attacks were so persistent, that two regiments of Johnson', 
division were moved to the rear of Pegr.m's brigade, for tbe purpose of 
supporting it ; and, wben an offer was made to relieve it, under the an 
prehension tli.at its ammunition might be eibansted, the men of that gal 
lant brigade begged that Ihey might be allowed to retain their position 
stating that llicy were getting along very well indeed, and wanted no' 
help. 

During the morning, the fact was communicated to General Ewell bv 
our cavalry seouls, that, column of tbe enemy's infantry was moring 
between our left and the river, with the apparent purpose of turning o.r 
left dank ; and information was also received that Burnsid.'s corns bad 
crossed the river, and was in rear of tbe enemy's rigbt. 1 received di- 
rections to watch this column, and take steps to prevent it, getting to 
on, rear; and Johnson's brigade, of Bodes' division, which bad inst «. 
nved from Hanover Junction, was sent tome for that purpose This 
brigade, with some artillery, was p.t in position, some distance to mv 
left, so a. to command some bye-roads coming in from tbe river. In the 
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meantime Genera! Gordon had Heat out a ecouting party oa foot, which 
discovered what waa suppoeed to he the enemy's right fiank resting in 
tho woods, in front of my division ; and. during my ahsence while post- 
ing Johnston's bngade, he reported the fact to General Ewel!, and sug- 
gested the propriety of attacking this flank of the enemy with his brig- 
ade, which was not engaged. On my return, the subject was mentioned 
to me by General Ewell, and I stated to him the danger and risk of 
makingthe attack under the circumstances, as a column was threatening 
our left flank, and Burdaide's corps was in rear of the enemy's flank on 
which the attack was suggested. General Ewell concun-ed with me in 
this opinion, and the impolicy of the attempt at that time was obvious, as 
we had no reserves, and, if it failed, and the enemy showed any enter- 
prise, a serious disaster would befall, not only our corps, hut General 
Lee's whole army. In the afternoon, when the column threatening our 
left had been withdrawn, and it had been ascertained that Bumside had 
gone to Grant's left, on account of the heavy fightingon that flank, at my 
suggestion, General Ewell ordered the movement which Gordon had pro- 
posed. I determined to mate it with Gordon's brigade, supported by 
Johnston's, and to follow it up, if successfnl, with the rest of my division. 
Gordon's brigade was accordingly formed in line near the edge of the 
woods in which the enemy's right rested, and Johnston's in the rear, 
with orders to follow Gordon and obey his orders. I posted my Adju- 
tant General, Major John W. Daniel, with a courier, in a position to bo 
communicated wilh hy Gordon, so as to inform me of the success at- 
tending the movement, and enable me to put in the other brigades at 
the right time. As soon as Gordon started, which was a very short 
time before sunset, I rode to my line and threw forward Pegram's brig- 
ade in a position to move when required. In the meantime Gordon had 
become engaged, and, while Pegram's brigade was beingformed in line, 
I saw some of Gordon's men coming back in confusion, and Colonel 
Evans, of the 31st Georgia Eegiment, endeavoring to ralty them. Col- 
onel Evans informed me that his regiment, which was on Gordon's 
right had struck the enemy's breastworks and had given way. I im- 
mediately ordered Pegram's brigade forward, and directed Colonel 
Evans lo guide it. Its advance was through a dense thicket of under- 
bi-ush, but it crossed the road running through Johnson's line, and 
struck the enemy's works, and one of the regiments, the 13th Virginia, 
uuder Colonel Terrill, got possession of part of the Hne, when Colonel 
Eoffnan ordered the brigade to retire, as it was getting dark, and there 
was much confusion produced by the difficulties of the advance. Gor- 
don had struck the enemy's right flank behind breastworks, and a part 
of his brigade was thrown into disorder. In going through the woods, 
Johnston had obUiued too much and passed to Gordon's left, g«^"'^g|» | 
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rear of the enemy. Major Daniel, not hearing from Gordon, had en- 
deavored to gel to him, when, finding the condition of thing., he .t- 
lempted to lead one of Pegram'. regiments to hi, as.i.t.nce, and »„ 
.hot down while behaving with great gallantly, receiving . wound in 
the leg which ha. permanently di.abl.d him. Jfotwithstanding the con. 
fnmon in part of hi, brigade, Gordon .ucceededin throwing the enemy', 
right <ank into great confu.ion, capturing two brigadier general., (Sey- 
mour and Shaler), and several hundred pri.oner., all of Ihe 6th corp. 
under Sedgwick. The advance of Pogram's brigade, and the demon-' 
slration of Johnston's brigade in the rear, where it onconntered a pu-t of 
the enemy', force and captured some prisoners, contribnted materially 
10 the reault. It was fortunate, however, that darkness came to close 
this affair,., the enemy, if ho had been able to di.oover the disorder on 
our side, might have brought up fre.h troops and availed himself of our 
condition. As it was, doubtless, the ktene.. of the hour cau.od him to 
he surprised, and the approaching darkness increased tho confnsion in 
his rank.,., he could not see the strength of the attacking force, and 
probably imagined it to bo much more formidable than it really wa.. 
All of the brigade, engaged in the attack were drawn back, and formed 
on a new line in fi-ont of the old one, and obliquely to it. 

At light on the morning of the 7th, an advance wa. made, which dis- 
closed the fact that the enemy had given up his line of works in front 
of my whole line, and a good portion of Johnston's. Botween the line, 
a largo number of hi. dead had been left, and, at hi, breastwork., a 
largo number of muskets and knapsacks had been abandoned, and there 
was every indication of great confusion. It wa. not till then that we 
ascertained the full extent of the .ucces. attending tho movement of the 
evening before. The enemy had entirely abandoned the left aide of the 
road, across which John.on'.line eitended, and my division and a part 
of his were thrown forward, occupying a part of the abandoned work, on 
tho right of the road, and leaving all those on tho left in our rear. This 
rendered our line straight, the left having been previously thrown hack, 
making a curve. 

During this day there wa. some skirmishing, but no serious fighting 
in my front. The los. in my divi.ion during the fighting in tho Wilder- 
ness was comparatively light. 

On the morning of the 8lh, it was discovered that the 
enemy wa, leaving our front and moving toward, Spottsyl- 
vania Court House. General Lee's army was also put in mo- 
tion; Ewell's Corps moving along the line occupied by our troops on 
the day before, until it reached the Plank Eoad, where it struck across 
to Shady Grove, which i. on the road from Orange Court House to 
Spottsylvania Court House. 
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On reacting the Plank Road, I received through General A. P.Hill, 
who was sick and unable to remain on duty, an order from General Lee, 
transferring Hays'-brigade from my division to Johnson's, ia order that 
it might be eonsalidated with another LouUiana brigade in that division, 
whose Brigadier-General had been killed at the Wilderneea, and Joha- 
ston's brigade from Kodes' division to mine ; and assigning me to the 
temporary command of Hill's corps, which was still in position across the 
Plauk Road, and was to bring up the rear. I accordingly turned over the 
commandof my division to Gordon, the senior Brigadier left with it, and 
asBumed command of Hill's corps.* 

♦In his offioid! report Grant says : "Earlj on Ihs 6th, the advanca corps, the 6th. Major 
GonaralG.K. Warren oommanding, met and eottaKed the enemy outside liia entrench- 
." and tartheroalieaajs: -'On the morning of the Uli, r ' 
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hisworks." In mentioning hU moTemeDt towards SpottByWania Court Honse.he layai 
"But tharaeroy having become aware of ourmovement, and having ttie shorter liijB.Maa 
enabled to reach Mere first." If tiiase statements were trne, the only legitimate inference 
isthatGenarat Lee had an entrenched line on, ornear Mine Run, previously astablishedi 
thfttthe battle commenced immedialelyin front oflhe works on this line i and thai, after 
the twodnysfighting, he had fallen behind them to await an atlaok. Whereas, Ihe fact is, 
that the only entrenched Itne on. or near Mine Run. was that made, on ite west tank, when 
Meade crossed tha river at tha end of November, isas. and which was used for tliat occasion 
only. The BghliBg in the Wilderness began eight or ten miles east of thalilne, and at no 
time during that fighting was It used for any purpose. The "entrenched lines" occupied 
by onr army on the morning of the Tth, were slight temporary works thrown up, on, or in 
front ofthebaitle field, though it is probable that, at some points, the l.ne may not h ve 
been as tar to the Iroiil as our troops had advanced ; as, in lakiug it. regird was neeessarilj 
had to the conformation of the ground. On our left. Be will be seen above, the line was ad- 
Tanced in front of Qrant's own line of the previous day. 

Grant says General Lee bad the advantage of position. As the Utter had to 
move from his lines ou the Kapidan and attack Grant in the Wilderness, how 
happened it that he was enabled to get the advantage of position, after the two days fisht- 
ing? He al.soEajett.atGeneialLeawasenal,ledto reach Spottsj Ivan ia Con rt Bouse first, 
because lie had the shorter l.ne. The fact is, that.aa thetwo armies laj m their positions 
at the Wilderness, their lines were parallel t« theroad to Bpottsyhaoia Court Hoi.se, Giant 

moveonthaeircuitous route by ahady Grove, and he was enabled to arrive there first with 
part of his Infantry, because hia cavalry held Grout's advance in check for nearly an entire 
day. 
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BATTLES AROUND SPOTTSYLVANIA COURT HOUSE. 

OPERATIONS OF HILI.'S CORPS. 

Hill'a Corps was composed of Hetii'a, Wilcox's, and Mahone'a (for- 
merly Anderson's) divisions of infantry, and three baltalions of artillery 
under Colonel Walker. When I took command of it, tbe infantry num- 
bered about 13,000 muskets for duty. 

Genera! Lee's orders to me, were to move by Todd'a tavern along the 
Brock Road to Spottsylvania Court House, as soon as our frout was 
clear of the enemy. In order to get into that road, it was necessary to 
reopen an old one leading from Hill's right, by which I was enabled to 
take a cross road leading into the road from Shady Grove to Todd's 
tavern. The wagon trains and all the artillery, except one battalion, 
were sent around by Shady Grove. About a mile from the road from 
Shady Grove to Todd's tavern, the enemy's cavalry videttes were en- 
countered, and Mahone's divisioa was thrown forward to develop the 
enemy's force and position. Mahone encountered a force of iafantry, 
which bad moved up from Todd's tavern towards Shady Grove, and 
had quite a brisk engagement with it, causing it to fail back rapidly to- 
wards the former place. At the same time, General Hampton, who had 
communicated with me, after I left the Plank Road, moved with his cav- 
alry on my right and struck the enemy on the flank and rear ; but on 
account of want of knowledge of the country on our part, and the ap- 
proach of darkness, the enemy was enabled to make his escape. This 
affair developed the fact that the enemy was in possession of Todd's 
tavern and the Brock Road, and a continuation of my march would 
have led though his entire army. We bivouacked for the night, at the 
place from which Mahone had driven the enemy, and a force was thrown 
out towards Todd's tavern, which was about a mile distant. 

Very early next morntng, (the 9th), I received an order from Gene* 
ral Lee, through Hampton, to move on the Shady Grove road towards 
Spottsylvania Court House, which I did, crossing a small river called 
tbe Po, twice. After reaching the rear of tbe position occnpied by tbe 
other two corps, I was ordered to Spottsylvania Court Housot to take 
position on the right, and cover the road from that place to Fredericks* 
burg. No enemy appeared in my front on this day, except at a dis- 
tance on the Fredericksburg Road. 

Early on the morning of tbe 10th, I was ordered to move one of my 
divisions back, to coter the crossing of the Po, on the Shady Grove 
Boad J and to move with another division, to the rear and leftjjjy the 
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way of Spottaylvania Old Court House, and drive back a column of 
the enemy which had crossed the Po and taken poasoaaioa of the Shady 
Grove Boad, thus threatening our rear and endangering our trainsi which 
were on the road leading by the Old Court House to Louisa Oonrt 
House. 

Out line was then north of the Po, with its left, Field's dipiaion of 
Longstreet's corps, resting on that stream, just above the crossing of the 
Shady Grove Bead. The whole of the enemy's force was also north of 
the Po, prior to this movement of hia. Mahone's division was sent to 
occupy the hanks of the Po on Field's left, while, with Heth's division 
and a battalion of artillery, I moved to the rear, crossing the Po on the 
Louisa Court House Boad, and then following that road until we reached 
one coming in from Waite's Shop on the Shady Grove Boad. After 
moving about a mile on this road, we met Hampton gradually falling 
back before the enemy, who had pushed out a column of infantry con- 
siderably to the rear of our line. This column was, in turn, forced 
back to the position on the Shady Grove Road, which was occupied 
by what Was reported to be Hancock's corps. Fyllowing up and cross- 
ing a small stream just below a mill pond, we succeeded in reaching 
Waite's Shop, from whence an attack was made on the enemy, and the 
entire force which had crossed the Po was driven back with a loss of 
one piece of artillery, which fell into our hands, and a considerable 
number in killed and wonnded. This relieved us from a very threaten- 
ing danger, as the position the enemy had attained would have enabled 
him to completely enfilade Field's position, and get possession of the 
line of our communications to the rear, within a very short distance of 
which he was, when met by the force which drove him back. In this 
afEair, Heth's division behaved veiy handsomely, all of the brigades, 
(Cook's, Davis's, Kirkland's, and Walker's^ being engaged in the attack. 
General H. H, Walker had the misfortune to receive a severe wound 
in the foot, which rendered amputation necessary, but, otherwise, our 
loss was slight. As soon as the road was cleared, Mahone's division 
crossed the Po, but it was not practicable to pursue the affair further, &b 
the north bank of the stream at this point was covered by a heavily en- 
trenched line, with a number of batteries, and night was approaching. 

On the morning of the 11th, Heth was moved back to Spottsylvania 
Court House, and Mahone was left to occupy the position on the Shady 
Grove Boad, from which the enemy had been driven,* 
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My line on the riglit had been connected with Ewell's right, and cov- 
ered the Fredericksburg Eoad, aa also the road lending from Spottsyl- 
yania Court House across the Ny into the road from Fredericksburg to 
Hanover Junction. Wilcox waa on my left, uniting with Ewell, and 
Heth joined him. The enemy had extended his lines across the 
Tredericksburg Road, but there was no fighting oa this front on the 
10th or ll(h, except some artillery firing, 

On the afternoon of the 11th, the enemy waa demonstrating to our 
left, up the Po, as if to get poasessiou of Shady G-rove and the road 
from thence to Louiaa Court House. GEeneral Hampton reported a col- 
umn of infantry moving up the Po, and I was ordered by General Lee 
to take possession of Shady Grove, by light next moniing, and bold it 
against the enemy. To aid in that purpose, two brigades of Wilcox's 
division, {Thomas' and Scales') were moved from the right, and Mahone 
waa ordered to move before light to Shady Grove ; but during the night 
it was diacovered that the movement to our left was a feint, and that 
there was a real movement of the enemy towards our right. 

Before daybreak on the morning of the ISth, Wilcox's brigades were 
returned to him, and at. dawn, Mahone's division was moved to the right, 
leaving Wright's brigade of that division to cover the croaaing of the 
Po on Field's left. Oa this morning, the enemy made a very heavy at- 
tack on Ewell's front, and broke the line where it was occupied by John- 
son's division. A portion of the attacking force swept along Johnaon's 
line to Wilcox's left, and was checked by a prompt movement on the 
part of Brigadier General Lane, who was on that flank. As soon as the 
firing waa heard, General Wilcox sent Thomas' and Scales' brigades to 
Lane's assistance, and they arrived just as Lane's brigade had repulsed 
this body of the enemy, and they puraued it for a short distance. As 
soon as Mahone's division arrived from the left, Perrin's and Harris' 
brigades of that division, and subsequently, McGowaa's brigade of Wil- 
cox's division, were seat to General Ewell's assistance, and were carried 
into action under his orders. Brigadier General Perrin was killed, and 
Brigadier General MeGowan severely wounded, while gallantly leading 
their respective brigades into action ; and all t!ie brigades sent to Ewell's 
assistance sufiercd aeverely. 

Subsequently, on the same day, under orders from General Lee, Lane's 
brigade of Wilcox's division, and Mahone's own brigade (under Colo- 
onel Weiaiger), were thrown to thefiont, for the purpose of moving to 
the left, and attacking the flank of the column of the enemy which had 
broken Ewell'a line, to relieve the pressure on him, and, if possible, re- 
cover the part of the line which had been lost. Lane's brigade com- 
menced the movement and had not proceeded far when it encountered 
and attacked, in a piece of woods in front of my line, the 9th, corps, . 
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under Burnside, moving np to attack a salient on my front. Lane cap- 
tured over three hundred prisonera, and three battle flags, and his attack 
on the enemy's flank, taking him by surprise, no doubt, contributed 
materially to his repulse. Mahone's brigade did not become seriously 
engaged, The attacking column which Lane encountered, got up to 
within a very abort distance of a salient defended by Walker's brigade 
of Hetb'B division, under Colonel Mayo, before it was discovered, as 
there was a pine thicket in front, under cover of which the advance was 
made. A heavy fire of musketry from Walker's brigade, and Thomas', 
which was on his left, and a fire of artillery from a considerable numbet 
of guns on Heth's line, were opened with tremendous effect upon the at- 
tacking column, and it was driven back with heavy loss, leaving its dead 
in front of our works. This affair took place under the eye of General 
Lee himself. In the afternoon, another attempt was made to carry out 
the contemplated flank movement, with Mahone's brigade, and Cook's 
brigade of Heth's division, to be followed up by the other troops under 
my command ; but it was discovered that the enemy had one or more 
entrenched lines in our front, to the fire from which our flanking column 
would have been exposed. Moreover, the ground between the lines was 
very rough, being full of ragged ravines and covered with thick pines 
and other growth ; and it was thought advisable to desist from the at- 
tempt. The two brigades which were to have commenced the move- 
ment, were then thrown to the front on both sides of the Fredericks- 
burg Road, and, passing over two Sines of breastworks, defended by a 
strong force of skirmishers, developed the existence of a third and much 
stronger line in rear, which would have afforded an almost insuperable 
obstacle to the proposed flank movement. This closed the operations 
of the corps under my command on the memorable 12th of May. 

Between that day and the 19th, there was no serious attack on my 
front, but much raanceuvring by the enemy. General Mahone made 
two or three reconnoissances to the front, which disclosed the fact that 
the enemy was gradually moving to our right. In making one of them, 
he encountered a body of the enemy which had got possession of 
Gayle's bouse, on the left of the road leading from our right towards 
the Fredericksburg and Hanover Junction Road, at which a portion of 
our cavalry, under Brigadier General Cbambliss, had been previously 
posted, and drove it back across the Ky.* Another reconnoissance, 
handsomely made by Brigadier General Wright, who had been brought 
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from the left, ascertained that a heavy force of the enemy was between 
the Ny a,nd the Po, ia front of my right, which was held by Mahone, 
and was along the road towards Hanover Junction. To meet this 
movement of the enemy, Field's division was broaght from the left and 
placed on my right. 

On the 19th, General Ewell made a movement against the enemy's 
right, and to create a diversion in his favor, Thomas' brigade was 
thrown forward, and drove the enemy into his works in front of the sal- 
ient, against which Bnrnside's attack had been made oa the 12th, while 
the whole corps was held in readiness to co-operate with Ewell, should 
his attack prove successfal ; hut, as he was compelled to retire, Thomas 
was withdrawn. 

Subsequently, the enemy retired from Heth's and Wilcox's fronts; 
and, on (he afternoon of the 21st, Wilcox was seat out on iheroadlead- 
ing from Slahone's front across the Ny, with two of his brigades to feel 
the enemy, and found him still in force behind entrenched lines, and 
had a brisk engagement with that force. 

While Wilcos was absent, an order was received by me from General 
Lee, to tnrn over to General Hill ihe command of his corps, as he had 
reported for duty. I did so at once, and thus terminated my connection 
with this corps, which I had. commanded during all the trying scenes 
around Spottsylvania Court House. The of&cers and men of the corps 
had all behaved well, and contributed, in no little degree, to the result 
by which Grant was compelled to wait six days for reinforcements from 
Washington, before he could resume the offensive, or make another of 
9 to get between General Lee's army and Richmond, 



HANOVER JUNCTION. 

OPEKATIONS OF EARLY'S DIVISION. 

Tho movement of the enemy to get between our army and Richmond 
had been discovered, and, on tlie afternoon of the 2lBt, E well's corps 
was put in motion towards Hanover Junction.* After turning over to 
General Hill the command of his corps, I rode in the direction taken by 
Ewell's corps, and overtook it, a short time before day on the morning 
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the 22d. Hoke's brigade, under Lieutenant Colonel Lewis, this day 
joined us from Petersburg, and an order was issued transferring Gordon's 
brigade, now under the command of Brigadier- General Evans, to John- 
son's division, which was placed under the command of General Gordon, 
who had been made a Major-General. This left me in command of three 
brigades, to wit : Pegram's, Hoke's, and Johnston's, all of which were 
very much reduced in strength. My Adjutant General, Major Daniel, 
had been disabled for life by a wound received at the Wilderness, and 
my Inspector General, Major Samnel Hale, had been mortally wounded 
at Spottsylvania Court House, on the 12th, while serving with tlie 
division and acting with great gallantry during the disorder which en- 
sued after Ewell's line was broken. Both were serious losses to me. 

On this day, (the 22d), we moved to Hanover Junction, and next 
day my vision was posted on the extreme right, covering a ferry two 
or three milaa below the railroad bridge across the North Anna. While 
at Hanover Junction my division was not engaged. At one time it was 
moved towards our left, for the purpose of supporting a part of the line 
on which an attack was expected, and moved back again without being 
required. It was, subsequently, placed temporarily on the left of the 
•orps, relieving Rodea' division and a part of Field's while tbe'line was 
being remodelled, and then took position on the right again. 

During the night of the 26th, the enemy again withdrew from our 
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OPERATIONS OF EWELL'S CORPS. 

On the 27th, the enemy having withdrawn to the north bank of the 
North Anna, and commenced another flank movement by moving down 
the north bank of the Pamnnkey, Ewell's corps, now nnder my com- 

■ At Hanover Junction GenerBl Lee was jnfned by Piobctt's djviaion of LonitfiBst's oorpB. 
and Brsekinridge with two email brigades of intantry, and a battalion of arlillery. Tliese, 
BithHoke'EbriRade, were the first and only reinforcements received bj General Lee sines 
the openine of the nampaign. Yet, Grant's immense army, notwithstaadinB the ad-rantage, 
gnined by it on the lath of May, had bean BO crippled that it was compelled to wait sii daya 
at epoltaylvaniaCourtHouse for rein) 
the offennive. Brecki Bridge's infantrj 
it BtH(ion,aQdhoniakeBanab8urdat 

campf-i-n. so far, on Butler ; to immolate whom he makes a digression in 
the opewlions at Hanover Junction, and aajs: "The army sent to operatt 
mood having hermalioally sealed itself upat Bermuda Hundreds, tbe enemy 
bring the moat, if not all the reinCoreements brought ttom the aouth by Seaii 



the Army of the Pol 



linforcementafromthoatroy at Bermuda Hui 



lolher flank movement, and 



,d.:. Google 



? eOLD HARBOH. 27 

mand, by reason of General Ewell's eicknesa, was moved aerosB the 
South Anna over the bridge of the Central railroad, and by a place 
called "Merry Oaks," leaving Ashland on the Eichmond, Fredericks- 
burg, and Potomac railroad to the right, and bivouacked for the night 
at Hughes' cross road, the intersection of the road from Ashland to 
Atlee's station on the Central railroad with the road from the Meny 
Oaka to Richmond. Nest morning I moved by Atlee's station to Hun- 
dley's corner, at the intersection of the road from Hanover Town, (tlie 
point at which Grant crossed the Pamunkey,) by Pole Green Church, to 
Biehmond, with the road from Atlee's station, by Old Chnrch in Hano- 
ver County, to the White House, on the Pamunkey. This is the point 
from which General Jackson commenced his famous attack on McClel- 
lan's flank and rear, in 1 869, and it waa very important that it should be 
occupied, as it intercepted Grant's direct march towards Eichmond. All 
these movements were made under orders from General Lee. 

My troops were placed in position, covering the road by Pole Green 
Church, and also the road to Old Church, with my right resting near 
Beaver Dam Creek, a small stream running towards Mechanicsvilie and 
into the Chickahominy. Brigadier General Ramseur, of Rodes' divis- 
ion, was this day assigned to the command of my division. Ewell'i 
corps, the 2d of the Army of Northern Virginia, now numbered less 
than 9,000 masketa for duty, its loss, on the 12th of May, having been 
very heavy. 

On the 29tb, the enemy having crossed the Tottopotomoy, (a creek 
running jast north of Pole Geeen church, and eastward to the Pamun- 
key), appeared in my front on both roads, and there was some skirmish- 
ing, but no heavy fighting. 

On the afternoon of the 30tb, in accordance with orders from General 
Lee, I moved to the right across Beaver Dam, to the road from Old 
Chnrch to Mechanicsvilie, and thence along that road towards Old 
Church, until we reached Bethesda Church. At this point the enemy 
was encountered, and his troops which occupied the road, were driven 
by Eodes' division towards the road from Hundley's comer, which 
unitea with the road from Mechanicsvilie, east of Bethesda Church. 
Pcgrara's brigade, under the command of Colonel Edward Willis, of the 
12th Georgia regiment, was sent forward, with one of Eodes' brigades 
on its right, to feel the enemy, and ascertain hie strength ; hut, meeting 
with a heavy force behind breastworks, it waa compelied to retire, with 
the loss of some valuable officers and men, and among them were Col- 
onel Willis, mortally wounded, and Colonel Terrill, of the 13 ch Vir- 
ginia regiment, and Lieutenant Colonel Watkins, of the 6ad Virginia 
regiment, killed. This movement showed that the enemy was moving 
to our right flank, and at night, I withdrew a short d^tance on thQ Ue- 

^.oog Ic 
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otanicsville Roa<i, covering it with my force. When I made the move- 
ment from Hundley's corner, my position at that place was occupied by 
a part of Longstreel's corps, under Anderson. 

On the neit morning, my troops were placed in position on the east 
side of Beaver Dam across the road to Mechanicsville, but Rodes was 
euhsequently moved to the west side of the creek. 

Grant's movement to our right, towards Cold Harbor, was continued 
on theSlst, and the Ist of June, and corresponding movements were 
made by G-eneral Lee to meet him, my command retaining its position 
with a heavy force in its front. 

On the 2d, all the troops on my left, except Heth's division of Hill's 
corps, hai moved to the right, and, in the afternoon of that day, Rodes' 
division moved forward, along the road from Hundley's corner towards 
Old Church, and drove the enemy fi-om his entrenchments, now occupied 
with heavy skirmish lines, and forced back his left towards Belhesda 
Church, where there was a heavy force. Gordon swnng round so as to 
keep pace with Rodes, and Heth co-operated, following Eodea and taking 
position on his left flank. In this movement there Was some heavy 
fighting and several hundred prisoners were taken by us. Brigadier 
General Doles, a gallant officer of Eodes' division, was killed, but other- 
wise our loss was not severe. 

On the nest day {the 3rd), when Grant made an attack at Cold Har- 
bor, in which he suffered very heavily, there were repeated attacks 
on Rodes' and Heth's fronts, those on Cook's brigade, of Heth's division, 
being especially heavy, but all of them were repulsed. There was also 
heavy skirmishing on Gordon's front. Daring the day, Heth's left was 
threatened by the enemy's cavalry, but it was kept oif hy Walker's 
brigade under Colonel Fry. which covered that flank, and also repulsed 
an effort of the enemy's infantry to get to our rear. As it was necessary 
that Heth's division should join its corps on the right, and my flank in 
this position was very ranch exposed, I withdrew at the close of the day 
to the liue previoasly occupied, and next morning Heth moved to the 
right. 

My right now connected with the left of Longstreet's corps under Gen- 
eral Anderson. The enemy subsequently evacuated his position at 
Betheeda Church and his lines in my front, and, having no opposing 
force to keep my troops in their lines, I made two efforts to attack the 
enemy on his right flank and rear. The first was made on the 6th, 
when I crossed the Matadaquean {a small stream, running tluough wide 
swamps in the enemy's rear), and got in rear of his right flank, driving in 
his skirmishers until we came to a swamp, which conld be crossed only on 
a narrow causeway defended by an entrenched line with artillery. Gene- 
ral Anderson was to have co-operated with met by moving dowq the 
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other sitle of the Matadaquean, bnt the division Bent for that purpose 
did not reach the position from which I started until near night, and I 
was therefore compelled to retire, as my position was too much exposed. 

On the next day {the 7th), a reconnoissanee made in front of Ander- 
son's line, showed that the greater part of it was uncovered, and, in ac- 
cordance with instructions from General Lee, I moved in front of and 
between it and the JUatadaquean, until my progress was arrested by a 
ravine and a swamp which prevented any further advance, bnt a num- 
ber of pieces of artillery were opened upon the enemy's position in flank 
and reverse, so as to favor a movement from Anderson's front, which 
had been ordered but was not made ; and at night I retired from this 
position to the rear of our lines. 

Since the fighting at the "Wilderness, Grant had made it an invaria- 
ble practice to cover his front, flank and rear, with a perfect net-work 
of entrenchments, and all his movements were made under cover of 
such works. It was therefore very difficult to get at him. 

On the 11th, my command was moved to the rear of Hill's line, near 
Gaines' Mill ; and, on the 12th, I received orders to move with the 2d 
corps, to the Shenandoah "Valley, to meet Hunter. This, therefore, 
closed my connection with the campaign from the Bapidan to James 

"When I moved, on the morning of the 13th, Grant had already put 
his army in motion to join Butler, on James Kiver, a position which he 
could have reached, from his camps on the north of the Rapidan, by 
railroad and transports, without the loss of a man. In attempting to 
force his way by land, he had already lost, in killed and wounded, mote 
men than were in General Lee's entire army ; and he was compelled to 
give up, in despair, the attempt to reach Richmond in that way.* 
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rted the Army of the Potomoe to the south aide of Jamea Kiier. The atrength of the en- 
emy's force nhea the campaign opened, or the extent of his loss, Is not known to this 
Department. Any inei^ualily between Lee'a army and the Army of the Potomac, waa fully 
compensated by the adraniage of popition," 

Weareleftia the dark whether it was the desperate fiKhtiogor the desperate marching 
which did all thi j ; bnt, however that may be, it was a wonderful achieTSment, eapeclally 
when itiB oonaidered that the Army of the Potomao might haye been carried to the south 
Bide of James Riyerby transports, and Lea's army thereby forced baok to the enlreaflh* 
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nientsIiroundRlohmondjWithOQt tha "Forty-throe daja of daspcratc figliting oi marching 
by day and nisiit," and withont the loss of men suelained by Grant. Thare are lomo who 
think Stanton ig slyly making nin of Grant; but, if lia 1b not, and is tn dead esrnest,thB 
qnastion naturally ariEes In tiie mind ot one not as gifted as the Federal aeoretary ol War : 
How happened it that, if Lse was being conaLantly forced back for forty-three dayi, ovn a 
distance of more than eighty miles, hu always had the shcrler line, and poasesclon ot the 
main roads, and got the ndvantage of position, and had timetb fortiiy It I 

1 happen to know that General Lee always had the greatest aniieiylo striite at Grant, in 
the open fleld; and 1 should liko (o knoir when It waa that the latter operated on the de- 
fensive, or oifensire either, eieept behind, or immediately in front of, far better entrench- 

the battlefields, from the Kapidan l« the James, wiH show that Grant's army did a vast deal 
more digging than General Lea's, 

ThettuthiB, that the one commander waaa great captain, and perfeat majter of hU art 
while the other had none of the requiaitea of a great captain, bat merely pogaeaeed the 
most ordinary brute courage, and had the control of unlimited numbers and means. Yet, 
ttis claimed that Grattflghta and writes better than Alexander, and Hannibal, and Cssar, 
and Napoleon,and all the resti and when, in tha eiercise of his great powers of composi- 
tion, he tarns the batteries o( his rhetoric on Butler, 1 say, in his own classic language, " Go 
in I" Tou can't hit hitn a lick amiss I 1 cannot, howerer, bat be amseed at the effort to 
make Batlerthe scape-goat; and cannot help thinking that Grant ought to have known, 
beforehand, that he (Butler) was unfit to make war, eioept on dafenoeless women and chil- 
dren, and that the trophies valued by him were not those won nt the cannon's mouth. 

Grant, in his report, has enuncialad the leading principles ot bis aWalegy, and be is oer. 
tainly entitled to the oredit of haying practised them, if not to the merilof originality. Thejr 
were: "First, to ase the greatest number of troops practicable against IhB armed force of 
the ejiemy;" and, "Second, to hammer continuoualjr againat the armed force of the 
enemy, and hia resources, until, by mere attrition, if by nothing else, thare should be noth- 
ing left to him but an equal submission, with the loyal secUon of our common country, to 
the consUtntion and laws of the laud." (Aloa I what has become of the constitution and 
lawflt) This latter principle was more concisely «id forcibly expressed by Mr. Lincoln, 
whenhedeclaredhlspnrposeto"koepR pegging." The plain English of the whole idea 
was to continue raising troopa, and to oppose them, in oier»helmlng numbers, to the Con- 
federal* army, until the latter should wear itself ont whipping them, when a newly-recruited 
army mtghf'goinand win." And, this was actually what took place In regard to General 

GrLt having established bia fame as a writer, ae well as fighter, I presume he will 
Hive the world the benefit of his ideas, and publish a work on strategy, which I would 
fuggest ought to be called ■' The Lincoln.Gr.nt or Tegging Rammer Art of War" 

He has made some observations, in his report, about the advnolages of interior linea 
of coramuuication supposed to be possessed by the Confederate commanders, which are 
more spacious thai sound. The Mississippi river divided the Con lederacy into two parts, 
and the immense naval power of the enemy enabled hi n to render communication 
aoriisslhatriTer,afl«r the losaofKewOrleansand Memphis, ^ways diBcult, and finally to 

barely sufficient for the transportation of supplief 
them was always fedious ai 



difficult. The Ohio river, in ihe 
of Western Virginia, rendered it 



eastotthaBlueKidge, and two or three fords aboya Harper's Ferry. The possession of 
the seas, and the blockade of our ports, as well as the possession of Ihe Mississippi, tha 
Ohio and Potomac riiers, with the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, and ih^ railroads (hrouah 
P^nnsyl^is. C^hlo. IndUna, Illinois, Kentucky, and Tennessee, enabled the enemy to 
transport troops, ftom the most remole poinU, with more ease and rapidity than they 
could be transpo. ted over the railroads under the control of the Confederal* Goyernmanv 
all of which were in bad condition. The enemy, therefore, in Eaet had all the adyantages 
of inlerior lines; thatis, rapidity of commuoieaMon and concentration, with the adrantage 
alsoof unrestricted communication with all the world.wMoh his naval power gare him. 
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CAMPAIGN IN MARYLAND 



THE VALLEY OF VIRGINIA. 



INTRODUCTION. 

The Valley of Virginiaj in its largest sense, embraces all tbat country 
lying between the Bloe Eidge and Alleghany Mountains, which unite 
at its soathwestem end. 

The Shenandoah Valley, which is a part of the Valley of Virginia, 
embraces the CountieB of Augusta, Roekingham, Shenandoah Page 
Warren, Clarke, Frederick, Jefferson, and Berkeley. I'his Valley is 
bounded on tho north by the Potomac, on the south hy the County of 
Rockbridge, on the east by the Blue Ridge, and on the west by the 
Oreat North Mountain and its ranges. 

The Shenandoah river is composed of two branches, called, respec- 
tively, the "North Fork" and the "South Pork," which unite near 
Front Royal in Warren County. The North Pork rises in the Great 
North Mountain, and nms eastwardly to within a short distance of New 
Market in Shenandoah County, and thence northeast by Mount Jackson 
to Strashurg, where it turns east to Front Royal. The South Fork is 
formed hy the union of North River, Middle River, and South River, 
North River, and Middle River, running fi'om the west, unite near 
Mount Meridian in Augusta County. South River rises in the southeast- 
em part of Augusta, and runs by Waynesboro, along the western base 
of the Blue Ridge, to Port Republic in Rockingham, where it unites 
with the stream formed by the junction of the North and Middle Rivers 
a few miles above. From Port Republic, the South Fork of the Shen- 
andoah runs northeast, through the eastern border on Rockingham and 
the county of Page, to Front Royal in WaiTCn County. 

The North Fork and South Fork are separated hy the Massannftcn 
Mountain, which is connected with no other mountain, bat terminates 
abruptly at both ends. Its northern end is washed at its base, just be- 
low Strasburg, by the North Fork. Its southern end terminate8^MaRJ 1^ 
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the road between Hamsonbui^ and Conrad's Store on the South Fork^ 
at which latter place the road throngh Swift Run Gap in the Blue Ridge 
croasea that stream. Two valleys are lliua formed, the one on the 
North Fork being called " The Main Valley," and the other on the South 
Fork, and embracing the County of Page and part of the County of 
Warren, being UBUally known by the name of '' The Luray Valley." 
The Luray Valley unites with the Main Valley at both ends of the 
mountain. There is a good road across Massanutten Mountain, from 
one valley to the otherj flirongh a gap near New Market, South of this 
gap there is no road across the mountain, and north of it the roads are 
very rugged and not practicable for the march of a large army with its 
trains. At the northern or lower end of Massanutten Mountain, and be- 
tween two branches of it, is a valley called '' Powell's Fort Valley " or 
more commonly " The Fort." This valley is accessible only by the 
very rugged roads over the mountain which have been mentioned, and 
through a ravine at its lower end. From its isolated position, it was not 
the theatre of military operations of any consequence, hut merely fur- 
nished a refuge for deserters, stragglers, and fugitives from the battle 
fields. 

From Front Royal, the Shenandoah river runS' along the western base 
of the Blue Ridge to Harper's Ferry, where it unites with the Potomac, 
which here bursts through the mountains. The mountain in extension 
of the range of the Blue Ridge from this point through Maryland and 
Pennsylvania is called " South Mountain." 

Strictly speaking, the County of Berkeley and the greater part of 
Frederick are not in the Valley of the Shenandoah. The Opequon, 
rising southwest of Winchester, and crossing the Valley Pike four or 
five miles south of that place, turns to the north and empties into the Po- 
tomac some distance above itsjimctionwith the Shenandoah; the greater 
part of Frederick and nearly the whole of Berkeley being on the west^ 
em side of the Opequon. 

Little North Mountain, called in the lower valley "North Mountain," 
runs northeast, through the western portions of Shenandoah, Frederick, 
and Berkeley counties, to the Potomac. At its northern end, where it 
ie called North Mountain, it separates tlie waters of tie Opequon from 
those of Back Creek. 

Cedar Creek lisesiu Shenandoah County, west of Little North Moun- 
tain, and running northeast along its western base, passes through that 
mountain, four or five miles from Strasburg, and, then making a circuit, 
empties into the North Fork of the Shenandoah, about two miles below 
Strasburg. 

The Baltimore and Ohio railroad crosses the Potomac at Harper's 
Ferry, and, passing through Mortinsburg in Berkeley County, ctosbcb 
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Back Creek near its mouth, runB up the Potomac, crossing the South 
Branch of tbat river near its mouth, and then the North Branch to Cum- 
berland in Maryland. From thia place it runa into Virginia again, and, 
paBBing through Nortliweatem Virginia, strikes the Ohio river by two 
Btems terminating at Wheeiing and Parkersburg respectively. 

There ie a railroad from Harper's Ferry to Winchester, called " The 
Winchester and Potomac Railroad," and also one from Manassas Junc- 
tion on the Orange and Alexandria railroad, through Manassas Gap in 
the Blue Ridge, by Front Royal and Strasburg, to Mount Jackeon, 
called "The Manassas Gap Railroad;" but both of these roads were 
torn up and rendered unserviceable in the year 1862, under the orders of 
General Jackson. 

From Staunton in Augusta County, there la a fine macadamized road 
called '' The Valley Pike," running through Mount Sydney, Mount 
Crawford, Harrisonburg, New Market, Mount Jackson, Edinhurg, 
Woodstock, Strasburg, Middletown, Newtown, Bartonsville, and Kerns- 
town to Winchester in Frederick County, and crussing Middle river 
seven miles from Staunton, North river at Mount Crawford eighteen 
miles from Staunton, the North Fork of the Shenandoah at Mount 
Jackson, Cedar Creek between Strasburg and Middletown, and the Ope- 
quon at Bartonsville, four or five miles from Winchester. There is also 
another road west of the Valley Pike, connecting these several villages, 
called the " Back Road," and, in some places, another road between the 
Valley Pike and the Back Eoad, which is called the "Middle Road." 

From Winchester there is a macadamized road, via Martinsburg, to 
WiUiamsport on the Potomac in Maryland, and another, via BerryviUe 
in Clarke County, and Charlestown in Jefi'erson County, to Harper's 
Ferry. There is also a good pike from "Winchestor to Front Royal, 
which crosses both forks of the Shenandoah just above their junction ; 
and from Front Royal there are good roads np the Lnray Valley, and 
by the way of Conrad's Store and Port Republic, to Harrisonburg and 
Staunton. 

From Staunton, south, there are good roads passing through Lesing- 
ton, in Rockbridge County, and Buchanan, in Bottetourte County, to 
several points on the Virginia and Tennessee railroad ; and others direct 
from Staunton and Lexington to Lynchburg. 

The Central railroad, from Richmond, passes through the Blue Ridge, 
with a tunnel, at Rockfish Gap, and runs through Waynesboro and 
Staunton, westwardly, to Jackson's river, which is one of the head- 
streams of James river. 

This description of the country is given in order to render the follow 
ing narrative intelligible without too much repetition. 

In the spring of 1864, before the opening of the campaign, the~lover ■ 
5 ..OOJ^IC 
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Shenandoah Valley waa held by the Federal troops, under Major Gen- 
eral Sigel, with his headqnarterB at Wineheeler, whilo ihe upper valley 
waa held by Brigadier General Imboden, of the Confederate army, with 
one brigade of cavalry, or mounted infantry, and a battery of artillery. 
When the campaign opened, Sigel moved up the Valley, and Mnjor 
General Breckinridge moved from Southwestern Virginia, ivith two bri- 
gades of infantry and a battalion of artillery, to meet him. Breckinridge 
having united his forces with Imboden's, met and defeated Sigel, at 
New Market, on the loth day of May, driving him back townrds Win- 
chester. Breckinridge then crossed the Blue Ridge, and joined General 
Lee, at Hanover Junction, with his two brigades of infantry and the bat- 
talion of artillery. Subsequently, the Fcdei'al General Hunter organ- 
ized another and larger force than Sigel's, and moved up ibe Valley ; 
and, on the 5tUday of June, defeated Brigadier Genera! Wm. E. Jones, 
at Piedmont, between Port Republic and Staunton — Jones' force being 
composed of a very small body of infantry, and a cnvalry force which 
had been bronght from Southwestern Virginia, after Breckinridge's de- 
parture from the Valley, Jones was killed, and ihe rexnant of his 
force, under Brigadier General Vnughan, fell back to Waynesboro, 
Hanter's force then united with another colnmn which hnd moved fiom 
Lewisburg, in Western Virginia, under (he Federal General Crook. As 
soon 38 information was received of Jones' defeat and death, Breckin- 
ridge was sent back to the Valley with the foi-ce he had brought wiih 
him. 
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MARCH TO LYNCHBURG, AND PURSUIT OF HUNTER. 

On Ibo 12th of June, wliile the 2d corps (Ewell's) of the Army of 
Nonhern Virginia, wad lying near Gaines' Mill, in rear of Hill's line at 
Cold Harbor, I received verbal orders from General Leo to hold ihe 
corps, iviih two of the battalions of nilillery uttached to it, in readiness 
to move to the Shenandoah Valley, Nelson's and Braxton's battalions 
were stdected, and Brigadier General Long was ordered to accompany 
me as Chief of Artillery. After dark, on the same day, written in- 
Btructions were given mo by General Lee, by which I was directed to 
move, wilb the force designated, at 3 o'clock next morning, for the Val- 
ley, by the way of Louisa Ooart Housg and Charlottesville, and through 
Brown's or Swift Rnn Giip in the Blue Bidge, as I might find most ad- 
visable ; to strike Hunter's force in the rear, and, if possible, destroy ■ 
it ; then to move down the Valley, cross the Potomac near Leeshurg, in 
Loudon county, or at or above Harper's Ferry, as I might find most 
practicahle, and threaten Washington City. I was further directed to 
communicate with General Breckenridge, who would co-operate with me 
in ibe attack on Hunter, and the expedition into Maryland. 

At ibis time the railroad and telegraph lines between Charlottesville 
and Lynchburg had been cut by a cavalry force from Hunter's army ; 
and iboBC between Richmond and C harlot tcsviile had been cut by Sher- 
idan's cavaJry, from Grant's army ; so that there was no communication 
with Breckenridge. Hunter was supposed to be at Staunton, with his 
whole force, and Breckenridge was supposed to be at Waynesboro, or 
Rock-fish Gap. If such bad been the case, the route designated by 
General Lee would have carried me into the Valley, in Hunter's rear. 

The ad corps now numbered a little over S.OOO muskets for duty. It 
had been on active and arduous service in the field for forty days, and 
had been engaged in all the great battles from the Wilderness to Cold 
Harbor, sustaining very heavy losses at Spoltsylvania Court House 
where it lost nearly an entire division, including its commander. Major 
General Johnson, who was made prisoner. Of the Brigadier Generals 
wilb it at the commencement of the campaign, only one remained in 
command of his brigade. Two (Gordon and Ramseur) had been made 
Major GeneraU ; one (G, H. Stewart) bad been captured ; four (Pegram, 
Hays, J. A. Walker, and R. D. Johnston) bad been severely wounded; 
and four (Stafford, J. 11. Jones, Daniel and Dolee) had been killed in 
action. Constant ciposure to the weather, a limited supply of provi- 
sions, and two weeks' service in the swamps north of the Chickahominr^ I , 
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had told on the health of the men. Divisions were not stronger than 
brigades ought to have been, nor brigades than regiments. 

On the morning of the 13th, at two o'clock, we commenced the march ; 
and, on the 16th, arrived at the Rivanna River, near CharlotteBville, 
having marched over eighty miles in four days.* 

From Louisa Court House I had sent a dispatch to Gordonsville to 
be forwarded, by telegraph, to Breckenridge ; and, on my arrival at 
Charlottesville, on the lOth, to which place I rode in advance of the 
troops, I received a telegram from him, dated at Lynchburg, informing 
me that Hunter was then in Bedford county, about twenty miles from 
that place, and moving on it. 

The railroad and telegraph between Charlottesville and Lynchburg 
had been, fortunately, but slightly injured by the enemy's cavalry, and 
had been repaired. The distance between the two places was sixty 
miles, and there were no trains at Charlottesville, except one which be- 
longed to the Central road, and was about starting for Waynesboro. I 
ordered this to be detained, and immediately directed, by telegram, all 
the trains of the two roads to be sent to me with all dispatch, for the 
purpose of transporting my troops to Lynchburg, The trains were 
not in readiuees to take the troops on boaid until sunrise on the morn- 
ing of the 17th, and then only enough were furnished to transport 
about half of my infantry. Ramseur's division, one brigade of Gor- 
don's division, and part of another were put on the trains as soon as 
they were ready, and started for Lynchburg. Rodes' division, and the 
residue of Gordon's, were ordered to move along the railroad, to meet 
the trains on their return. The artillery and wagon tr^s had been 
started on the ordinary roads, at daylight. 

I accompanied Ramseur's division, going on the front train, hut the 
road and rolling stock were in such bad condition that I did not reatb 
Lynchburg until about one o'clock in the afternoon, and the other trains 
were much later. I found General Breckinridge in bed, suffering from 
an injury received by the fall of a horse killed under him in action near 
Cold Harbor, He had moved from Rockfiah Gap to Lynchburg by a 
forced march, as soon as Hunter's movement towards that place was 

• On the 16lh, iv6 passed over the gtoiind. near Trevi lioji's Depot, on which Hampton and 
Sheridan had fought, onlJie llth ond 12ih. Hamptonhad defeated Sheridan, and was then 
inpnraoilofhira. Grant claims, Inhis report, that on the llth Sheridan drove our cavalry 
"trom Ihefioldiin complete rout;" and aajs, when ho advanced towards GordOQStille, on 
theiaih, "he found the enemy reinforced by iofanlrj, behind well-const rooted cifle-piis, 
about five miles from the latter place, and too strong to aucceesfully sasault," 

This is as thorougnly a fancy eketoh as can well be manufaolured. There was not an in- 
fantry soldier in arms nearer the scene of action than with General Lee'e army, near Cold 
Harbor ! and the "wBll-coaotracted rifle-pita" were noihinjc more than rails put up in tho 
manner in which caralry were accustomed to arranKB them topreienla chargB. Sheridan 
miatook some of Hampton's oavalrj, dismounted and fightins onfoot, for infantry ; ind the 

oade lo ooierhis defeat, V^iOOQ IC 
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diBoovered, When I showed liim my instructions, be very readily and 
cordially offered to co-operate with me, and serve under my command. 

Hunter's advance from Staunton had been impeded by a brigade of 
cavalry, under Brigadier General McCausknd, whi-.h liad been managed 
with great skill, and kept in bia front all the way, and he was reported 
to be then advancing on the old stone turnpike from Liberty in Bedford 
Connty by New London, and watched by Imboden with a small force 
of cavalry. 

As General Breckinridge was unable to go out, at his request, Gen- 
eral D. H. Hill, who happened to be in town, had made arrangements 
for ibe defence of the city, with such troops as were at hand. Briga- 
dier General Huj'S, who was an invalid from a wound received at 
Spottsyivania Court House, had tendered his Bervices, and also aided 
in making arrangements for the defence. I rode out with General Hill 
to examine the line selected by him, and make a reconnoissanceof the 
country in front. Slight works had been baslily thrown up on College 
Hill, covering the turnpike and Forest roads from Liberty, which 
were manned by Breckinridge's infantry and the dismounted cavalry 
of the command which bad been with Jones at Piedmont. The re- 
serves, invalids from the hospitals, and the cadets from the Military 
Institute at Lexington, occupied other parts of (be line. An inspec- 
. tion satisfied me that, while this arrangement was the best which could 
be made under the circumstances in which General Hill found himself, 
yet it would leave the town exposed to the fire of the enemy's artil- 
lery, should be advauce to (ho attack, and I therefore determined to 
meet the enemy with my troops in front. 

We -found Imboden about four miles out on the turnpike, near an 
old Quaker Church, to which position he had been gradually forced 
back by the enemy's infantry. My troops, as they arrived, had been 
ordered in front of tlie works to bivouac, and I immediately sent or- 
ders for them to move out on this road, and two brigades of Ram- 
senr's division arrived just in time to be thrown across the road, at a re- 
doubt about two miles from the city, as Imboden's command was 
driven back by vastly superior numbers. These brigades, with two 
pieces of artillery iu the redoubt, arrested the progress of the enemy, 
and Ramseur'a other brigade, and the part of Gordon's division which 
bad arrived, look position on the same line. The enemy opened a 
heavy fire of artillery on ns, but, as night soon came on, he went into 
camp in our front.* 

'Hunler'a delay in advflodog from S'.BQnloa Jiad been most remarljablB, and can only 
be aooountert for by the fact that indulgence in pellj acta of maiiRnity and outraRo 
upon pri?atB citiiena "aa more concenial to his aaluro Ihao bold operaKoos in the BbW. 
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On my arrival at Lynchburg, orders had been given for the imme- 
diate return of the Iroins for the rest of my infantry, and I expected it 
to arrive by the morning of ihc IStli, bnt it'did not get to Lynclibnrg 
nntil late in ihe afternoon of that day. Hunter's force was eonniderably 
larger than mine would have been, had it all been up, and as it was of 
the HttnoBt consequence to the army at Ilichmoiid that he should not get 
into Lynchburg, I did not feci justified in attacking him until I eould 
do 80 with a fair iiroapcct of sueeess. I contented myself therefore 
with acting on the defensive on the ISlh, throwing Breckinridge's in- 
fantry and a part of his artillery on the fiont line, while that adopted 
bv General Hill was occupied by the dismounted cavulry and the irreg- 
niar troops. During the day, there was artillery firing and skiimishing 
along the line, and, in the afternoon, an attack was made on our line, tn 
the ti'Aii of the turnpike, which was handsomely repulsed with consider- 
able loss to the enemy. A demonstration of the enemy's cavalry on the 
Forest toad, was checked by part of Breckinridge's infantry under 
Wharton, and llcOausland's cavalry. 

On the arrival of the cars from Richmond this day, lliijov Genorais 
Elzey and Rnnsom reported for duly, the former to command the in- 
fantry and dismounted cavalry of Breckinridge's command, and the lat- 
ter to command the cavalry. The remounted cavalry consisted of the 
remnants of several brigades divided into two commands, one under 
Imboden, and the other under llcCausland. It was badly mounted 
and armed, and its efficiency much impaired by the defeat at Piedmont, 
and the arduous service it had recently gone through. 

As soon as the remainder of my infantry arrived by the railroad 
though none of my artillery had gotten up, arrangements were made for 
attacking Hunter at daylight on the 19th, but sometime after midnight, 
it was discovered that he was moving, though it was not known whether 
he was retreating, or moving so as to attack Lynchburg on the sonih 
where it was vulnerable, or to attempt to join Grant on the south side of 
James River. Pursuit could not, therefore, be made at once, as a mis- 
take, if either of the last two objects had been contemplated, would 
have been fatal. At light, however, the pursuit commenced, the 2d 
Corps moving along ihe turnpike, over which it was discovered Hunter 
was retreating, find Elzey's command oa the right, along the Forest, 
road, while Ransom was ordered to move on the right of Elzey, with 



nisht on the nth. The 


routs from t-tiinnlon to . 


Lynchburg by which he moTfid, which 


vaa by LeiIn;ton, Buchi 


mtn, llie Penks of Oitei 


-. and Liberty, ii about one hundred 


miles in diatnnee. It is ti 


rue McCau-l«nd had dr-la; 


?ed his jirogrefsby liiepinj! eonstintly 


In his front but nn eno 


r«e(io advance would ha 


ve brushed nway MoCiiiislanifs small 


force, and LynoUburg, wi 


th ail its inlinilfactnrlim 




fsllen before usaislflnoe i 


iri-iyed. A pubaequeot pa: 


isBge over the gtea'er paitBlthesaroe 


route Ehowed how Huntt 


ir hadbaen employed. 


n,^.^ 



Google 



FURSUri OF nt'NTBH. 39 

McCaiisIand's cavalry, and endenTor to sirike tlie enemy at Liberty or 
tlie Peaks of Otter. Imboden, wlio was on the road from Lynchburg 
to Campbell Court Fonse, to watcli a body of the enemy's cavalry, 
wLich bad moved in that direction the day before, was to bave moved 
on the left towards Liberty, hut orders did not reach him in time. Tho 
enemy's rear was overtaken at Liberty, twenty-five miles from Lynch- 
burg, just before night, and diivon through that place, after a brisk 
skirmish, by Ramseur's divieion. The day's march on ihe old turn- 
pike, which was very roagh, had been terrible. McCausland had taken 
the wrong road flnddidnot reach Liberty until afler the enemy had 
been driven through the town. 

Itwas here ascertained that Hunter had not retreated on the route by 
the Peaks of Otter, overwhich ho had advanced, but ha^ taken the road 
to Buford'3 depot, at the foot of tlie Blue Eidge, which would enable 
him logo either by Salem, Fincastle, or Buchanan. Ransom, was, 
therefore, ordered to take the route next day, by the Peaks of Otter, 
and endeavor to intercept the enemy should he move by Buchanan or 
Fmcastle. The pursuit was resumed early on the morning of the 20lii, 
and on our arrival in sight of Buford's, tho enemy's rear guard was seen 
going info the mountain on the road towards Salem. As ihia left the 
road to Buchanan open, my aide, Lieutenant Pilzor, was sent across the 
mountain to that place, with orders to Ransom to move for Salem, 
Lieutenant Pitzer was aleo instracted to ride all night and send direc- 
tions, by courier from Fincastle, and telegraph from Salem, to have the 
road to the mountains to Lewisburg and South Western Virginia block- 
aded. Tho enemy was pursued into the mountains at Bulord's Gap, 
but he had laken possession of the crest of the Blue Ridge, and put bat- 
teries in position commanding a gorge, through which the road passes, 
where it was impossible for a regiment to move in line. I had endeav- 
ored to ascertain if there was not another way across the mountain by 
which I could get around the enemy, but oil the men, except the old 
ones, had gotten out of the way, and the latter, as well as the women 
and children, were in such a stale of distress and alann, that no i eliable 
Informalio.i conld be obtained from them. We tried to throw forces up 
the sides of the mountains to get at the enemy, but they were so rugged 
that niglit came on before anything could be accompiiahed, and wo bad 
to desist, though not until a very late hour in the night. 

By a mistake of the messenger, who was seat wiih orders to General 
Rodes, who was to be in the lead next morntng, there was some delay 
m his movement on the 2lst, but the pursuit was resumed very shortly 
after sun-rise. At the Big Lick it was aecortained that the enemy had 
turned oif from Salem towards Lewisburg, on a road which passea 
through the mountains at a narrow pass called the "nangiugR4(^'>o|^^ 
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and my column was immediately turned towards that point ; bnt «n 
arriving there it was ascertained that the enemy's rear guard had passed 
through the gorge. McCausland had struck his column at this point 
and captured ten pieces of artillery, some wagons, and a number of 
prisoners ; but, the enemy having bvouglit up a heavy force, McCaus- 
land was compelled to fait back, carrying off, however, tlie prisoners 
and a part of the artillery, and disabling the rest so that it could not be 
removed. As the enemy had got into the mountains, where nothmg 
useful could be accomplished by pursuit, I did not deem it proper to 
continue it farther. A great part of my command had had nothing to 
eat for the last two days, except a little bacon, which was obtained at 
Liberty. The cooking utensils were in the trains, and the effort to have 
bread baked at Lynchburg had failed. Neither the wagon trains, nor 
the artillery of tie 2d corps were up, and I knew that the country 
through which Hunter's route led for forty or fifty miles, was, for the 
most part, a desolate mountain region ; and that his troops were taking 
everything in the way of provisions and forage wliich they could lay 
their bands on. My field officers, except those of -B reck en ridge's com- 
mand, were on foot, as their horses could not be transported on the 
trains from CharlottesvUIe. I bad seen our soldiers endure a great deal, 
but there was a limit to the endurance even of Confederate soldiers. 
A stern chase with infantry ie a very difficult one, and Hunter's men 
were marching for their lives, his disabled being cairiod in his provision 
train which was now empty. My cavalry was not strong enough to 
accomplish anything of importance, and a further pursuit could only 
have resulted in disaster to my command from want of provisions and 
forage, 

I was glad to see Hunter take the route to Lewisburg, as I knew he 
could not stop short of the Kanawha River, and he was, therefore, dis- 
poaed of for some time. Had be moved to Southwestern Virginia, he 
would have done us incalculable mischief, as there were no troops of 
any consequence in that quarter, but plenty of supplies at that time. I 
should, therefore, have been compelled to follow bim.* 

* Grant, in his report, fays : "Qenernl Hunter, owing to a «»nt of ammunition to give bat- 
tie, retired from before tbe plane" (Lynchburn). This ta a little remarkable, as it appears 
Ibat this espedillon had been lonE contemplated and was one of the prominent features of 
Ihe campaign of 1S61. Sheridan, with bi3 cavalry, was to ha.e nniled «ith Hunter at Lynoh- 
burj. and ihe two together were to have destroyed General Leo's ooromnQieat^ona and de. 
Dotaof»upplies,amiib«nhaYejoined Grant. Can it ba believoii that Hunter set out on ec 
important an elpediUon with sn insulEoient supply of ammunition? He had only fought 
the battle of Piedmont with a part of his foreo, ondit was not a very severe one, asJonei.' 
fotoo was a amall one and composed mostly of caualry. Cook's column notbemg there, was 
not enKaged. Had Sheridan defeated Hampton at Trerilllan'e, he would have roaehed 
Lynchburg after destroying the railroad on the way, and I could not hare reached there in 
time to do any good. Biit Hampton defeated Sheridan, and the lalter saw '■ lofaniry too 
.liong to suoctasfully assault." Had Hunter moved on Lynchburg with energy, th>t jA»e» 
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My commaDd had marched sixty mUee, in three days pursuit, over very 
rough roads, and that part of it from the Army of Northern Virginia 
had had no rest since leaving Gaines' MiO. I determined, therefore, to 
rest on the 22d, so as to enable the wagons and artillery to get up, and 
prepare the men for the long march before them. Imhoden had come 
up, following on the road through Salem after the enemy, and the cav- 
alry was sent through Fincastle to watch the enemy and annoy him as 
he passed through the mountaina towards Lewiaburg, and also ascer- 
tain whether he would endeavor to get into the Valley towards Lexing- 
ton or Staunton. 



MAECH DOWN THE VALLEY AND OPERATIONS IN THE 
LOWEIt VALLEY AND MARYLAND. 

At Lynchburg, I had received a telegram from General Lee, direct- 
ing me, after disposing of Hunter, either to return to his army or carry 
out the original plan, as I might deem most expedient under the cir- 
cumstances in which I found myself. After the pursuit had ceased, I 
received another dispatch from him, submitting it t* my judgment 
whether the condition of my troops would permit the expedition across 
the Potomac to be carried out, and I determined to take the responsibil- 
ity of continuing it. On the 23d, the march was resumed and ire 
reached Buchanan that night, where we struck again the route over 
which Hunter had advanced.* Ransom's cavalry moved by Clifton 

would have fallen before it was possible for me to get there. But ho tarried on ths way for 
purposes which will herMfler ap|iear,«nd when he reaehod there, hia heart failed him and 
he was afraid to flght an inferior force, and then there waa discovered, "A want of ammu- 
nillonlo give battle." 

• The scenes on Huntet's route from Lynchburg had been truly heart-rending. Hon ea 
lad been hnrnod, and helpless women and children loft without shelter. The country Had 
been stripped of proTiaionsandmany families left without a morsel to eat. Futnifnre and 

elothinR they had eioept that on their backs. Ladies' trunks had bean rifled and (heir 
dresses torn to pieces in mere wantonneas. Ereu the negro gu-ls had lost their littJe 
finery. We now had renewed eTidenoes of the outrages comroitled by Hunter-s orders in 

which the torch had been applied by hia orders. At Leiingtoa he had burned the Mili- 
tary Institute, with all of its contents, including its library and ecientiflo apparatus ; and 
Wash inRton College had been plundered and the statue of Washington elolen. The residence 
otEiJSoyernorLetcti«rat that place had been burned by ordersjand bulafew mianteBglyen 
Mrs.Lelcherandher famdytoleavetho house. In the same eountyamosteiOellentChris- 
tian gentleman, a Mr. Creigh.had been hung, because, on a former occasion, he hsi kllle . a 
straggling and marauding Federal soldier while in the actof insulting and outraging the la- 
dles of his family. These are hut some of the outrages committed by HuBtsror hia orders, 
and I will not insult the memcfty ot the ancient barbarians of the North b] 
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Forge, throngli the western part of Eockbridge, to keep a lookout for 
Hunter and ascertain if he should attempt to get into the Valley agnin. 

On tlie S6th, I reached Staunton in advance of the troops, and the 
latter came up next day, which was spent in reducing tranaportation 
and getting provisions from Wayneshoro, to which point they had been 
sent over the tailrosd. Some of the guns and a number of the horses 
belonging to the artillery were now unfit for service, and the best of 
each were selected, and about a battalion taken from Breckinridge's ar- 
tillery, under Lieutenant Colonel King, to accompany us, in addition 
to the two battalions brought with the 2d corps. The rest were loft 
behind with a portion of the officers and men in charge of them. The 
dismoanted cavalry had been permitted to send for their horses which 
bad been recruiting, and Colonel Bradley T. Johnson, who had joined 
me at this place with a battalion of Maryland cavalry, was assigned to 
the command of Jones' brigade, with the temporary rank of Brigadier 
General, that brigade having been reorganized and the two Maryland 
battalions attached to it. General Breckenridge had accompanied us 
from Lynchburg, and, to give him a command commensurate with hia 
proper one, and at the same time enable me to control the cavalry more 
readily, Gordon's division of infantry was assigned to his command in 
addition to the one under Elzcy, and Eansom, in charge of the cavalry, 
was ordered to report to me directly. Major General Elzey was re- 
lieved from duty at his own request, and the division under him was left 
under the temporary command of Brigadier General Vaughan. 

The ofScial reports at this place showed about two thousand mounted 
men for duty in the cavalry, which was composed of four small brigades, 
to wit ! Imboden's, McCausland's, Jackson's, and Jones', (now John- 
son's). Vaaghan's had not been mounted, but the horses had been sent 
for from Southwestern Virginia, The official reports of the infantry 
showed 10,000 muskets for duly, including Vanghan'a dismounted cav- 
alry. Nearly, if not quite half the company officers and men were bare- 
footed or nearly so, and a dispatch bad been sent from Salem by cour- 
ier, and Lynchburg by telegraph, to Kichmond, requesting shoea to be 
sent to Staunton, but they had not arrived. 

Another telegram was received here from Gen. Lee, stating that the 
circnmstancea under which my original orders were given had changed, 
and again submitting it to my judgment, in the altered slate of things, 
whether the movement down the Valley and across the Potomac should 
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be made. The accession to my command from BreckenriiJge'a forces 
Lad not been as great as General Lee supposed it would be, on account 
of tLe disorganization consequent on Jones' defeat at Piedmont, and 
tbe subaequeat rapid movement to Lyncbbui-g from Eoclilish Gap, but 
I determined to carry out tbe original design at all haaarda, and tele- 
graphed to General Lee my purpose to continue tbe movement. 

The march was resumed on the 28[h wilh five days rations in the 
wagons and two days in haversacks, empty wagons being left to bring 
the shoes when they arrived. Imboden was sent through Brock's Gap 
in the Great North Mountain to the Valley of tha South Branch of the 
Potomac, with his brigade of cavalry and a battery of horse artillery, to 
destroy the railroad bridge over (hat stream and all the bridges on the 
Baltimore and Ohio railroad from that point to Martinsbnrg. The tele- 
graph line was repaired to New Market as we marched down the Val- 
ley, and commimicationa kept up with that point by eigna! stations. 
On the 2d of July we reached Winchester,* and I bere received a dis- 
patch from General Lee, directing me to remain in the lower Valley 
until everything was in readiness to ci'oss the Potomac, and to destroy 
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad and tbe Ohesapealce and Ohio Canal aa 
far aa possible. This -was in accordance with my previous determina- 
tion, and its policy was obvious. My provisions were nearly eshansted 
and if I had moved through Loudon, it would have been necessary for 
me to halt and thresh wheat and have it ground, as neither bread nor 
flour could be otherwise obtained; which would have caused much 
greater delay than was required on the other route, where we could take 
provisions from the enemy. Moreover, unless tbe Baltimore and Ohio 
railroad was torn up, the enemy would have been able to move fioopa 
from the West over that road to Washington. 

On the night of tbe 2d, McOausland was sent across North Mountain, 
to move down Back Creek, and burn the railroad bridge at its mouth, 
and then to move by North Mountain depot to HaynesvilJe, on the 
road from Martinshurg to Williamsport; and, early on the morning of 
the 3d, Bradley Johnson was sent by Smithfield and Leetown, to cross 
the railroad at Keamcysvillc, east of Martinsbnrg, and unite with 
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McCausland, at Haynesville, so as to cut off the retreat of Sigel, viho 
who was at MartiDsburg with a considerable force. Brectenridge 
moved, on the same morning, direct for Martinsburg, witli his command 
preceded by Gilmore's battalion of cavalry, while I moved, with Rodes' 
and Eamaeur'a divisions, over the route taken by Johnson, to LeclflWH, 
On the approach of Breckenridge, Sigel, after very slight skirmishing, 
evacuated Martinsburg, leaving behind considerable slorea, which iell into 
our hands. McCansland burned the bridge over Back Creek, captured 
the guard at North Mountain depot, and succeeded in reaching Haynes- 
ville ; bat Johnson encountered a force at Leetown, under Mulligan, 
which, after hard fighting, he drove across the railroad, when, Sigel 
having united with Mulligan, Johnson's command was forced back, 
just before night, on Eodcs* and Eamseur's divisions, which had arrived 
at Leetown, after a march of twenty-four miles. It was loo late, and 
these diviaione were too much exhausted, to go after the enemy ; and, 
during the nigbt, Sigel retreated across the Potomac, at Shepherdstown, 
to Maryland Heights. , 

On the 4th, Shepherdstown was occupied hy a part of Ransom's cav- 
alry. Eodea' and Eamseur's divisions moved to Harper's Ferry, and 
the enemy was driven from Bolivar Heights, and the village of Bolivar, 
to an inner line of works under the cover of the guns from Maryland 
Heights. Breckenridge, after burning the railroad bridges at Martins- 
burg and across the Opequon, moved to DufBeld's depot, five miles from 
Harper's Ferry, destroying the road as he moved. During the night 
of the 4th, the enemy evacuated Harper's Ferry, burning the railroad 
and pontoon bridges across the Potomac. 

It was not possible to occupy the town of Harper's Ferry, except 
with skirmishers, as it was thoroughly commanded hy the heavy guns 
on Maryland Heights ; and the 5th was spent by Eodes' and Eamseur's 
divisions in demonstrating at that place. In ibe afternoon, Brecken- 
ridge's command crossed the river at Shepherdstown, and Gordon's 
division was advanced over tbe Antietam, towards Maryland Heights. 
At night, considerable stores, which had been abandoned at Harper's 
Ferry, were secured ; and, before day. Bodes' and Eamseur's divisions 
moved to Shepherdstown and crossed the Potomac early on the 6th, 
Lewis' brigade, of Eamseur's division; being left to occupy Harper's 
Ferry with skirmishers. 

On this day (the 6th} Gordon's division advanced towards Maryland 
Heights, and drove the enemy into hia works. Working parties were 
employed in destroying the aqueduct of the canal over the Antietam, 
and the locks and cana! boats. 

On the 7th, Eodes moved through Eohersville, on the road to 
Crampton's Gap in South Mountain, and skirmished with a small jorce 
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of the enemy, wliile Breekenridge demonstrated against Maryland 
Heighta, with Grordon's division, supported hy liia other divJBion, now 
under Brigadier General Echols, who had reported for duty. 

While these operations were going on, McCausland had occupied 
Hagerstown, and levied a contrihution of 820,000, and Boonshoro had 
been occupied by Johnson's cavalry. On the 6th I received a letter 
from General Lee, by special courier, informing me that on the 12th an 
effort would be made to release the priaonera at Poiat Lookout, and 
directing me to take steps to unite them with my command, if the at- 
tempt was successful ; but I was not informed of the manner in which 
the attempt would be made — General Lee stating that be was not him- 
Belf advised of the particulars. 

My desire had heea to manceuvre the enemy out of Maryland Heights, 
BO as to enable me move directly from Harper's Ferry for Washington ; 
bat he had taken refuge in his strongly fortified works, and, as they could 
not be approached without great difficulty, and an attempt to carry them 
by assault would have resulted in greater loss than the advantage to be 
gained would justify, I determined ta move through the gaps of South 
Mountain to the north of the Heights. On the 7th, the greater portion 
of the cavalry was sent across the mountain, ia the direction of Frederick ; 
and, that night, the expected shoes having arrived and been distributed, 
orders were given for a general move next morning ; and an officer {Lieut 
Ool. GiDodwin, of a Louisiana regiment) was ordered back to Winchester, 
with a small guard, to collect the stragglers at that place, and prevent 
them from following. 

Imboden had reached the railroad, at the south branch of the Potomac, 
and partially destroyed the bridge, bnt had not succeeded in dislodging 
the guard from the block house at that place. He had been taken sick, 
and very little bad been accomplished hy the expedition ; and his 
brigade, now under the command of Colonel George H. Smith, had 
returned. 

Early on the morning of the 8th, the whole force moved ; Bodes, 
through Crampton's Gap, to Jefferson ; Breckenridge, through Fox's 
Gap ; and Kamseur, with the trains, through Boonsboro Gap, followed 
by Lewis' brigade, which had started from Harper's Ferry the night 
before, after burning the trestle-work on the railroad, and the stores 
which had not been brought off. Breckenridge and Eamseur encamped 
near Middletown, and Kodes near Jefferson. Ransom had occupied 
Catoctan Mountain, between Middletown and Frederick, with his 
cavalry, and had skirmished heavily with a body of the enemy at the 
latter place. McCausland was ordered to move to the right, in the 
afternoon, and the next day cut the telegraph and railroad between 
Maryland Heights and Washington and Baltimore — cross the Moaocacy, 
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and, if possible, occupy tLe railroad biidge over that etream, at the 
Junction near Frederick. 

Early on the 9th, Johnson, witli his brigade of cavalry, and a battery 
of horae artillery, moved to the north of Frederick, with orders to strike 
the railroads from Baltimore to Haniaburg and Philadelphia, bum the 
bridgea over the Gunpowder, also to cut the railroad between Washing- 
ton and Baltimore, and threaten the latter place ; and then to move 
towards Point Lookout, for the purpose of releasing the prisoners, if 
we should succeed in getting iuto Washington. The other troops also 
moved forward towards llonocacy Junction, and Eamseur's division 
passed through Fiederick, driving a force of akirmishers before it. 



BATTLE OP MONOCACr. 

The enemy, in considerable force under General Lew Wallace, waa 
found strongly posted on the eastern hank of the Monocacy, near the 
Junction, with an earthwork and two block houses commanding both 
the railroad bridge and the bridge on the Georgetown pike. Eamseur's 
division was deployed in frontof the enemy, after driving his skirmishers 
across the river, and several batteries were put in position, when a sharp 
artilleiy fire opened from both sides. Rodes* division had come up from 
Jefferson and was placed on Ramseur'a left, covering the roads from 
Baltimore and the crossings of the Monocacy above the Junction. 
Breckenridge's command, with the trains, was in the rear between 
Frederick and the Junction, while the residue of the cavalry was watch- 
ing a force of the enemy's cavalry which had followed from Maryland 
Heights. Tho enemy's position was too strong, and the difficulties of 
crossing the Monocacy under fire too great, to attack in front without 
greater loss than I was willing to incur. I therefore made an examiua- 
tion in person to find a point at which the river could be crossed, so as 
to take the enemy in flank. While I was engaged in making this ex- 
amiaatioa to my right, I discovered McCausland in the act of crossing 
the river with his brigade. As soon as he crossed he dismounted his 
men, and advanced rapidly against the enemy's left flank, which he 
threw into confusion, and he came very near capturing a battery of 
artillery, but the enemy coacenfracted on him and he was gradually 
forced back, obstinately contesting the ground. McCausland's move- 
ment solved the problem for me, and as soon as I discovered it, orders 
were sentto Ereckenridge to move up rapidlywith Gordon's division to 
McCausland'B assistance, and to follow up his attack. This divi&ion 
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crossed at the Bame place, and Gordon was ordered to move forward and 
strike tlie enemy on liia left flank, aad drive him from the position com- 
manding the croEsingB in Bamseur'e front, so us to enable the latter to 
cross. This movement was executed under the personal superintendence 
of General Brecbentidge, and, while Ramseur skirmished with tho 
enemy in front, the attack was made by Gordon in gallant style, and, 
with the aid of several pieces of King's artillery which had been crossed 
over, and Nelson's artillery from (he opposite side, he threw the enemy 
into great confusion and forced him from his position. Eamseur imme- 
diately crossed on the railroad bridge, and pursued the enemy's flying 
forces, and Rodes crossed on the left and joined in the pursuit. 
Echol's division, which had been left to guard the trains was 
ordered up during the engagement, but was not needed. The pursuit 
was soon discontinued, as Wallace's entire force had taken (he 
road towards Baltimore, and I did not want prisoners. Wallace's 
force I estimated at 8000 or 10,000, and it -was ascertained that one 
division of the Gih corps (Eickett's) fiom Grant's army, was in 
the fight. Between 600 and 700 unwoanded prisoners fell into our 
hands, and the enemy's loss in killed and wounded was very heavy. 
Our loss in killed and wounded was about 700, and among them were 
Brigadier General Evans wounded, and Colonel Lamar of the 61st Geor- 
gia regiment. Lieutenant Colonel Tavener, of the 17th Virginia cavalry, 
and Lieutenant Hobson, of Nelson's artillery, killed. The action closed 
about sunset, and we had marched fourteen miles before it commenced. 
AH the troops and trains were crossed over the Monocacy that night, so 
as to resume the march early next day. Such of our wounded as could 
not he moved in ambulances or otherwise, were sent to the hospitals at 
Frederick under charge of competent medical officers, and our dead 
were buried. During the operations at Monocacy, a contribution of 
$200,000 in money was levied on the city of Frederick, aad some 
needed supplies were obtained. 



OPERATIONS IN FRONT OF WASHINGTON ANIi RE^ 
CROSSING THE POTOMAC. 

On tlie loth, the march was resumed at daylight, and we bivouacked 
four miles from Roekville, on the Georgetown pike, having marched 
twenty miles. Ramsuur's division, which had remained behind for a 
short time to protect a working party engaged in destroying the railroad 
bridge, was detained for a time in driving off the party of cavalry which 
had been following from Maryland Heights, and did not get up until oae 
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o'clock at night. McCausIa nd, moving in front on this day, drove a 
body of the enemy's cavalry before him, and had quite a brisk engage- 
ment at Bockville, where he encamped after defeating and driving off 
the enemy. 

"We moved at daylight on the 11th ; McGausland moving on the 
Georgetown pike, while the infantry, preceded by Imboden's cavalry, 
under Colonel Smith, turned to the left at Roekville, so as to reach the 
7th street Jpike which runs by Silver Spring into Washington, Jack- 
son's cavalry moved on the left flank. Tlie previoug day had been 
very warm, and the roads were exceedingly dusty, as there had been 
no rain for several weeks. The heat duriDg the night had been very 
oppressive, and but little rest had been obtained. This day was an 
exceedingly hot one, and there was no air stirring. While marching, 
the men were enveloped in a suffocating cloud of duat, and many of 
them ;fell by the way from exhaustion. Our progress was therefore 
very much impeded, but I pushed on as rnj'idly as possible, hoping to 
get into the fortifications around Wasbingiou before they could be 
manned. Smith drove a small body of cavalry before him into the 
works on the 7th street pike, and dismounted his men and deployed 
them as skirmishers. I rode ahead of the infantry, and arrived in sight 
of Fort Stevens on this road a short time after noon, when I discovered 
that the works were but feebly manned. 

Bodes, whose division was in front, was immediately ordered to bring ■ 
it into Hue as rapidly as possible, throw out skirmishers, and move into 
the works if he could. My whole column was then moving by flank, 
wbieh was the only practicable mode of marching on the road we were 
on, and before Bodes' division could be brought up, we saw a cloud of 
dust in the rear of the works towards Washington, and soon a column 
of the enemy filed into them on the right and left, and skirmishera were 
thrown out in front, while an artillery fire was opened on us from a 
number of batteries. This defeated our hopes of getting possesion of 
of the works by surprise, and it became necessary to reconnoitre. 

Rodes' skirmishera were thrown to the front, driving those of the 
enemy to the cover of the works, and we proceeded to examine the for- 
tifications in order to ascertain if it was practicable to carry them by 
assault. They were found to he exceedingly strong, and consisted of 
what appeared to be enclosed forts for heavy artillery, with a tier of 
lower works in front of each pierced for an immense number of guns, 
the whole being connected by curtains with ditches in front, and 
strengthened by palisades and abattis. The timber had been felled 
within cannon range all around and left on the ground, making a for- 
midable obstacle, and every possible approach was raked by artillery. 
Oa the right was Rock Creek, running through a deep ravine which . 
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had been rendered impassible by tbe feiliug of the timber on each side, 
and beyond were the works on the Georgetown pike, which had been 
reported to be the strongest of all. On the left, as far as the eye could 
reach, the works appeared lo ' be of the same impregnable character. 
The position was naturally strong for defence, and the esaroination 
showed, what might have been expected, that every appliance of science 
and unlimited means had been used to r^der the fortifications around 
Washington as strong as possible. This rcconnoiasance consumed the 
balance of the day. 

The rapid marching, which had bioken down a mimber of the men 
who were barefoot«d or weakened by previous exposure, and had been 
left in the Valley aad directed to be collected at Winchester, and tbe 
losses in killed and wounded at Harper's Ferry, Maryland Heights and 
Monocaey, had reduced my infantry to about 6000 muskets. Of those 
remaining, a very large number were greatly exhausted by the last two 
days marching, some having fallen by sunstroke, and I was satisfied, 
when we arrived in front of the fortification 8, that not more than one- 
third of my force could have been carried into action. I had about 
forty pieces of field artillery, of which the largest were 12-pounder Na- 
poleoiis, besides a few pieces of horse artillery with the cavalry. Mc- 
Causland reported the works on the Georgetown pike too strongly 
manned for him to assault. We could not move to the tight or the left 
Vithout its being discovered from a signal station on the top of the 
'■ Soldiers' Home," which overlooked the country, and the enemy would 
have been enabled to move in his woiks to meet us. Under the circam- 
staBees, to have rushed my men blindly against the fortifi cations, with- 
out understanding the state of things, would have been worse than folly. 
If we had any friends in Washington, none of them came out to give us 
information, and this satisfied me that the place was not undefended. I 
knew that troops had arrived from Grant's army, for prisoners had been 
captured from Eichelt's division of the 6th coi^^ a* Monocaey. From 
Sharpsburg I had sent a message to Mosby, by one of his men, request- 
ing him to cross the Potomac below Harper's Ferry, cut the railroad 
and telegraph, and endeavor to find out the condition of things in Wash- 
ington, but he had not crossed the river and I had received no infoi-ma- 
tion from him. A northern paper, which was obtained, gave the mfor- 
mation that Hunter, after moving up the Ohio river in steamboats, was 
passing over the BaUiniore and Ohio railroad, and I knew that he would 
be at Harper's Ferry soon, as Imboden had done very little damage to 
the road west of Martinsburg. After dark on the 11th, I held a consul- 
tation with Major Generals Breckenridgej Eodes, Gordon and Eamseur, 
in which I stated to them the danger of remaining where we were, and 
the necessity of doing something immediately, as the probability waa i , 
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that the passes of the South Mountain and the fords of the upper Poto- 
mac would soon he closed against ns. After interchanging views with 
them, being very reluctaut to abandon tlie project of capturing Wash- 
ington, I determined to make an assault on the enemy's works at day- 
light next morning, unless some information should be received before 
that time showing its impracticability, and bo informed those officers. 
During the night a dispatch was received from Gen. Bradley Johnson 
from near Baltimore, informing me that he had received information, from 
a reliable source, that two corps had arrived from Gen. Grant's army, 
and that his whole army was probably in motion. This caused me 
to delay the attack until I could examine the works again, and as soon 
as it was light enough to see, I rode to the front and found the parapets 
lined with troops. I had, therefore, relucUntly to give up all hopes of 
capturing Washington, after I had arrived in sight of the dome of the 
Capital, and given the Federal authorities a terrible fright. 

Grant ia bis report says, in regard to the condition of things when I 
moved towards Washington : " The gariaaons of Baltimore and Wash- 
ington were at this time made up of heavy artillery regiments, hundred 
days' men, and detachments from the invalid corps." And, in regard 
to the force of Wallace at Monocacy, he says : " His force was not suf- 
ficient to ensure success, but he fought the enemy nevertheless, and 
■■ although it resulted in a defeat to our arms, yet it detained the enemy 
and thereby served to enable General Wright to reach Washington with 
two divisions of the 6th corps, and the advance of the I9th corps, be- 
fore him." Stanton says in his report : "Here (at Washington) they 
(we) were met by troops from the Army of the Potomac, consisting of 
the 6th corps under General Wright, a part of the 8th corps, under 
General Gilmore, and a part of the 1 9tb corps, just aiTived from New 
Orleans under General Emory." Taking Grant's statement of the 
troops which had arrived from his army as the most reliable, they were 
sufficient to hold the works against my troops, at least until others could 
arrive. But, in addition to those which bad already arrived, there were 
the detachments from the invalid corps, called, I believe, the " VetAan 
Reserves" (of which I was informed there were about 5000). the heavy 
artillery regiments, the hundred days' men, and, I suppose, the part of 
the 8th corps mentioned by Stanton. To all these may be added the 
local troops, or militia, and the government employees. Some of the 
northern papers stated that, between Saturday and Monday, I could have 
entered the city ; but on Saturday I was fighting at Monocacy, thirty- 
five miles from Washington, a force which I could not leave in my rear; 
and, after disposing of that force and moving as rapidly as it was pos- 
sible for me to move, I did not arrive in front of the fortifications until 
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after noon on Monday, and then my troops were eshaueted, and it re- 
quired time to bring them up into line. I had then made a march, over 
■the circuitous route hy Charlottesville, Lynchburg and Salem, down 
the Valley, and through the passes of the South Mountain, which, not 
withstanding the delays in dealing with Hunter's, Sigel'a and Wal- 
lace's forces, is, for its length and rapidity, I believe, without a parallel 
in this or any other modern war — the unopposed marauding excursion 
of the freebooter, Sherman, through Geoi-gia, not excepted. My small 
force had been thrown up to the very walls of the Federal capital, north 
of a river which could not be forded at any point within forty miles, 
and with a heavy force and the Sooth Mountain in my rear — the passes 
through which mountain could be held by a small number of troops. 
A glance at the map, when it is recollected that the Potomac is a wide 
river, and navigable to Waahington for the largest vessels, will cause 
the intelligent reader to wonder, not why I failed to fake "Washington, 
but why I had the audacity to approach it as I did, with the small force 
under my command. It was supposed by some, who were not informed 
of the facts, that I delayed id the lower Valley longer than was neces- 
sary ; hut an examination of the foregoing narrative will show that not 
one moment was spent in idleness, but that every one was employed in 
making some arrangement, or removing some difficulty in my way, which 
it was necessary to make or remove, so as to enable me to advance with 
a prospect of success. I could not move across the Potomac and 
through the passes of the South Mountain, with any safety, until Sigel 
was driven from, or safely housed in, the fortifications at Maryland 
Heights. 

After abandoning the idea of capturing Washington, I determined to 
remain in front of the fortifications during the 12th, and retire at night, 
as I was satisfied that to remain longer wodd cause the loss of my en- 
tire force. 

Johnson had burned the bridges over the Gunpowder, on the Harris- 
burg and Philadelphia roads, threatened Baltimore, and started for Point 
Jjookout, but I sent an order for him to return. The attempt to release 
the prisoners of which I was informed by General Lee, was not made, 
as the enemy had received notice of it in some way. Major Harry 
Gilmore, who burned the bridge over the Gunpowder, on the Philadel- 
phia road, captured Major Genera! Franklin on a train at that point, but 
he was permitted to escape, either by the carelessness or exhaustion of 
the guard placed over him, before I was informed of the capture. 

On the afternoon of the 12tb, a heavy reconnoitring force was sent 
out hy the enemy, which, after severe skirmishing, was driven back by 
Rodes' division with but slight loss to us. About dark we commenced 
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retiring and did so without molestation.* Passing tlirough RoekvUle 
and Poolsviile, we .crossed the Potomac at White's Ford, above Lees- 
burg, ia Loudon County, on the morning of the 14th, bringing off the 
prisoners ':aptured at Monocacy and everything else ia safety. There 
was some skirmishing in the rear between our cavalry and that of the 
enemy which was following, and on the afternoon of the 14tb, there 
was some artillery firing by the enemy across the river, at our cavalry 
which was watching the fords. Besides the money levied in Hagers- 
town and Frederick, which was subsequently very useful ia obtaining 
supplies, we brought off quite a large number of beef cattle, and the 
cavalry obtained a number of horses, some being also procured for the 
artillery.! 

aseertain the enemj'B position ond force. A severe ekirmisli eDgued, inwhiehwelostESO 
lo killed and BOuBdsd. Ths encmy'B loss was probablj Eteater. Ho commeneed retiring 
duriDg the night." In record lo the same affair, Slanton soys: " By these troopH(Wri«ht's, 

tilj lo Vir£in(». pursued by onr foroeg under General Wright." Grant's slatenlent is cor- 
rect, with the eiceptionofthe eatimaiehe places ononr loEa, Comment on Stantonlsnn- 
necessary when it ia compared with that of Grant. 

ton the night of the 12tb, the house of Postmaster General Blair near Silver Spriogwas 
burned,' and i was sssumed by the enemy that it was burned by my orders. The fact is 
lhatlhadnothingtodowithit,anddonot yetknow how the burning occurred. Though 1 
believed that retaliation was fully justified by the previous acts ofthe enemy, yet I did not 
nlsb to Incur the risli of any ticeuse on^the part of my troops, and|it was obviously impol. 

ment. Some of my officers thought the burning was done by some person iu the nelghbor- 

latein the day, or It may hAVO beeu the act of some of my men; and a unmber of them had 
abundant prOTocalion for ihe set. In the sight of their own devastated homes as they 
mairhed dowo the Valley on Hunter's track. In retaliation for the burningoftbishouse, 
tiro Federal gunboats with a body of soldiers on board were sent up the Enppahannock 
river, on which there was not a Confederate soldier, to bum the house of Ihe widow of the 
brother of the Hon. James A. Seddon, the Confedarale Secretary of War, and she and her 
little children were turned out of doors, and the house with all its contents consigned to 
the fiames. A card was left, signed by Butler or his order, stating that the house was 
burned In retaliation for the burning of the Hon. Montgomery Blair's house. Thi retalia- 
tion upon a widowed lady and her orphan children, by a combined military and naval expe- 
dition, was worthy of the agent selected, and the cause in which he was engaged. But, 
though it wai very coogenjaito his nature, I do not regard Butler aa alone responsible for 
thlsact. The odium of it should attach to his superiors, Lincoln and Grant, he being the 
fiivorltflof the former and the subordinateof thelatter, and at that lime serving under his 
Immediate orders. 
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RETURN TO THE VALLEY AND OPERATIONS THERE. 

"We rested oa tte 14tli and 15th near Leesburg ; and on the mombg 
of the 16t!i, resumed the march to the Valley, through Snicker's Gap 
in the Blue Ridge. Huater had arrived at Harper's Ferry and united 
with Sigel, and the whole force had moved from that place, under 
Crook, to Hillsboro, !n Loudon, and a hody of cavalry from it made a 
dash on our train, aa we were moving towards the Valley, and succeed- 
ed in aetting iire to a few wagons, but waa soon driven off by troops 
from Rodea' and Ramaeur's divisions, and one piece of artillery waa 
captured from the enemy. 

On the morning of the 17th, we crossed the Shenandoah, at Snicker'a 
or Caatleman's Ferry, and took possession near Berryvilie — Brecken- 
ridge covering the ford at the ferry, and the river above and below, 
and Rodes' and Ramseur'a diviaions the roads from Harper'a Ferry. 

On the 18th, the enemy, having moved through Snicker's Gap, ap 
peared on the banks of the Shenandoah, and there was some skirmish- 
ing. In the afternoon, a heavy column of his infantry made a dash at 
Parker's Ford, one mile below the ferry, and crossed over, after driving 
back- the picket of one hundi'ed men at that point. Breckenridge moved 
Gordon's and Echol'a divisions to the front, and held the enemy in 
check, while Rodea' division was brought up from the left, and attacked 
and drove him across the river, with heavy loas and in great confusion* 

On the 19th, the enemy's main body still occupied the eaatem bank 
of the Shenandoah, and amaller columns moved up and down the river, 
to effect a crossing. Imboden with lii*" own and McCausland's cavalry, 
resisted and repulsed one of th 1 mn which attempted to cross at 

Berry's FeiTy, with consid abl 1 t he enemy. The horses of 
Vaughan's cavalry having h n b It from Southwestern Virginia, 
his small force had been now m nt d Oa thia day I received infoi-ma- 
tion that a column under A e 11 was m ng from Martinsburg towards 
Winchester, and as the position I held near Berryv'lle left nj t a'ns 
exposed to espeditiona in the rear from Martinaburg and Harper's 
Ferry, I determined to concentrate my force near Straah rg so aa to 
enable me to put the trains in aafety, and then move o it and attack the 
enemy. This movement was commenced on the n gbt of the 19th ; 
Ramseur'a division, with a battery of artillery, being sent to "W nches- 
ter, to cover that place against Averill, while the atorea and the sick and 
wounded were being removed, and the other divisions moving through 
Millwood and White Post to the Valley Pike at Newtown and Middle* 
town. 
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Vaughan's and Jackson's cavalry had been watching Averill, and, on 
the afternoon of the 20th, it was reported to Gen. Ramseur, by Gen. 
Vaughan, that Averill was at Stephenson's depot, with aa inferior force, 
which could be captured, and Ramseur moved out from Winchester to 
attack him ; but relying on the accuracy of the information he had re- 
ceived, General Ramseur did not take the proper precautions in advanc- 
ing, and hia division, while moving by the flank, was suddenly met by 
a larger force, under Averill, advancing in line of battle, and the result 
was that Eamaeur's force was thrown into confusion, and compelled to 
retire, with the loss of four pieces of artillery, and a number in killed 
and woimded — Brigadier Generals Lewis and Lilly being among the 
wounded, and Colonel Board, of the 58th Virgiuia regiment, among the 
killed. Colonel Jackson made a vigorous charge with his cavalry, 
which enabled Ramseur to rally his men, restore order, and arrest the 
progress of Averill before he reached Winchester. The eiTor committed 
on this occasion by this most gallant officer, ^v.^s nobly retrieved in the 
subsequent part of the campaign. I received, at Newtown, the news of 
Ramseur's misfortune, and immediately moved to his assistance with 
Rodcs' division ; but on arriving at Winchester, I found that the ene- 
my, after being checked, had fallen back a short distance; and as 
another and much larger column was moving through Berryville, I did 
not go after Averill, but moved the whole command to Newtown — the 
stores, and such of the wounded and sick as could be transported, having 
been gotten off. 

On the 2 1st, my whole infantry force was concentrated near Middle- 
town ; and on the 22d it was moved across Cedar Creek, towards Stras- 
burg, and so posted as to cover all the i-oada from the direction of Win- 
chester, 

A report having been sent to me, from Mt, Jackson, that a force of 
the enemy was moving from the Valley of the South Branch ot the Po 
tomac to that place, Imboden was sent to ascertain its truth, and it 
proved to be false. We rested on the 23d, while waiting to aaccrtain the 
movements of the enemy, and during the day a report was received from 
the cavalry in front, that a large portion of the force sent after us 
from Washington was returning, and that Crook and Averill had 
united and were at Kemstown, near Winchester. 
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BATTLE OF KERNSTOWN. 



On the recepliou of the foregoing informatioa, I determined to attack 
the enemy at once ; and early on the morning of the 24th, my whole 
force was put in motion for "Winchester. The enemy, nnder Crook, 
consisting of the " Army of West Virginia," and including Hnnter'a 
and Sigel's forces, and Averill's cavahy, was found in position at 
KemBtown, on the same ground occupied hy Shields, at the time of 
General Jackson's fight with him, oh the 92d of March, 1S62. Ram- 
Bcur's division was sent to the !cft, at Bartonsville, to get around the 
enemy's right flank, while the other divisions moved along the Valley 
Pike, and formed on each side of it. Ransom's cavalry was ordered 
to move in two columns ; one on the right, along the road from Front 
Royal to Winchester ; and the other on the left, and west of Win- 
chester, so as to nnite in rear of the latter place, and cut off the 
enemy's retreat. After the enemy's skirmishers were driven in, it was 
discovered that his left flank, extending through Kernslown, was 
exposed, and General Breckenridgc was ordered lo move Echol's 
division, now under Brigadier General Wharton, under cover of some 
ravines on our right, and attack that fiank. This movement, which was 
made undir General Breckenridge's personal superintendence, was 
handsomely executed, and the attacking division struck the enemy's 
left flank in open ground, doubling it up and throwing his whole line into 
great confusion. The other divisions then advanced, and the rout of 
the enemy became complefe. He was pursued, by the infantry and 
artillery, through and beyond Wiachesler; and the pursuit was con- 
tinued by Rodes' division to Stephenson's depot, six miles from Win- 
chester — this division then having marched twenty-seven miles from its 
position west of Strashurg. The cavalry had not been moved according 
to my orders ; and the enemy, having the advantage of an open country 
and a wide macadamized road, was enabled to make his escape with his 
artillery and most of his wagons. General Ransom had beea in very 
bad health since he reported to me at Lynchburg, and unable to take 
the active command in the field ; and all my operations had been im- 
peded for the want of an efficient and energetic cavalry commander. I 
think if I had had one on this occasion, the greater part of the enemy's 
force would have been captured or destroyed, for the rout was thorough. 
Out loss in this action was very light. The enemy's loss in kifled and 
wounded was severe, and two or three hundred prisoners fell into our 
hands; and among them Colonel Mulligan, in command of a division, 
mortally wounded. The infantry was too much exhausted to continue 
the pursuit on the 25th, and only moved to Bunker Hill, twelve miles 
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from Winchester. The pursuit was continued hy our cavalry, and Ihe 
enemy's rear guard of cavalry wm encountered at Martinsburg ; hut, 
after slight skirmishing, it evacuated the place. The whole defeated 
force crossed the Potomac, and took refuge at Maryland Heigkls and 
Harper's Ferry. The road from Winchester, via Martinslarg, to 
William^port, ■was strewed with the dohris of the rapid retreat — twelve 
caissons and seventy-two wagons having been abandoned and most of 
them bnmed." 



EXPEDITION INTO MARYLAND AND PENNSYLVANIA- 
BURNING OP CHAMBERSBURG. 

On the 26thwe moved to Marti nshurg, the cavalry going to the Potomac. 
The 27th and 28th were employed in destroying the railroad, it having 
been repaired since we passed over it at the beginning of the month. 
While at Martinsburg, it was ascertained, beyond all doubt that Hun- 
ter had been agaia indulging in his favorite mode of warfare, and that, 
after his return to the Valley, while we were near Washington, among 
other outrages, the private residence of Mr. Andrew Hunter, a member 
of the Virginia Senate, Mr. Alexander R. Boteler, an ex-member of the 
Confederate Congress as well aa of the United States Congress, and 
Edmund I. Lee, a distant relative of General Lee, all in Jefferson county, 
with their contents, had been burned by his orders, only time enough 
being given for the ladies to get out of the houses. A number of towas 
in the South, as well as private country houses, had been burned by the 
Federal troops, and the accounts had been heralded forth in some of the 
Northern papers in terms of exultation, and gloated over by their readers, 
while they were received with apathy by others, I now came to the 
conclusion that we had stood this mode of warfare long enough, and 
that it was time to open the eyes of the people of the North to its enor- 
mity, by an example in the way of retaliation. I did not select the 
cases mentioned, as having more mei-it or greater claims for retaliation 
than others, but because they had occurred within the limits of the coun- 



• Grant in his report entirely ignores this battla, in which tlie enem j'a forces were snpf 
liorto mine, and merely b«jb: "About Iho 241h it became evijent that Ihe enemy ks 
agam advancing upon Marjland and PennsylTania, and the Bth corps, which was at Wasl 
Ington, was ordered bacLi to Ihe yieinity of Harper's Ferry." 
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try covered by my command, and were brought more immediately to 
my attention.* 

The town of Chambersburg, in Penn sylvan ia, was selected as the one 
on which retaliation should he made, and McCausland was ordered to 
proceed, with hia brigade and that of Johnson and a battery of artillery, 
to that place, and demand of the municipal authorities the sum of llOO,- 
000 in gold, or S500,000 in United Statea eurrenpy, as a compensa- 
tion for the destruction of the Louses named and their confents ; and, in 
default of payment, to lay the town in ashes, in retaliation for the burn 
ing of those houses and others in Virginia, as well as for the towns 
which had been burned in Southern States. A written demand to that 
effect was sent to the municipal authorities, and they were informed whgt 
would be the result of a failure or refusal to comply with it. I desired 
to give the people of Chambersburg an opportunity of saving their town, 
by making compensation for part of the injury done, and hoped that the 
payment of such a sum would have the desired effect, and open the eyes 
ofthe people of other towns at the North, to the necessity of urging 
upon their government the adoption of a different policy, McCausland 
was also directed to proceed from Chambersburg towards Cumberland 
in Maryland, and levy contributions in money upon that and otiier 
towns able to bear them, and if possible destroy the machinery at the 
coal pits near Camberland, and the machine shops, depots, and bridges 
on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad as far as practicable. 

On the 29th, McCausland crossed the Potodiac near Clear Spring, 
above Williamsport, and I moved with Rodes' and Eamseur's divisions 
and Vaughan's cavalry to the latter place, while Imboden demonstrated 
with his and Jackson's cavalry towards Harper's Ferry, in order to 
withdraw attention from McCausland. Breckenridge remained at Mar- 
tinsburg and continued the destruction of the railroad, Vaughan drove 
a force of cavalry from Williamsport, and went into Hagerstown, where 
he captured and destroyed a train of cars loaded with supplies. One 
of Rodes' brigades was crossed over at Williamsport and subsecLuently 
withdrawn. On the 30tb, McCausland being well under way, I moved 
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58 BURNING OF CHAMBBRSBUBQ. 

back to Martinshurg, and oa tlie Slat the whole infantry force was moved 
to Bunker Hill, where we remained- on the 1st, 2d, and 3d of August, 

On the 4th, io order to enable McCausland to retire from Pennaylva- 
nia and Maryland, and to keep Hunter, who had been reinforced by the 
6th and 19th corps, and had been oscillating between Harper's Ferry 
and MoBocacy Junction, in a state of ancertainty, I again moved to the 
Potomac with the infantry and Vaughan's and Jackson's cavalry, while 
Imboden demonstrated towards Harper's Ferry. On the 5th Ilodes' 
and Ramseur's divisions crossed at Williamsport and took position near 
St. James' College, and Vanghan'a cavalry went into Hagerstown. 
Breckearidge, with his command, and Jackson's cavalry, crossed at 
Shepherdstown, and took position at Sharpslnrg. This position ia in 
fifll view from Maryland Heights, and a cavalry force waa sent out by 
the enemy to reconnoitre, which, after skirmishing with Jackson's cav- 
alry, waa driven off by the sharpshoolers of Gordon's division. Oa the 
6th, the whole force reerossed the Potomac at Williamaport, and moved 
towarda Martinsburg ; and on the 7th we returned to Bunker Hill.* 

oter Ihe grijund on which the battle of 
imy, was fuoght, and I was surprised to 
lee how (eir teacas reniBiiied of Ihat itrf at battle. In the woods at the famous Dunkard or 
Tunker Church (Where, from personal obseryation at the battle, leipeetedio End the trees 
terribly broken and battered, a stronger would find diffloulty tn identifyinglhe marks of tha 
bullets and shells. 

I will take QOoaaioQ here to say tljat the [Jiiblic, Koilh or South, has never known how 
small was the force with which General Lee fonght that battle. McClellan's eslimate ia rery 
wideottha mark. From personal observation and conversntioa Kith other officers en- 
gaged, incIudingGeneral Lee himself, lam satisfied that the latter was not able to carry UO,- 
000 men into aouon. The eihaustion of oar men, in the battles around Biohmond, the sub- 
Bcquent battles near Manassas, and oa the march to Maryland, when they were for days 
without anythingto eat except green enm, was so Rreat that the strangling was frightful 
before we crossed the Potemac. As an instance of our weakneES, and a reminiscenee 
worthy of being recorded, which was brought very forcibly to my mind while riding over 
the ground, I will state the tollowiog facts: In the early part of the day, all of General 
Jackson's troops on thofield esc ept my brigade (A. P. Hill had not then arrived from Har- 
per's Ferry) were driven from the field in great disorder, and Hood had taken their place 
with his division. My brigade, which wai on the extreme left supporting some artillery 
with which Eloart was operating, and had not been eneag 
son and posted in the left of the woods at the Dunkard Ch 
and then the enemy advanced to this wood— Sumner's o 
on onr left flsnk. My brigade then numbering about 1,08 
hundred men of Jackson's owndJtislon, who had been rn 
ford,and when there was an internal of at least one hal 
part of our line, held Sumner's corps in check for some ti 
field's corps penetrated into the interval in the woods between us and the rest of our line, 
when I was compelled to move by theflankandallaot it. That division was driven out of 
the woods by my brigade, wbileGrigsby and Stafford skirmished with Sumner's advancing 
force, when we turned on it, and. with the aid of three brigades— to wit: Anderson'n, 
Semmes', and Bark sdalc's— which hadjnst arrived to our assistance, drove it from the 
woods iu great confusion, and with heavy loss. So great was tlie disparity in the tocaee at 
this point that the wounded officers who were captured, were greatly mortified, and com- 
menced making eicoses by stating that the troops in their Iront were raw troops who 
stampeded and produced confusion in their ranks. McClellan, in his report, says that 
Sumner's corps and Green's dhision epec note red, in this wood, "overwhelming noBiteis 
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On the 30tli of July McCausland reached ChamberBbui^, and made 
Ihe demand as du'ected, reading to_Buch of the authorities ae presentod 
themselves the paper sent by me. The demand was not complied with, 
the people stating that ihey were not afraid ofhavingtheir town burned, 
and that a Federal force was approaching. The policy pursued by our 
army on former occasions had been so lenient that they did not suppose 
the threat was in earnest this time, and they hoped for speedy relief, 
McCausland, however, proceeded to carry out hia orders, and the greater 
part of the town was laid in ashes.* He then moved in the direction of 
Cnmberland, but. on approaching that town, he found it defended by a 
force under Kelly too strong for him to attack, and he withdrew towards 
Hampshire county, in Virginia, and crossed the Potomac near the mouth 
of the South Branch, capturing the garrison at that place and partially 
destroying the railroad bridge. He then invested the post on the rail- 
road at New Creek, but iinding it too strongly fortified to take by assault, 
he moYed to Moorefield, in Hardy county, near which place he halted 
to rest and recruit his men and horses, as the command was now con- 
sidered safe from pursuit, Averill, however, had been pursuing from 
Chamberaburg with a body of cavalry, and Johnson's brigade was sur- 
prised in camp, before day, on the morning of the 7th of Angust, and 
routed by Averill'a force. This resulted also in the rout of MeCansland's 
brigade, and the loss of the arciilery (4 pieces) and about 300 prisoners 
from the whole command. The balance of the command made its way 
to Mount Jackson in great disorder, and much weakened. This afiair 
had a very damaging eifect upon my cavalry for the rest of the cam- 
paign.f 

behind breastworka," »nd he asalgns the hsavj losaes aDd conse(|uent demorsliiation in 

br«sstnork> or any thing like them in that wooda aa the 17th,and,ononrpsrt, iC wss a atsnd- 
up fight there altogother. The alight brSBBtwotks aubsequentlj' seen by MoClellan were mads 
ontheisth when we wereeipeoUnB a renewal of the battle. 

•Forthia act, I fllone,am responsible, aalhs offlcars enjiagedin it were simply siecutlng 
my order?, and had no diacretioQ left them. Notitiihalandinc the lapse of time which has 
occurred, and the result of the war, I am perfaetly Eatiafled with my conduct on this ocoa- 
fion, and see no reason to resrot it, 

t Grant eajs, in reference to thia eipedition under McCansIimd : "They were met and 
defeated by General Kellji and, with diminished numbers, Bfoaped Into the mountains of 
WeBtVirgima;"andhemafcesnoallDaionnhBteyerto Averill'safrair. There was no defeat 
by Kelly, but there was one by ATerill,;as I have slated. This shows how loose Grant is as 
to hia facta. 8o far as we were concerned, Ihedeteat by Averill wnaworae thsnitcouldhaie 
been by Kelly. 
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EETREAT TO FISHEE'S HILL, AND SUBSEQUENT OPE- 
RATIONS, UNTIL THE BATTLE OF WINCHESTEE. 

On the 9tb, Imboden reported that a large force had been concen- 
trated at Harper's Ferry, consisting of the 6th, 19th, and Crook's corps, 
under a new commander, and that it waa moving towards Berryville to 
our right. The new commander proved to be Major General Sheridan, 
from Grant's army. On the 10th, we moved from Bunker Hill to the 
east of Winchester, to cover the roads from Charlestown and Berryville 
to that place ; and Ramseur's division was moved lo Winchester, to 
cover that place against a force reported to be advancing from the west ; 
but ^thia report proving untrue, it waa subsequently moved to the junc- 
tion of the Millwood and Front Royal roads. On the morning of the 
11th, it was discovered that the enemy was moving to our right, on the 
east of the Opequon, and my troops which had been formed in line of 
battle covering Winchester, were moved to the right, towards Newtown, 
keeping between the enemy and the Valley Pilce. Ramseur had a 
brisk skirmish wilh a body of the enemy's cavalry on the Millwood 
Road, and drove it back. Imboden's and Vaughan's brigades liad a 
severe fight with another body of cavalry at the double toll-gate, at the 
intersection of the Front Royal road wiih the road from White Post to 
Newtown ; and it waa discovered that there had been a considerable ac- 
cession to that arm from Grant's army. Just before night, Gordon 
had heavy skirmishing, near Newtown, with a large force of cavalry, 
which advanced on the road from the double toll-gate and drove it off. 
We encamped near Newtown ; and on the morning of the 12th, moved 
to Hupp's Hill, between Strasburg and Cedar Creek, Finding that the 
enemy was advancing in much heavierforce than I had yet encountered, 
I determined to take position at Fisher'a Hill, above Strasburg, and 
await hia attack there. Imboden, with hia brigade, was sent to the 
Luray Valley [to watch that route ; and, in the afternoon, we moved to 
Fisher's Hill. I had received information a few days before, from 
General Lee, that General Anderson had rooved with Kershaw's divi- 
sion of infantry and Fitz Lee's division of cavalry to Culpepper C. H.; 
and I sent a dispatch to Anderson, informing him of the state of things, 
and requesting him to move to Front Royal, so as to guard the Luray 
Valley. 

Sheridan's advance appeared on the banks of Cedar Creek on the 
12th, and there was some skirmishing with it. My troops were posted 
at Fisher's Hill, with the right resting on the North Fork of the Shen- 
andoah, and the left extending towards Little North Mountain ; and we 
awaited the advance of the enemy. General Anderson moved to EVont i 
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Royal in compliance with my request and took position to prevent an 
advance of the enemy on that route. Shortly after I took position at 
Fisher's Hill, Major General Lomax reported to me to relieve KanBom, 
in command of the cavalry, and McCausland and Johnson joined ua 
with the remnants of their brigades. Sheridan demonstrated at Hnpp's 
Hi!!, within our view for several days, and some severe skirmishing 
ensued. 

Upon taking position at Fisher's Hill, I had established a signal-station 
on the end of Three TopJMountain, a branch of Massanutten Mountain, 
near Strasbarg, which overlooked both camps, and enabled me to com- 
municate readily with General Anderson, Iq the Luray Valley. A small 
force, from Sheridan's army ascended the mountain and drove off our 
signal men, and possession was taken of the station by the enemy, who 
was in turn driven away ; when several small but severe fights ensued 
over the station, possession of it being finally gained and held hy a force 
of one hundred men under Captain Keller, of Gordon's division. 

On the morning of the 17tL, it was discovered that the enemy was 
falling back, and I immediately moved forward in pursuit, requesting 
General Anderson, by signal, to cross the river at Front Royal, and 
move Itiwarda Winchester. Jast before night, the enemy's cavalry and 
a body of infantry, reported to he a division, was encountered between 
Kernstown and Winchester, and driven through the latter place, after a 
sharp engagement, in which Wharton's division moved to the left and 
attacked the enemy's infantry, and drove it from a strong position on 
Bower's Hill, south of Winchester, while Eamseur engaged it in front, 
and Gordon advanced against the cavalry on the right.* 



sr proposed to carry on tha war in behalf of 
I called.) Sheridan hsd commenced burning 
, and the wholecountr; Mas smoking. Among 
near Wowtown, whose nnroe waa Chrismon, 
36, and the latter sared with great difflcuUy, 
id received from Gen Torhert, in command 
ating that for some weeks he had taken care 
of, and shown great kindness to, a bsdly-wounded Federal soldier. Tn passing through 
Middletown, I was informed that one of my soldiers had been tried and hung as a spy. The 
grave at the foot of the gallows was opened, and Ihe body wan recognized by hisbrother and 
the oHicers of his company as a private of the £4th Korth Carolina regiment. This man had 
been fonnd by the enemy, in Middletown, in attendance upon a Confederate soldier whose 
leg was amputated, and he had claimed to be a citisen, hut a pa|)erna3 fonnd on his person 
showing that he had been formerly detailed os a nnrse in the hospital. On this state of 
facts he was hung as a spy. He was not employed in any such capacily, and he was so 
ilhterate. not being able to read or write, that tiis appearance and evident want of iatclli- 
gonce precluded the idea of his being BO employed. I would hare retaliated at once hy 
hanging a eommiseioned ofBcer, bnt the inquiry which I made furnished «ome reason for 
believing that the man had remained behind, and end 
service in our army; and I did not therefore wish to 
who were in the enemy's hands ty making his a ca 
the enemy, howOTer, was none (he leas wanton and barbarous. 
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On the 18th _we took position to cover Winchester, and Gen. Ander- 
son came up with Kershaw's division of infantry, Cutshaw'a battalion 
of artillery, and two brigades of cavalry under Fitz Lee. Gen. Ander- 
son ranked me, but he declined to take command, and offered to co- 
operate in any movement I might suggest. We had now discovered 
that Torbert's and Wilson's divisions of cavalry from Grant's army had 
joined Sheridan's force, and that the latter was very large. 

Oa the I9th my main force moved to Bunker Hill, and Lomas's cav- 
alry made reconnoissances to Martinshurg and Shepherdstown, while 
Anderson's whole force remained near Winchester. 

On the aoth oor cavalry had some skirmishing with the enemy's on 
the Opcquon, and on the 21st, by concert, there was a general movement 
towards Harper's Ferry — my command moving through Smithfield to- 
wards Charlestown, and Anderson's on the direct road by Summit Point. 
A body of the enemy's cavalry was driven from the Opequoa, and was 
pursued by part of our cavalry towards Siiuimit Point. I encountered 
Sheridan's main force near Cameron's depot, about three miles from 
Charlestown, in a position which he commenced fortifying at once. 
Rodes' and Eamseur's divisions were advanced to the front, and very 
heavy skirmishing ensued and was continued until night, but I waited 
for General Anderson to arrive before making a general attack. He 
encountered Wilson's division of cavalry at Summit Point, and after 
driving it off went into camp at that place. At light next morning it 
was discovered that the enemy had retired daring the night, and 
his rear guard of cavahy was driven through Cliarlestown towards Hall- 
town, where Sheridan had taken a strong position under the protection 
of the heavy guns on Maryland Heights. I demonstrated on the ene- 
my's front on the 22d, 23d and 24th, and there was some skirmishing. 
Gen. Anderson then consented to take my position in front of Charles- 
town and amuse the enemy with Kershaw's division of infantry, sup- 
ported by McCausland's brigade of cavalry on the left and a regiment 
of Fitz Lee's cavalry on the right, while I moved with my infantry and 
arliliery to Shepherdstown, and Fitz Lee with the rest of the cavalry to 
Williamsport, as if to cross into Maryland, in order to keep up the fear 
of an invasion of Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

On the 25th FKz Lee started by the way of Leetown and Martinaburg 
to Williamsport, and I moved through Leetown and crossed the railroad 
at Keameysville, llto Shepherdstown. After Fita Lee had passed on, I en- 
countered a very large force of the enemy's cavalry between Leetown and 
Keameysville, which was moving outwifh several days forage andrations 
foraraidinourrear. Aftera sharp engagement with small arms and artil- 
lery, this force was driven back through Shepherdstwn, where we came 
very near surrounding and capturing a considerable portion of it, but it 
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Bucceeded in making its escape across the Potomac. Gordon's division 
which was moved round to intercept the enemj, became heavily en- 
gaged, and cut off the retreat of part of hia force by one road, but it 
made its way down the river to the ford by another and thus escaped. 
In this affair, a valuable officer. Colonel Monaghan of the Gth Lousiaua 
regiment, was killed. Fita Lee reached William sport, and had some 
skirmishing across the river at that place, and then moved to Sbepherds- 

On the 26th, I moved to Leetown, and on the 27th I moved back to 
Bunker Hill ; while Anderson, who had confronted Sheridan during the 
two days of my absence, with but a division of infantry and a brigade 
aud a regiment of cavalry, moved to Stephenson's Depot. 

On the SJSth, our cavalry, which had been left holding a line from 
CharlestowQ to Shepherds town, was compelled to retire across the 
Opequon, after having had a brisk engagement with the enemy's cav- 
alry at Smithfield. On the 29th, the enemy's cavalry crossed the Ope- 
q^aon near Smithfield, driving in our cavalry pickets, when I advanced to 
the front with a part of my infantry, and drove the enemy across the 
stream again, and after a very sharp artillery duel, a portion of my 
command was crossed over and pursued the enemy through Smithfield 
towards Charlestown, We then retired, leaving a command of cavalry 
at Smithfield, but it was compelled to recross the Opequon, on the ad- 
vance of a heavy force from the direction of Charlestown. 

Quiet prevailed on the 30th, but on the 31st there were some demon- 
stratioDB of cavalry by the enemy on the Opequon, which were met by 
ours. On this day (31st) Anderson moved to Winchester, and Rodee 
with his division went to ftiartinsburgonn rLConnoissance, drove a force 
of the enemy's cavalry from that place, inttriupted the pieparations for 
repairing the railroad, and then returned. 

There was quiet on the Ist, but on the 2d, I broke up my camp at 
Bunker Hill, and moved with three divisions of infantry and part of 
McCausIand's cavalry under CoL Ferguson, across the country towards 
Summit Point, on a reconnoissance, while the trains under the protec- 
tion of Eodes' division were moved to Stephenson's depot. After I had 
crossed the Opequon and was moving towards Summit Point, Averill's 
cavalry attacked and drove back in some confusion, first Vaughan's, 
and then Johnson's cavalry, which were on the llartiusbuig road, aud 
the Opequon, but Eodes turned towards Bunker HiU, and drove the 
enemy back in turn. This affair an-ested ray march and I recrossed 
the Opequon and moved to Stephenson's depot, where I established my 

On the 3d, Rodes moved to Bunker Hill in support of Lomax's cav- 
alry, and drove the enemy's cavalry from and beyond that place. 
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A letter had beea recoived from G-eneral Lee, requesting tbat Ker- 
shaw's division should be returned to him, as he was very much in need 
of troops, and, after consultation with me. General Anderson determined 
to recross the Blue Ridge with that division and Fitz Lee's cavalry. 
Oq the 3d, he moved towards Berry ville for the purpose of crossing the 
mounlain at Ashby'e Gap, and I was to have moved towards Charles- 
town nest day, to occupy the enemy's attention during Anderson's 
movement. Sheridan, however, had started two divisions of cavalry 
through Berryville and White Post, on a raid to our rear, and his main 
force had moved towards Berryville. Anderson encountered Cook's 
corps at the latter place, and after a sharp engagement drove it tack on 
the main hody. Receiving information of this affair, I moved at day- 
light next morning, with three divisions, to Andersoa'a assistance, Gor- 
don's division being left to cover Winchester. I found Kershaw's di- 
vision extended out in a strong skirmish line confronting Sheridan's 
main force, which had taken position in rear of Berryville, across the 
road from Charlestown to that place, and was busily fortifyino-, while 
the cavalry force which had started on the raid was returning and pass- 
ing between Berryville and the river to Sheridan's rear. As may he 
supposed, Anderson's position was one of great peril, if the enemy had 
possessed any enterprise, and it presented the appearance of the moat 
extreme audacity for him thus to confront a force so vastly superior to 
his own, while, too, his trains were at the mercy of the enemy's cavalry, 
had the latter known it. Placing one of my divisions in line on ICei- 
shaw's left, I moved with the other two along the enemy's front towards 
bis right, for the purpose of reconnoitring and attacking that flank, if a 
suitable opportunity offered. After moving in this way for two miles I 
reached an elevated position from which the enemy s hue was visible 
and within artillery range of it. I at first thought that I had reached 
his right flank, and was about makmg arrangements to attack it, when 
casting my eye to my left, I discoi ered, as fjr as the ej e could reach 
with the aid of field glasses, a line extending toi^aids Summit Point. 
The position the enemy occupied was a strong one, and ha was husiiy 
engaged fortifying it, having already made considerable progress. It 
was not until I had had this view that I realized the size of the enemy's 
force, and as I discovered that his line was too long forme to get around 
his flank, and the position was too strong to attack in front, I returned 
and informed General Anderson of the condition of things. After con- 
sultation with him, we thought it not advisable to attack the enemy in 
his entrenched lines, and we determined to move our forces back to the 
west side of the Opequon, and see if he would not move out of his 
works. The wagon trains were sent back early next morning {the 5th) 
towards Winchester, and, about an hoar by sun, Kershaw's division, i 
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whose place had been taken by one of my divisions, moved towards 
the same point. About 2 o'clock in the afternoon my troops were with- 
drawn, and moved back to Stephenson's depot. ■ This withdrawal was 
made while the skirmiahers were ia dose proximity and firing at each 
other; yet there Was no effort on the part of the enemy to molest us. 
Juat as my front division (Bodes') reached Stephenson's depot, it met, 
and drove back, and pursued for some distance, Averill'e cavalry, which 
was forcing, towards Winchester, that part of our cavalry which' had 
been watching the Martiushurg road. 

It was quiet on the 6tii, but on the 7th the enemy's cavalry made de- 
monstraiions on the Martinsbiirg road aud the Opequon at several 
points and was repulsed. 

On the 8th it was quiet again, hut on the 9th a detachment of the en- 
emy's cavalry came to the Opequon below Bnicetown, burned some 
mills, and retreated before a division of infantry sent out to meet it. 

On the 10th, my infantry moved by Bunker Hill to Darkesville and 
encountered a considerable force of the enemy's cavalry, which was driven 
off and then pursued |by Lomax through Martinsburg across the Ope- 
qnon. We then returned to Bunker Hill and the next day to Stephen- 
son's depot, and there was quiet on the 12th. 

On the 13th, a large force of the enemy's cavalry, reported to he sup- 
ported by infantry, advanced on the road from Summit Point and drove 
in our pickets from the Opequon, when two divisions of infantry were 
advanced to the front, driving the enemy across the Opequon again. A 
very sharp artillery duel across the creek then took place, and some of 
my infantry crossed over, when the enemy retired. 

On the 14th, Genera! Anderson again started, with Kershaw's divi- 
sion and Cutshaw's battalion of artillery, to cross the Blue Eidge by 
the way of Front Royal, and was not molested. Fitz Lee'scavahy was 
left with me, and Ramseur's division was moved to Winchester to occupy 
Kershaw's position. 

There was an affair between one of Kershaw's brigades and a divi- 
sion of the enemy's cavaJry, while I was at Fisher's Hill, and Ander- 
son at Front Royal, in which some prisoners were lost ; and two af- 
fairs in which the outposts from Kershaw's command were attacked and 
captured by the enemy's cavalry, one in front of Winchester and the 
other in front of Oharlestown ; which I have not undertaken to detail, 
as they occurred when General Anderson was controlling the operations 
of that division, but it ie proper to refer to them here as part of the ope- 
rations in the Valley. 

On the 15th and 16th my troops remained in camp undisturbed. 

The positions of the opposing forces were now as follows : Kamseur's 
division and Nelson's battalion of artillery were on the road froi 
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ryville to Winchester, one mile from the latter place. Bodes', Gordon's 
and Wharton's divisions, (the last two heing under Breckenridge), and 
Braston'a and King's battalions of artillery were at Stephenson's depot 
on the Winchester and Potomac railroad, whicli'ia six miles from Win- 
chester. Lomas's cavalry picketed in my front on the Opequon, and 
CO my left from that stream to North Mountain, while Fitz Lee's cav- 
alry watched the right, having small pickets across to the Shenandoah. 
Four principal roads, from positions held by the enemy, centered at 
Stephenson's depot, to-wit : The Martinsburg road, the road from 
Charlestown via Smithfield, the road frota the same place via Summit 
Point, and the road from BerryviHe via Jordan's Springs. Sheridan's 
main force was near BerryviHe, at the entrenched position which has 
been mentioned, while Averill was at Martinsburg with a division of 
cavalry. BerryviHe is ten miles from Winchester, nearly east, and Mar- 
tinsburg twenty-two miles nearly north. The crossing of the Opequon 
on the BerryviHe road is four or five miles from Winchester. From 
BerryviHe there are two good roads to Front Koyal, via Millwood and 
Wliite Post, and from Millwood there is an macadamized road to Win- 
,chester, and also good roads via White Post to the Valley Pike at Kew- 
town and Middlettiwn, the last two roads rimning east of the Opequon. 
The whole country is very open, being a limestone country which is 
thickly settled and well cleared, and alForde great facilities for the move- 
ment of troops and the operations of cavalry. From the enemy's fortifi- 
cations on Maryland Heights, the country north and east of Winchester, 
and the main roads through it, are exposed to view. 

The relative positions which we occupied rendered my communica- 
tions to the rear very much exposed, hut I could not avoid it without 
giving up the lower Valley. The object of my presence there was to 
keep up a threatening attitude towards Maryland and Pennsylvania, 
and prevent the use of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio canal, as well as to keep as large a force as possible 
from Grant's army to defend the Federal Capital. Had Sheridan, by a 
prompt movement, thrown his whole force oa the line of my communi- 
cations, I would have been compelled to cut my way through, as there 
was no escape for me to the right or left, and my force was too weak to 
cross the Potomac while he was in my rear, I knew my danger, but I 
could occupy no other position that would have enabled me to accom- 
plish the desired object. If I had moved up the Valley at aH, I could , 
not have stopped short of New Market, for between that place and the 
country in which I was, there was no forage for my horses ; and this 
would have enabled the enemy to resume the use of the railroad and 
canal, and return all tlie troops from Grant's army to him. Being com- 
pelled to occupy the position where I was, and being aware of itsj dan- 
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get as well as apprized of the fact tliat very great odds were opposed to 
me, 'my only resource was to use my forces bo as to display them at 
different points with great rapidity, and thereby keep up the impression 
that they were much larger than they really were. The events of the 
last month had satisfied me that the commander opposed to mo was 
withoat enterprise, and possessed an excessive caution which amounted 
to timidity. If it was hia policy to produce the impression that his 
force was^too weak to fight me, he did not succeed, but if it was to con- 
vince me that he was not an able or energetic commander, his strategy 
was a complete success, and subsequent events have not changed my 
opinion. 

My infantry force at this time consisted of the three divisions 
of the 2d corps of the Army of Northern Virginia, and 'Wharton's divi- 
sion of Breckenridge's command. The 2d corps numbered a little over 
SOOO muskets when it was detached in pursuit of Hunter, and it had 
now been reduced to about 7000 muskets, by long and rapid marches 
and the various engagements and skirmishes in which it had partici- 
pated. Wharton's division had been reduced to about 1700 muskets by 
the same causes. Making a small allowance for details and those unfit 
for duty, I had about 8,500 muskets for duty. When I returned from 
Maryland, my cavalry consisted of the remnants of five small brigades, 
to wit : Imboden's McCansIand's, Johnson's, Jackson's, and Vaughan's. 
Vaughan's had now been ordered to Southwestern Virginia, most of the 
men haying left witJiout pemission. The surprise and route of McCaus- 
land's and Johnson's brigades by Averill, at Moorefield, had resulted in 
the loss of a considerable number of horses and men, and sach had been 
the loss in all the brigades in the various fights and skirmishes in 
which they had been engaged, that the whole of this cavalry, now Under 
Lomax, numbered only about 1700 mounted men. Fitz Lee had brought 
with him two brigades, to wit : Wickham's, and Lomax'e old brigade 
(now under Colonel Payne), numbering about 1200 mounted men. I 
had the three battalions of artillery which had been with me near Wash- 
ington, and Fitz Lee had brought a few pieces of horse artillery. When 
I speak of divisions and brigades of my troops, it must be understood 
that there were mere skeletons of those organizations. 

Since my return from Maryland my supplies had been obtained prin- 
cipally from the lower Valley and the counties west of it, and the money 
which was obtained by contributions in Maryland was used for that 
purpose. Kearly the whole of our bread was obtained by threshing the 
wheat and then having it ground, by details from my command, and it 
gometimes happened that while my troops were fighting the very flour 
which was to furnish them with bread for their next meal was being 
ground under the protection of their guns. Latterly our fiour had been 
obtained from the upper Valley, but also by details sent for that pur- 
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pose. The horses and mulea, including the cavalry horses, were sus- 
tained almost entirely by grazing. 

I have no means of stating with accuracy Sheridan's force, and can 
only form an estimate from Buch data as I Lave heen able to procure. 
Citizens who had seen his force, stated that it was the largest which 
they had ever seen in the Valley on either side, and some estimated it 
as high as 60,000 or 70,000, but of course I made allowance for the 
usual exaggeration of inexperienced men. lly estimate is from the fol- 
lowing data : In Grant's letter to Hunter, dated at Monocacy, August 
5th, 1864, and contained in the report of the former, is the following 
statement : " In detailing such a force, the brigade of cavalry now en 
route from Washington via Kockville may be taken into account. There 
are now on their way to join you three other brigades of tbe best cav- 
alry, numbering at least 5000 men and horses." Sheridan relieved 
Hunter on the 6tb, and Grant says in his report, "On the 7th August, 
the Middle Department and the Departments of West Virginia, Wash- 
ington and the Susquehanna were constituted into the Middle Military 
Division, and Major General Sheridan was assigned to the temporary 
command of the same. Two divisions of cavalry, commanded by Gen- 
erals Torbert and Wilson, were sent to Sheridan from the army of the 
Potomac. The first reached him at Harper's Ferry on the 11th 
of August." Before this cavalry was sent to the Valley, there was al- 
ready a division there commanded by Averill, besides some detach- 
ments which belonged to the department of West Virginia. A book 
containing the official reports of the chief surgeon of the cavalry corps 
of Sheridan's army, which was aubsccLueutly captured at Cedar Creek 
on the 19th of October, showed that there were present for duty in that 
corps, during the first week in September, over 11,000 men, and present 
for during the Week ending the 17ch day of September, 10,100 men. 
The extracts from Grant's report go to confirm this statement, as, if 
three brigades numbered at least 5000 men and horses, the two divi- 
sions, when the whole of them arrived, with Averill's cavalry, must 
have numbered over 10,000. I think, therefore, that I can safely esti- 
mate Sheridan's caFalry at the battle of Winchester, on the 19th Sep- 
tember, at 10,000. His infantry consisted of the 6th, 19th and Crook's 
corps, the latter being composed of tbe " Army of West Virginia," and 
one division of the 8th corps. TLe report of Secretary Stanten shows 
that there was in the department of which the " Middle Military divi- 
sion" was composed, the following "available force present for duty 
May 1st, 1864," to wit: 

'■ Department of Washington 42,124 

Department of West Virginia 30,782 

Department of the Susquehanna , 2,970 

Middle Department J ■ • 1 t i ^^®^'00Q Ic 
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making an aggregate of 81,503 ; but as the Federal Secref^Ty of War 
in the same report says : '' In order to repair the losses of the Army of 
the Potomac, the chief part of the force designed to guard the Middle 
Department and the Department of Washington was called forward to 
the front," we may assume that 40,000 men were nsed for that purpose, 
which would leave 4l,503j minus the losses in battle before Sheridan 
relieved Hunter, in the Middle Military division, exclusive of the 6th 
and 19th corps, and the cavalry from Gi-ant's army. The infantry of 
the Army of the Potomac was composed of tha 2d, 5th and 6th corps, 
on the 1st of May, 1864, and Stanton says the '' available force present 
for duty " in that army on that day was 120,386 men. Allowing 30,- 
000 for the artUlery and cavalry of that army, which would be a very 
liberal allowance, and there would still be left 90,385 infantiy ; and it 
is fair to assume that the 6th corps numbered one-third of the infantry, 
that is, 30,000 men on the Ist of May, 1864. If the losses of the Army 
of the Potomac had been such as to reduce the 6th corps to less than 
10,000 men, notwithstanding the reinforcements and recruits received, 
the carnage in Grant's army must have been frightful indeed. The 19th 
corps was just from the Department of the Gulf and had not gone 
through a bloody campaign. A communication which was among the 
popers captured at Cedar Creek, in noticing some statement of a news- 
paper correspondent in regard to the conduct of that corps at Winches- 
ter, designated it as "a vile slander on 12,000 of the best soldiers in 
the Union army." In view of the foregoing data, without counting the 
troops in the Middle Department and the Departments of Washington 
and the Sasijuehanna, and making liberal allowances for losses in battle, 
and for troops detained on post and garrison duty in the Department of 
West Virginia, I think that I may assume that Sheridan had at least 
36,000 infantry against me. The troops of the 6th corps and of the 
Department of West Virginia, alone, without counting the 19th corps, 
numbered on the 1st of May, 1864, 60,789. If with the 19th corps, 
Sheridan did not have 3S,000 infantry remaining from this force, what 
had become of the balance t Shetidan's artillery very greatly outnum- 
bered mine, both in men and guns. 

Having been informed that a force was at work on the railroad at 
Martinsburg, I moved on the afternoon of the 17th of September, with 
Rodes' and Gordon's divisions, and Braxton's artillery, to Bunker Hill, 
and on the morning of the 18th, with Gordon's division and a part of 
the artillery to Martinsburg, preceded by a part of Lomas'a cavalry. 
Averill'g division of cavalry was driven from the town across the Ope- 
quon in the direction of Charlestown, and we then returned to Bunker 
HiU. Gordon was left at Bunker Hill, with orders to move to Stephen- 
son's depot by sunrise next momingj and Eodee' division moved 
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to the latter place that night, to which I also returned. At 
Martinahurg, where the enemy had a telegrapli office, I learned that 
Grant wna with Sheridan that day, and I expected an early move. 
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At light on the morning of the 19th, oar cavalry pickets at the creas- 
ing of the Opequon on the BeiTyrille road were driven in, and informa- 
tion having been sent me of the fact, I immediately ordered all the 
troops at Stephenson's depot to be in readinesato move, directions being 
given for Gordon, who had arrived from Bunker Hill, to move at once, 
but, by some mistake on the part of my staff officer, the latter order was 
not delivered lo General Breckenridge or Gordon. I rode at once to 
Ramseur's position, and found his troopa in fine across tbe Berryville 
road skirmiahing with the enemy. Before reaching this point, I had 
aacertained that Gordon was not moving, and sent back for him, and 
now discovering that the enemy's advance was a real one and in heavy 
force, I sent orders for Breckenridge and Rodes to move up as rapidly 
as possible. The position occupied by Eamseur, was about one mile 
and a half out from Winchester, on an elevated plateau between Abra- 
ham's Creek and Red Bud Run. Abraham's Creek crosses the Valley 
Pike one mile sonth of Wincheser, and then crosses the Front Royal 
road about the same distance southeast of the town, and running eaat- 
wardlv, on the southern side of the Berryville road, crosses that road a 
short 'distance before it empties into the Opequon. Red Bud Run crosses 
the Martinsburg road about a mile and a half north of Winchester, and 
runs eastwardly, on the northern aide of the Berryville road, to the Ope- 
quon. Ramseur was therefore in the obtuse angle formed by the Mar- 
tinaburg and Front Royal roads. In front of and to the right of him, 
for some diatance, the country was open. Abraham's Creek runs 
through a deep valley, and beyond it, on the right, is high open ground, 
at the intersection of the Front Royal and Millwood roads. To Bam-- 
seur's left, the country sloped off to the Red Bud, and there were some 
patches of woods which afforded cover for troops. 1*0 the north of the 
Bed Bud, the country is very open, affording facilities for the movement 
of any kind of troops. Towards the Opcijuon, on the front, the Berry- 
ville road runs through a ravine with hilis and woods on each side, which 
enabled the enemy to move his troops under cover, and mask them out 
of range of artillery. Nelson's artillery was posted on Ramseur's line, 
covering the approaches as far aa practicable, and Lomax with Jack- 
son's cavalry and part of Johnson's was on the rlgbt, watching the yal- 
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ley of Abraham's Creek and the Froat Eoyalroad beyond, while T\tz 
Lee Was on the left, across the Bed Eud, with his cavalry and a battery 
of horse artillery, and a detachment of Johnson's cavalry watched the 
interval between Eamseur'a left and the Red Bud. These troops held 
the enemy's main force in check until Gordon's and Kodea' divisions 
arrived from Stephenson's depot, Gordon's division arrived first, a lit- 
tle after ten o'clock A. M-, and was placed under cover in rear of a 
piece of woods behind the interval between Eamseur's line and the Eed 
Bud, the detachment of Johnson's cavalry having been removed to the 
right. Knowing that it would not do for us to await the shock of the 
enemy's attack, Gordon was directed to examine the ground on the left, 
with a view to at tackiog a force of the enemy which had taken position 
in a piece of wood in front of him, and while he was so engaged, Kodes 
arrived with three of his brigades, and was directed to foj-m on Gordon's 
right in rear of another piece of woods. While this movement was be- 
ing executed, we discovered very heavy columns of the enemy which 
had been massed'under cover between the Eed Bud and the Berryviile 
road, moving to attack Eamseur on his left flank, while another force 
pressed him in front. It was a moment of imminent and thrilling dan- 
gler, as it was impossible for Kamseur's division, which numbered only 
about 1,700 muskelB, to withstand the immense force advancing against 
it. The only chance for us was to hurl Eodoa and Gordon upon the 
flank of the advancing columns, and they w eie ordered forward at once 
to the attack. They advanced in most gallant style through the woods 
into the open gi-ound, and attacked with great vigor, while Kelson's ar- 
tillery on the right, and Braxton's on the lei^, opened a destructive fire. 
But Evan's brigade of Gordon's division, wliieb was on the extreme left 
of our infantry, received a check from a column of the enemy, and was 
forced back through the woods from behind which it had advanced, the 
enemy following to the very rear of the woods, and to within musket 
range of seven pieces of Braxton's artillery which were without support. 
This caused a pause in onr advance and the position was most critical, 
for it was apparent that unless this force was driven back ibe day was 
lost. Braxton's guns, in which now was our only hope, resolutely stood 
their ground, and under the personal superintendence of Lieutenant 
Colonel Braxton and Colonel T, H. Carter, my then Chief of Artillery, 
opened with canister on the enemy. This fire was so rapid and well 
directed that the enemy staggered, halted, and commenced falling back, 
leaving a battle flag on the ground, whose bearer was cut down by a 
canister shot. Just then. Battle's brigade of Bodes' division, which 
had arrived and been formed in line for the pnrpose of advancing to the 
support of the rest of the division, moved forward and swept through 
the woods, driving the enemy before jt, while Evans' brigade was rallied 
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and brought back to the charge. Oiir advance, which had been bub- 
pended for a momtnt, was resumed, and the enemy's attacking columna 
were thrown into great confusion and driven from the field. Tliis at- 
tacking force of the enemy proved to he the 6th and 19th corps, andit 
was agrand sight to see this immense bodyhuHedhack in utter disorder 
before my two divisiona, numbering a veiy httle over 5,000 muaketa. 
Eamaeur'fl division had received the shock of the enemy's attack, and 
been forced back a httle, hut soon recovered itself. Lomai, on the 
right, had held the enemy's cavalry in check,'aad with a part of his 
force, had made a gallant charge against a body of infantry, when Ram- 
seur'B line was being forced back, thus aiding the latter in recovering 
from the momentary disorder. Fitz Lee on the left, from across the Red 
Bud, Lad poured a galling fire into the enemy's columns with his sharp- 
shooters and horse artillery, while Nelson's and Braxton's battalions 
had performed wonders. This affair occurred about 11 A. M., and a 
splendid victory had been gained. The ground in front was strewn 
with the enemy's dead and wounded, and some prisoners had been 
taken. But on our side Major General Rodea had been killed, in the 
very moment of triumph, while conducting the attack of his division 
with great gallantry and skill, and thia waa a heavy blow to me. Briga- 
dier General Godwin of Ramseur's division, had been killed, and Brigar 
dier General York of Gordon's division, bad lost an arm. Other brave 
men and oiBoers had fallen, and we could illy bear the losa of any of 
them. Had I then had a body of fresh troops to push our victory, the 
day would have been oura, but in this action, in the early part of the 
day, I had present only about 7,000 muskets, about 3,000 cavalry, and 
two battalions of artillery with about 30 guns ; and they had all been en- 
gaged, Wharton's division and King's artillery had not arrived, and 
Imboden's cavalry under Colonel Smith, and McOausland's under Col. 
Ferguson, were watching the enemy's cavalry on the left, on the Jlar- 
tinsburg road and the Opeijuon. The enemy had a fresh corps which 
had not been engaged, and there remained hia heavy force of cavalry. 
Our linea were now formed across from Abraham's Greek to Red Bud, 
and were very attenuated. The enemy waa still to be seen in front in 
formidable force, and away to our right, across Abraham's Creek, at the 
junction of the Front Royal and Millwood roads, he had massed a divi- 
sion of cavalry with some artillery, overlapping us at least a mile, while 
the country waa open between this force and the Valley Pike, and the 
Cedar Creek Pike back of the latter ; which roads famished my only 
means of retreat in the event of disaster. My line did not reaeh the 
Front Royal road on the right, or the Martinsburg road on the left. 

When the order was sent for the troops to move from Stephenson's 
depot, General Ereckenridge had moved to the front, with Wharton's i , 
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division and King's artillery, to meet a cavalry force which Lad driven 
our pickets from the Opec[uon on the Charlestown road, and that divl- 
sion had become hearily engaged with the enemy, and sastained and 
repulsed several determined charges of his cavalry, while its own flanks 
were in great danger from the enemy's main force on the right, and a 
colnmn of hia cavalry moving wp the Martinsburg road on the left. 
After much difficulty and some hard fighting, General Breckenridge suc- 
ceeded in extricating his force, and moving up the Marlinsburg road to 
join me, but he did not reach the field until about 2 o'clock in the after- 
noon. 

In the meantime there had been heavy skirmishing along the line, and 
the reports from the front were that the enemy was massing for another 
attack, but it was impossible to tell where it would fall. As the dan- 
ger from the enemy's cavalry on the right was very great and Loraax's 
force very weak. Wickham's brigade, of Fitz Lee's cavalry, had been 
sent from the left to Lomas'a assistance. Wlien Wharton's division 
arrived, Patton'a brigade of that division was left to aid Titz Lee in 
guarding the Martinsburg road against the force of cavalry which was 
advancing on that road watched by Lomax's two small brigades ; and 
the rest of the division was formed in rear of Eodes' division in the 
centre, ia order to be moved to any point that might be attacked. Late 
in the afternoon, two divisions of the enemy's cavalry drove in the 
small force which had been watching it on the Martinsburg road, and 
Crook's corps, which had not been engiiged, advanced at the same time 
on that flank, on the north side of Red Bud, and before this overwhelm- 
ing force, Patton's brigade of infantry and Payne's brigade of cavalry, 
under Fitz Lee, were forced back. A considerable force of the enemy's 
cavalry then swept along the Martinsburg road to the very skirta of 
Winchester, thus getting in the rear of our left flank. Wharton's two 
other brigades were moved in double quick time to the left and rear, 
and making a gallant charge on the enemy's cavalry, with the aid of 
King's artillery, and some of Braxton's gims which were turned to the 
rear, succeeded in driving it back. The division was then thrown into 
line by General Breckenridge, in rear of our left and at right angles with 
the Martinsburg road, and another charge of the enemy's cavalry was 
handsomely repulsed. But many of the men on our front line hearing 
the fire in the rear, and thinking they were flanked and about to bs cut 
off, commenced falling back, thus producing great confusion. At the 
same time. Crook advanced against our left, and Gordon threw Evans' 
brigade into line to meet him, but the disorder in the front line became 
ao great that, after an obatinate resistance, that Irigide was compelled 
to retire also. The whole front line had now givea way, hut a large 
portion of the men were rallied and formed behind an indifferent ,liiH 
10 
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breaBtworlcB, which had been made j a st outside of Winchester daring 
the first year of the war, and with tha aid of the artillery which -was 
brought back to this position, the progress of the enemy's infantry was 
arrested. Wharton's division maintained its organization on the left, 
and Ramseur fell back in good order on tho right. WIckbam'a brigade 
of cavalry had been brought from the right, and was in position on Fort 
Hill just outside of Winchester on the west. Just after the advance of 
the enemy's infantry was checked by our artillery, it was reported to 
me that the enemy Lad got ai-onnd our right flank, and as I knew this 
was perfectly practicable aud was expecting such a movement from the 
cavalry on the Front Boyal road, I gave the order to retire, but instantly 
discovering that the supposed force of the enemy was Eamsear's divi- 
sion, which had merely moved hack to beep in line with the other troops, 
I gave the order for the latter to return to the works before they had 
moved twenty paces. This order was obeyed by Wharton's division, 
but not so wel! by the others. The enemy's cavalry force, however, 
was too large for us, and having the advantage of open ground, it again 
succeeded in getting around our left, producing great confusion, for 
which there was no remedy, Nothing was now left for us but to retire 
through AVinchester, and Ramseur's division, which maintained its or- 
ganization, was moved on the east of the town to the south aide of it, 
and put in position forming the basis for a new line, while the other 
troops moved back through the town. Wickham'a brigade, with some 
pieces of horse artillery on Fort Ilill, covered this movement aud checked 
the pursuit of the enemy's cavalry. When the new line was formed, 
the enemy's advance was checked until night-fall, and we then retired 
to Newtown without serious molestation. Lomax bad held the enemy's 
cavalry on the Front Royal road in check, and a feeble attempt at pur- 
suit was repulsed by Eamseur near Kemstown. 

Ab soon as our reverse began, orders had been sent for the removal of 
the trains, stores, aud sick and wounded in the hospitals, to Fisher's 
Hill, over the Cedar Creek Pike and the Back Road. This was done 
with safety, and all the wonnded. except such as were not in a condi- 
tion to be moved, and those which had not been brought from the iield, 
were carried to the rear. 

This battle, beginning with the skirmiflhing in Bamseur'a front, bad 
lasted from daylight until dark, and at the close of it we bad been 
forced back two miles, after having repulsed the enemy's first attack 
with great slaughter to him, and subsccjuently contested every inch of 
ground with rmsurpassed obstinacy. We deserved the victory, and 
would have had it, but for the enemy's immense superiority in cav.iiry, 
which alone gave it to him. 

Three pieces of King's artillery, from which the horses were- shot, 
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and whicb, therefore, could not be brought off, were lost, but the enemy 
claimed five, and, if he captured the number, two were lost by the cav- 
alry and not reported to me. My loss in killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
was severe for ihe size of my force, but it wad only a fraction of that 
claimed by the enemy. Owing to its obedience to orders in returning 
to the works, the heaviest loss of prisoners was in Wharton's division. 
Among the killed, were Major General Rodea and Brigadier General 
Godwin. Colonel G. W.Pattoa, commanding a brigade, was mortally 
wonnded and fell into the tands of the enemy. Major General Fitz Lee 
was severely wounded, and Brigadier General York lost an arm. In 
Major General Rodes, I had to regret tlie loss, not only of a moat ac- 
complished, skillful and gallant officer, upon whom I placed great reli- 
ance, but also of a personal friend, whose counsels had been of great 
service to me in tlie trying circumstances with which I had found my- 
self surrounded. He fell at hie post, doing a soldier's and patriot's duty 
to his country, and his memory will long be cherished by his comrades. 
Genera! Godwin and* Colonel Patton were both most gallant and efficent 
officers, and their loss was deeply felt, as was that of all the brave offi- 
cers and men who fell in this battle. The enemy's loss in killed and 
wounded was very heavy, and some prisoners fell into our hands. 

A skillful and energetic commander of the enemy's forces would have 
crushed Ramseur before any assistance could have reached him, and 
thus ensured the destruction of my whole force ; and, later in the day, 
when the battle had turned against us, with the immense superiority in 
cavalry which Sheridan had, and the advantage of the open country, 
would have destroyed my whole force and captured everything I had. 
As it was, considering the immense disparity in numbers and equip- 
ment, the enemy had very little to boast of. I had lost a few pieces of 
artillery and some very valuable of&cers and men, but the main part of 
my force, and all my triuns had been saved, and the enemy's loss in 
killed and wounded was far greater than mine. When I look back to 
this battle, I can hut attribute my escape from utter annihilation to the 
incapacity of my opponent.* 

•TheenomjliaacftUBdthU battle " The Battle of Hie OpequoD," but! know no claim !l 
has to that title, unlea» it be in the fact that, after hia repulse in the foro part of Uia duy 
some of his troops ran back aoroes that stream. 1 have always thonght that Instead of 
beitigpromotad.Sheridaooughtto have been oashieted for thiB bottle. He seems to be a eort 
of pet of Grant's, and I give the foliOHingeitraolatrona the report of the latter, lo ehow the 
atrange InoonBiBieiicy of Hhith he is gollty to mBgnlftrSheri.-'aii'a seiriees. In his Monoaaoy 
Letter to Hunter, Grant says ; ■' Prom Harper's Farry, If tt ia fonod that the enemj has niorei 
north of the Potomac in large force, puah north, followinfi him and ottaeking him wherever 
foundi follow him If driven seutli of the I'otomac as long as it is safa to do so. If it in 
ascertained thatthe enemy has but a small force north of the' Potornao, Oieu push aouth 
with the main force, detaohiDg under a oompelent commander 
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AFFAIR AT FISHER'S HILL. 

At light on the morning of the 20th, my troops moved tu Fisher's 
Hill without molestation from the enemy, and again took position at 
that point on the old line — Wharton's division heing on the right, ihen 
Gordon's, Ramseur'a and Rodea', in the order in which they are men- 
tioned. Fitz Lee's cavalry, now under Brigadier General Wickham, 
was sent up the Luray Valloy to a narrow pass at Millford, to try and 
hold that valley against the enemy's cavalry. General Eamseur was 
transferred to the command of Rodes' division, and Brigadier General 
Pegram, who Iiad reported for duty about the 1st of August, and heen 
in command of his brigade since that time, was left in command of the 
division previonsly commanded by Eamseur. My infantry was not 
able to occupy the whole line at Fisher's Hill, notwithstanding it was 
extended out in an attenuated line, with considerable intervals, The 
greater part of Lomax's cavalry was therefore dismounted, and placed 

him alwaya in sight. Be guided inyour course by the course he tokea." When SherldaQ 

divisions of oaifllry subseiiueiitly joined him; jot Granl tjiys, in regard to Sheridan's 
operationc ''His operations durinRthB month of August and the forepart ofSeptember, 
were both of an offansiTe and defeaaiTe character, resulting in many seTcre Bkirmishea 
prioeipaliy by the chvalry, in which we were generally snccesefiil, but no general engage 
ment wok place. The two armies lay in sneh a position, the enemy on the west bank of 
the Opequon Creek, coyering Winchester, and our forces In front of Betryiille, that e.ther 
could bring on a battle at any time. Defeat to ua would open the Blulaa of Mary land and 
PeniisylTanla for long diatanccB before another army could be interposed to check him 
Under these cirouni stances, I hesitated about allowing the iniliatiTe to be taken. Finally 
the ase of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, which were 
both obstructed by the enemy, became so indispensabl j necessary to us, and the iuiportanea 
of relieving Peonayljania and Maryland from continuously threatened invasion bo great, 
that 1 determiaed the risk .should be taken. But fearing to telegraph the older lor an 
attack without knowing moi« than I did of General Sheiidan'a feelings as to what would 
be the probable result, 1 left City Point on the l*lh of September to riait him at his head- 
quariers to decide after conference with him what should bedone. Imet him at Charlie- 
tirwn, and he pointed out so direct! j how each army lay, what h6wmUddo tki nwmmt he ^«s 
aiiWiorijBJ, and expresaed such confidence of success that I saw there were but two words of 
instruction necesrary— go in." In the letter to Hunter there is no hesitalion about the 
initlatiTe. and yet, noiwithatanding this letter was turned over to Sheridan for hia guidance, 
and two diyisiona of cavalry subsequently sent to him, and the further tact that he had 
been operating both on the o/enjliie and defenaivo, during August and the fore part of 
Seplember, the impression is sough t to be made, that his ardor wag restrained by some sort 
ol orders, of which no mention U made in Grant's report. Really this Is very euricus.and 

mat the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal were so ob- 
atructed, andthelniaaion of Pennsylya»ia and Maryland so conatantiy threatened, es to 
compel him to throw off that hesitation, convey a great compHmenl to the efficiency of my 
small fctoe. The railroad i s twenty-two miles from Winchester at tho nearest point, and 
the canal over thirly and north of the Potomac, while Bhendau was much nearerto both. 
ThatGrantdidfioditneeesEarytosay to Sheridan "go iai" I can wall believe, but that 
the latter was panting for the utterance of that dassiij phrase, I must be allowed to regard 
a* apocryphal. 
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oa Ramseur's left, near Little North Mountain, but the line could not 
then be fully occupied. 

This was the only position in the whole Valley where a defensive 
line could be taken against an enemy moving np the Valley, and it had 
several weak points. To have retired beyond this point would have 
rendered it necessary for me to fall hack to some of the gaps of the 
iilue Ridge, at the upper part of the Valley, and I determined therefore 
to make a show of a stand here, with the hope that the enemy would be 
deferred from attacking me in this position, as had been the case in 
August. 

On the second day after our arrival at this place, General Brecken- 
ridge received orders from Kichmond, hy telegraph, to return to South- 
western Virginia, and I lost the benefit of his services. He had ahly 
co-operated with me, and our personal relations had been of the most 
pleasant character. 

In the alteraoon of the 20th, Sheridan's forces appeared on the banks 
of Cedar Creek, about four milea from Fisher's Hill, and the 21st, and 
the greater part of the 22d, were consumed hy him in reconnoitring and 
gradually moving hia forces to my front under cover of breastworks. 
After some sharp skirmishing, he attained a strong position immediately 
in my front and fortified it, and I began to think be was satisfied with 
the advantage he had gained and would not probably press it further ; 
but on the afternoon of the 22d, I discovered that another attack was 
contemplated, and orders were given for my troops to retire, after dark, 
as I knew my force was not strong enough to resist a determined as- 
sault. Jast before sunset, however. Crooks' coi-ps, which had moved 
to our left on the side of Little North Mountain, and under cover of the 
woods, forced back Lomax's dismounted cavalry and advanced against 
Kamseur's left. Ramseur made an attempt to meet this movement by 
throwing his brigades successively into line to the left, and "Wharton's 
division was sent for from the right, but it did not arrive. Pegram'a 
brigades were also thrown into line in the same manner as Ramseur's, 
but the movement produced some disorder in both divisions, and as 
soon as it was observed by the enemy, he advanced along bis whole 
line, and the mischief could not he remedied. After a very brief con- 
test, my whole force retired in considerable confusion, but the men and 
officers of the artillery behaved with great coolness, fighting to the very 
last, and I had to ride to some of the officers and order them to with- 
draw their guns, before they would move. In some cases, they had 
held out BO long, aud the roads leading fiom their positions into the 
Pike were so rugged, that eleven guns fell into the hands of the enemy. 
Vigorous pursuit was not made, and my force fell back through Wood- 
stock to a place called the Narrow Passage, all the trains being carried 
off itt safety. ^-. . 
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Our loss in killed and wounded in thia afiair was slight, but some 
prisoners were taken by the enemy, the moat of whom were captured 
wtile attempting to make their way across the North Fork to MasBau- 
nntten Mountain, under the impression that the enemy had possession 
of the Valley Pike in our rear. I had the misfortune to lose my Adju- 
tant General, Lieulonant Colonel A, S. Peudieton, a gallant and efficient 
young officer, who had served on General Jackson's staff during his 
Valley campaign, and subsequently to the lime of the latter's deatli, 
Colonel Pendleton fell mortally wounded about dark, while postiog a 
force across the Pike, a little in rear of Fisher's Hill, to check the 
enemy. He was acting with his accustomed gallantry, and his Ibss was 
deeply felt and regretted.* 



RETREAT UP THE VALLEY AND OPERATIONS UNTIL 
THE BATTLE OF CEDAR CREEK. 

On the morniug of the 23d, I moved back to Mount Jackson, where I 
halted to enable the sick and wounded, and the hospital stores at that 
place to be carried off. In the afternoon Averill's division of cavalry 
came up in pursuit, and after some heavy skirmishing was drtveu back. 
I then moved to Rude's Hill, between Mount Jackson and Newmarket. 

On the morning of the 24th, a body of the enemy's cavalry crossed 
the North Fork below Mount Jackson, and attempted to get around my 
right flank, but was held in check. The enemy's infantry soon ap- 
peared at Mount Jackson, and commenced moving around my left flank, 
on the opposite side of the river from that on which my left rested. Aa 
the country was entirely open, and Rude'a Hill an elevated position, I 
could see the whole movement of the enemy, and as soon as it was fully 
developed, I commenced retiring in line of battle, and in that manner re- 
tired through New Market, to a point at which the road to Port Repub- 
lic leaves the Valley Pike, nine miles from Rude's Hill. This move- 
ment was made through an entirely open country, and at every mile or 
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two a halt was made, and artillery opened on the enemy, who was pur- 
BuiDg, which compelled him to commence deploying into line, when the 
retreat would he resumed. . In this retreat, under fire in line, which is 
so trying to a retiring force, and teats the best ijualitiea of the soldier, 
the conduct of my troops was most admirable, and they preecrved per- 
fect order and their line intact, notwithstanding their diminished num- 
hersj and the fact that the enemy was pursuing in full force, and every 
now and then dashing up with horse artillery under the support of cav- 
alry, and opening ou the retiring lines. At the last halt, which was at 
a place called ''Tenth Legion," near where the Port Republic road 
leaves the Pike, and was a little before sunset, I determined to resist 
any further advance, so as to enable ray trains to get on the Port Ee- 
public road ; and skirmishers were sent out and artillery opened on the 
advancing enemy, but after some skirmishing, he went into camp in our 
view, and beyond the reach of our guns. At this point, a gallant officer 
of artillery, Captain Stassie, was killed by a shell. As soon as it was 
dark we retired five miles on the Port Eepublic road and bivouacked. 
In the morning Lomax's cavalry had been posted toour left, on the Mid- 
dle and Back roads from Mount Jackson to Harrisonburg, but it was 
forced back by a superior force of the enemy's cavalry, and retired to 
the latter plaee in considerable disorder. Wickham's brigade had been 
sent for from the Luray Valley to join me through the New Market 
Gap, but it an-ived at that gap just as we were retiring through New 
Market, and orders were sent for it to return to the Luray Valley, and 
join me at Port Republic. In the meantime, Payne's small brigade had 
been driven from Millford by two divisions of cavalry under Torbert, 
which had moved up the Luray Valley and subsequently joined Sheri- 
dan through the New Market Gap. This cavalry had been detained by 
Wiekham with his and Payne's brigades, at Millford, a euffieieut time 
to enable us to pass New Mai-ket in safety. If, however, it had moved 
up the Luray Valley by Conrad's store, we would have been in a critical 
condition. 

On the morning of the 25th, we moved towards Port Republic, which 
is in the fork of the South Pork and South River, and where the i-oad 
through Brown's Gap in the Blue Ridge crosses those rivers, in order to 
unite with Eershaw's division which had been ordered to join me from 
Culpepper Court IIouso. We crossed the river below the junction, and 
took position between Port Republic and Brown's Gap. Fitz Lea's and 
Lomax's cavalry joined us here, and on the 26th, Kershaw's division 
with Cutshaw's battalion of artillery came up, after having crossed 
throngh Swift Run Gap, and encountered and repulsed below Port Re- 
public, a body of the enemy's cavalry. There was likewise heavy skir- 
mishing on mv front on the 26th with the enemy's cavahy, which -made i 
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two efforts to advance towards Brown's Gap, both of which were re- 
pulsed after brisk lighting, in wliich artillery was used. 

Having ascertained that the enemy's infantry had halted at Harrison- 
burg, on the morning of the STth I moved out and drove a division of 
his cavahy from Port Repubhe, and then encamped in the fork of the 
rivers. I here learned that two divisions of cavalry under Torbert had 
been sent throngh Staunton to Waynesboro, and were engaged in d»- 
Btroyicg the railroad bridge at the latter place, and the funnel through 
Uie Blue Eidgo at Rockfish Gap, and on the 28th I moved for those 
points. Ill making this movement I had the whole of the enemy's in- 
fantiy on my right, while one division of cavalry was in my rear and 
two in my front, and on the left was the Blue Eidge. I bad therefore to 
move with great circumspection, Wickham's brigade of cavalry was 
sent up South Eiver, near the mountain, to get between the ennmy and 
Sockfieh Gap, while the infantry moved in two columns, one up South 
River with the trains guarded in front by Pegram's and Wharton's divi- 
sions, and in rear by Eamseur'a division, and the other, composed of 
Kershaw's and Gordon's divisions with the artillery, on the right through 
Mount Meridian, Piedmont, and New Hope. McCansland's cavalry, 
under Colonel Ferguson, was left to blockade and hold Brown's Gap, 
while Lomas, with the rest of his cavalry and Payne's brigade, watched 
the right flank and rear. Wickham's brigade, having got between 
Rockfish Gap and Waynesboro, drove the enemy's working parties from 
the latter place, and took position on a ridge in front of it, when a sharp 
artillery fight ensued. Pegram's division, driving a smaD body of cav- 
alry before it, arrived just at night and advanced upon the enemy, when 
he retired in great haste, taking the roads through Staunton and west of 
the Valley Pike, back to the main body. A company of resei-ves, com- 
posed of boys under 18 years of age, which had been employed on spe- 
cial duty at Staunton, hadmoved to Rockfish Gap, and another company 
of rescives from Charlottesville, with tw o pieces of artillery, had moved 
to the same point, and when the enemy advanced towards the tunnel and 
before he got in range of the guns, they were opened, and he retired to 
Waynesboro. 

On the 29th and 30th, we rested at Waynesboro, and an engineer 
party was put to work repairing the bridge which had been but par- 
tially destroyed. 

On the 1st of October, I moved my whole force across the country to 
Mount Sidney on the Valley Pike, and took position between that place 
and North Eiver, the enemy's forces having been concentrated around 
Harrisonburg, and on the north bank of the river. In this position w« 
remained until the 6th, awaiting the arrival of Eossor's brigade of cav- 
alry which was on its way from General Lee's army. In the meantii 
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there was some ekirmisliing with the enemy's cavalry oa the North 
Rivev, at the bridge neat Mount Crawford and at Bridgewater above.* 

On the 5tb, Rosser's brigade arrived and was temporarily attaciied to 
Filz Lee's division, of which Itoaaer was given the command, as Brig- 
adier General Wickham had resigned. The horses of Rosser's brigade 
had been so much reduced by the previous hard service and the long 
march from Eichmood, that the brigade did not exceed 600 mounted 
men for duty when it joined me. Kershaw's division numbered 2700 
muskets for duty, and he had brought wiih him Outshaw's battalion of 
artOlery. These reinforcements about made up my losses at Winches- 
ter and Fisher's Hill, and I determined to attack the enemy in his, po- 
sition at Harrisonburg, and for that parpose made a reconnoissance on 
the 5th, but on the morning of the 6th, it was discovered that he bad 
retired during the night down the valley, f 

When it was discovered that the enemy was retiring, I moved for- 
ward at once and arrived at New Market with my infantiy oa the 7th, 
Eosacr pushed forward on the Back and Middle roads in pursuit of the 
enemy's cavalry, which was engaged in burning houses, mills, barns 
and stacks of wheat and hay, and had several skirmishes with it, while 
Lomax also moved forward on the Valley Pike and the roads east of it, 
I halted at New Market with the infantry, but llosseracd Lomax moved 
down the Valley in pursuit, and skirmished successfully with the en- 
emy's cavalry on the Sth ; but on the 9th they encountered his whole 
cavalry force at Tom's Brook, in rear of Fisher's Hill, and both of their 
commands were driven back in considerable confusion, with a loss of 
some pieces of artillery — nine were reported to me as the number lost, 
but Grant claims eleven, itosser rallied hia command on the Back 

, * Grant says tbat after the fight at Fisher's Eiil, '■ Sheridan pursued him with great enerR/ 
through HarttscmburE,8tHunton and the gaps of the Blue Bidge." With how muoheneray 
the pursuit was made, and how mifoh truth theroia In lihestatement that I was driieo through 
"Harri30iibutg,Staualon, andtheeap of the Biae Ridge," will he seen from the foregoiiiK 
account. A portion of m; cavalry passed through Harrisonburg, but none of my otlier 
froops,aodnoDeof them throughStaunton, sad Idid not leave the VallejatalL. HadSher 
tdan moved his infantry to Port Republic, I would have been compelled to retire through 
Brown's Gap to get provisions and forage, and it would havi been Impossible for me to returs 
to the Valley until he evacuated the upper part of it. 

tWhIlaWiecidan's forces were near Hartisonburgandminawere watching them, three of 
ooroflTalry scouts In their uniforms and with arras, got around hia hnea near a little town 
called Daytoa.aadencounteredLieut.Moi^s, a Federal engineer ofEov, with two Boldlere. 
These paries came upon eichothersnddenly, and Lieut. Maigs was ordered to surrender by 
one of our scoala, to which he replied by shooting and wounding the BOout,who in bistnru 
fired and killed the Lieutenant OneotthemenwlthLieulflnant Meigswas oapturadand tho 
other escaped. For this aotSheridan ordered the town of Dsyton to he burned, hut for somo 

of private houses in the neighborhood, which was executed, thus iaflic^ngon non-eombat- 
tauts and women and children a most wanton and cruel puniahmentfor a justiSahle act of 
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Eoa3, at Columbia furnace opposite Edinburg, but a part of tbe enemy's 
cavalry swept along tbe Pike to Mount Jackson, and then retired on 
tbe approach of a part of my infantry. On tbe lOtb, Eosser cBtabliabed 
his line of pickets acrosa the Valley from Columbia furnace to Edin- 
burg, and on the 11th Lomax was sent to tbeLuray Valley to lake po- 
sition at Millford. 



BATTLE OF CEDAR CREEK OR BELLE GROVE. 

Having heard that Sberidan was preparing to send part of bis troops 
to Grant, I moved down the Valleyagain on tbe ISth. Ou the morn- 
ing of the 13tb we reached Fisher's Hill, and I moved wilh part of my 
command to Hupp's Hill, between Strasburg and Cedar Creek, for tbe 
purpose of reconnoitring. The enemy was found posted on tbe north 
back of Cedar Creek, in strong force, and while we were observing him, 
without displaying any of my force except a small body of cavalry, a 
division ot his infantry was moved out to bia left and stacked arms in 
an open iield, when a battery of artillery was run out suddenly and 
opened on this division, scattering it in great confusion. The enemy 
then displayed a large force, and sent a division across the ereek to cap- 
ture tbe guns which bad opened on him, but when it had advanced near 
enough, Conner's brigade of Kerahaw's division was sent forward to 
meet this division, and after a sharp contest, drove it back in conside- 
rable confusion and with severe loss. Conner's brigade behaved very 
handsomely indeed, but unfortunately, after the enemy bad been en- 
tirely repulsed. Brigadier General Conner, a most aceompliabed and 
gallant officer, lost bis leg by a shell from tbe opposite aide of tbe creek. 
Some prisoners were taken fiom tbe enemy in this affair, and Colonel 
Wella, tbe division commander, fell into our hands mortally wounded. 
The object of the reconnoisBance having been accomplished, I moved 
back to Fisher's Hill, and I subsequently learned that the 6th corps 
had started for Grant's army but was brought ba«k after this affair. 

I remained at Fisher's Hill until the 16tb, observing the enemy, with 
the hope that he would move back from his very strong position on the 
north of Cedar Creek, and that we would be able to get at him in a dif- 
ferent position, but he did not give any indications of an intention to 
move, nor did he evince any purpose of attacking us, though tbe two 
positions were in sight of each other. In the meantime there was some 
skirmishing at Hnpp'a Hill, and some with the cavalry at Cedar Creek 
on the Back Road. On the IGth Rosaer's scouts reported a brigade of 
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the enemy's cavalry eceamped on the Back Eoad, and detached from 
the rest of his force, and RoBser was permitted to go that night, with a 
brigade of infantiy mounted behind the same number of cavalry, to at- 
tempt the surprise and capture of the camp. He succeeded in sut- 
ronnding and sarprising the camp, but it proved to be that of only a. 
strong picket, the whole of which waa captured — the brigade having 
moved its location. 

At light on the morning of the 17th, the whole of my troops were 
moved out in front of our lines, for the purpose of covering Eosser'a re- 
turn in case of diificulty, and after he had retarned, General Gordon 
was sent with a brigade of his division to Hupp'a Hill, for the purpose 
of ascertaining by close inspection whether the enemy's position was 
fortified, and he returned with the information that it was. I was now 
compelled to move back for want of provisions and forage, or attack the 
enemy in his position with the hope of driving him from it, and I deter- 
mined to attack. As I was not strong enough to attack the fortified po- 
sition in front, I determined to get around one of the enemy's flanks 
and attack him by surprise if I could. After General Gordon's return 
from Hupp'a Hill, he and Captain Hotchklas, my topographical engi- 
neer, were sent to the signal station on the end of Massanntten Mountain, 
which had been re-established, for the purpose of examining the ene- 
my's position from tliat point, and General Pegi-am was ordered to go, 
as near as he conld to Cedar Creek on the enemy's right flank, and see 
whether it was practicable to surprise him on that flank. Captain Hotch- 
kiss returned to my headquarters after dark, and reported 
the result of his and General Gordon's examination, and he 
gave me a sketch of the enemy's position and camps. He informed me 
that the enemy's left flank, which rested near Cedar Creek, a short dis- 
tance above its mouth, was lightly picketed, and that there was but a 
small cavalry picket on the North Fork of the Shenandoah, below the. 
mouth of the creek, and he stated that, from information he had re- 
ceived, he thought it was practicable to move a column of infantry be- 
tween the base of the mountain and the river, to a ford below the mouth 
of the creek. He also informed me that the main body of the enemy's 
cavalry was on. his right flank on the Back Road to Winchester, The 
sketch made by Captain Hotchkiss, which proved to be correct, desig- 
nated the roads in the enemy's rear, and the house of a Mr. Cooley as a 
favorable point for forming an attacking column, after it crossed the 
river, in order to move against the enemy and strike him on the Valley 
.Pike in rear of his works. Upon this information, I determined to at- 
tack the enemy by moving over the ground designated by Captain 
Hotchkiaa, if it should prove practicable to move a column between the 
base of the mountain and the river. Next morning General Gordon 
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confirmed the report of Captain Hotebkies, expressing confidence that 
the attack could be successfally made on the enemy'a left and rear, and 
General Pegram reported that a movement on the enemy's right flank 
would he attended with gi'eat difficnlty, as the banks on Cedar Creek 
on that flank were high and precipitous and were well guarded. Gen- 
eral Gordon and Captain Hotebkies were then sent to examine and as- 
certain the practicability of the route at the bane of the mountain, and 
General Pegram, at his request, was permitted to go to the signal sta- 
tion on the mountain to examine the enemy's position himself from that 
point. Directions were given, in tho meantime, for everything to he in 
readiness to move that night (the 18th), and the division commanders 
were requested to be at my quarters at two o'clock in the afternoon, to 
receive their final instructions. 

The river makes a circuit to tbe left in front of the right of the position 
at Fisher's Hill and around by Strasburg, leaving a considerable body 
of land between it and the mountain, on which are several farms. 
Whenever Fisher's Hill had been oceupied by us, this bend of the river 
had been occupied by a portion of our cavalry, to prevent the enemy 
from turning the right of the position, and it was now occupied by 
Colonel Payne with his cavalry, numbering about 300. la order to 
make tbe contemplated movement, it was necessary to cross the river 
into this bend, and then pass between the foot of the mountain and the 
river below Strasburg, where the passage was very narrow, and cross 
the river again below the mouth of Cedar Creek. The enemy's camps 
and position were visible fi'om a signal station on Round Hill, in rear of 
Fisher's Hill, and had been examined by me from that point, but the 
distance was too great to see with distinctness. From the station on 
the mountain, which immediately overlooked the enemy's left, the view 
was very distinct, but I could not go to that point myself, as the ascent 
was very rugged, and it required several hours to go and come, and I 
could not leave my command for that time. I had, therefore, necessarily 
to rely on tbe reports of my officers. 

General Gordon and Captain Hotchkiss, on their return, reported tbe 
route between the mountain and river, which was a blind path, to be 
practicable for infantry but not for artillery, and a temporary bridge 
was constructed under Captain Hotcbkiss's superintendence, at tbe first 
crossingof tho river on our right. The plan of attack on which I de- 
termined, was to send the three divisions of the 2d corps, to wit : Gor- 
don's, Ramsenr's and Pegram's under General Gordon, over theroate 
which had been specified, to the enemy's rear, to make tbe attack at five 
o'clock in the morning, which would be a little before day-break — to 
move myself with Kershaw's and "Wharton's divisions, and all the 
artillery, alone the Pike through Strasburg, and attack the enemy on 
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tbe front and left flank as soon aa Gordon sboald become engaged, and 
for Rosser to move with his own and Wickham'e brigade, on tbe Back 
Road across Cedar Creek, and attack the enemy's cavalry aimultane- 
Ottsly with Gordon's attack, while Loraax should move by Front Royal, 
cross the river, and come to the Valley Pike_. so as to strike the enemy 
wherever he might he, of which he was to judge by the sound of the 

At two o'clock P. M., all the division commanders, except Pegram, 
who had not returned from the mountain, came to my headquarters, and . 
I gave them their instructions. Gordon was directed to cross over 
into the bend of the river immediately after dark, and move to the foot 
of the mountain, wliere he would rest his troops, and move from there 
in time to cross the river again and get in position at Oooley's house in 
the enemy's rear, so as to make the atlack at the designated hour, and 
he was instructed, in advancing to the attack, to move for a house on 
the west side of the Valley Pike called the '' Belle Grove House," at 
which it was known that Sheridan's headquarters were located. A 
guide who knew the country and the roads, was ordered to_he sent to 
\ienerarijofQon, aria "VJolonei tayne was ordered to accompany Him 
with his force of cavalry, and endeavor to capture Sheridan himself. 
Rosser was ordered to move before day, in time to attack at five o'clock 
nest morning, and to endeavor to surprise the enemy's cavalry in camp, 
Kershaw and "Wharton were ordered to move, at one o'clock ia the 
morning, towards Strasburg under my personal superintendence, and the 
artillery was ordered to concentrate where the Pike passed through the 
lines at Fisher's Hill, and at the hour appointed for the attack, to move 
at a gallop to Hupp's Hill — the movement of the artillery being thus 
delayed for fear of attracting the attention of the enemy by the rnm- 
bling of the wheels over the macadamized road. Swords and cantfiena 
were directed to be left in camp, bo as to make as little noise as possible. 
The division commanders were particnlarly admonished aa to the neces- 
sity for promptness and energy in all their movements, and they were 
instructed to press the enemy with vigor after he waa encountered, and 
to allow him no time to form, but to continue the pursuit until hia forces 
should be completely routed. They were also admonished of the dan 
ger to be apprehended from a disposition to plunder the enemy's camps 
by their men,, and they were enjoined to take eVery poasible precaution 
against it. 

Gordon moved at the appointed time, and after he had started. Gen- 
eral Pegram reported to me that he had diacovered, from the signal sta- 
tion on the mountain, what he supposed to be an entrenchment thrown 
up across the road over which Gordon would haVe to advance after cross-' 
ing the river the second time, and that the signal operators had informed ■ 
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him that it had been thrown up since Gordon and Hotchkiss made their 
examination ; and he suggested the propriety of attacking the enemy's 
left flank at the same time Gordon made hia attack, as he would probably 
have more difficulty than bad been anticipated. I adopted this sugges- 
tion, and determined to cross Kershaw's division over Cedar Creek, at 
Bowman's Mill, a little above its mouth, and strike the enemy's left 
flank aimultaneonsly with the other attacks, of which purpose notice 
was sent to General Gordon by General Pegram. At one o'clock on 
the morning of the 19th, Kershaw and Wharton moved, and I accompa- 
nied them. At Strasburg Kershaw moved, to the right on theroad to Bow- 
man's Mill, and Whart()n moved along the Pike to Happ's Hill, with 
instructions not to display his forces but to avoid the enemy's notice un- 
til the attack began, when he was to move forward, support the artillery 
when it came np, and send a force to get possession of the bridge on the 
Pike over the creek. I accompanied Kershaw's division, and we got in 
sight of the enemy's fires at half past three o'clock. The moon was 
now shining, and we could see the camps. Thi; division was halted un- 
der cover to await the arrival of the proper time, and I pointed out to 
Kershaw, and the commander of his leading brigade, the enemy's posi- 
tion and described the nature of the ground, and directed _them how the 
attack was to be made and followed up. Kershaw was directed to ci-oss 
his division over the creek as quietly as possible, and to form it into 
column of brigades as he did so, and advance ia that manner against 
the enemy's left breastwork, extending to the right or left as might be 
necessary. At half past four be was ordered forward, and. a very short 
time after he started, the fiiiag from Roaaer oa our laft, and the picket 
firing at the ford at which Gordon was crossing were heard. Kershaw ■ 
crossed the creek without molestation and formed his division as di- 
rected, and precisely at five o'clock his leading brigade, with little oppo- 
sition, swept over the enemy's left work, capturing seven guns, which 
were at once turned on the enemy. As soon as this attack was made, I 
rode as rapidly as possible to the position oa Hupp's Hill to which 
Wharton and the artillery had been ordered. I found the artillery just 
arriving, and a very heavy fire of musketry was now heard in the ene- 
my's rear from Gordon's column. Wharton had advanced his skirmish- 
ers to the creek capturing some prisoners, but the enemy still held the 
works on our left ti the Pike, commanding that road arid the bridge, and 
opened with his artillery on us. Our artillery was immediately brought 
into action and opened on the enemy, but he soon evacuated his works, 
and our men from the other columns rushed into them. Just then the 
sun rose, and Wharton's division and the artillery were immediately or- 
dered forward. I rode in advance of them across the creek, and met 
General Gordon on the opposite hill. Kerahaw'a division had swept 
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along the enemy's works on the right of the Pite, which were occupied 
by Crook's corps, and he and Gordon had united at the Pike, and their 
divisions had pushed aoroas it in pursuit of the enemy. The rear divi- 
eion of Gordon's column (Pegram's) was crossing the river at the time 
Kershaw's attack was made, and General Gordon moved rapidly to 
Cooley's house, formed his troops and advanced against the enemy with 
his own division on the left, under Brigadier General Evans, and Eam- 
seur'a on the right, with Pegram's in the rear supporting them. There 
had been a delay of an hour at the river before crossing it, either from 
a misealculation of time in the dark, or because the cavalry which was 
to precede his column had not gottea up, and~the delay thus caused, for 
which no blame is to be attached to General Gordon, enabled the enemy 
partially to form his lines after the alarm produced by Kershaw's attack, 
and Gordon's attack, which was after light, was tlierefore met with 
greater obstinacy by the enemy than it would otherwise have encoun- 
tered, and the fighting had been severe. Gordon, however, pushed his 
attack with great energy, andfhe 19tb and Crooks corps were in com- 
plete route, and their camps, with a number of pieces of artillery and a 
considerable quantity of smal! arms, abandoned. The 6th corps, which 
was on the enemy's right, and some diataneo from the point attacked, 
had had time to get under arms and take position so as tu arrest our 
progress. General Gordon briefly infqrmed me of the condition of things 
and stated that Pegram's division, which had not been previously en- 
gaged, bad been ordered in. He then rode to take command of his di- 
vision, and I rode fonvard on the Pike to ascertain the position of the 
. enemy, in order to continue the attack. There was now a heavy fog, 
and that, with the smoke from the artillery and small arms, so obscured 
objects that the enemy's position could not he seen ; but I soon came to 
Generals Eamseiir and Pegram, who informed me that Pegram's division 
had encountered a division of the 6th corps on the left of the Valley Pike, 
and after a sharp engagement, had driven it hack on the main body of 
that corps, which was in their front in a strong position. They further 
iufk>rmed me that their divisions were in line confronting the 6th corps 
but that there was a vacancy in .the line on their right which ought to ■ 
be filled. I ordered Wharton's division forward at once, and 'directed 
Generals Ramseur and Pegritm to put it where it was required. In a 
veiy abort lime, and while I was endeavoring to discover the enemy's 
line through the obscurity, "Wharton's division came back in some con- 
fusion, and General Wharton informed me that, in advancing to the 
position pointed oat to him by Generals Ramseur and Pegram, hia divi- 
sion had been driven back by the 6th corps, which he said was advanc- 
ing. He pointed out the direction from which he said the enemy was 
advancing, and some pieces of artillery, which had come up. were i , 
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brought into action. The fog soon rose enfficienfly for us to see the 
enemy's position on a ridge to the west of Middletown, and it was dis- 
covered to be a strong one. After driving hack Wharttin's diviaion he 
had not advanced, but opened on ns with artillery, and orders were 
given for concentrating all onr guns on bim. In the meantime, a force 
of cavalry was advancing along the Pike, and tbrongh the fields to the 
right of Middletown, thus placing our right and rear in great danger, 
and Wharton was ordered to form hia divisional once, aad take position 
to hold the enemy's cavalry in check, Woflbrd's brigade of Kershaw's 
division, which had become separated from the other brigades, was or- 
dered up, for the same purpose. Discovering that the 6th corps could 
not be attacked with advantage on its left flank, because the approach 
in that direction was through an open flat and across a boggy stream 
with deep banks, I directed Captain Powell, serving on General Gor- 
don's staff, who rode up to me whale the artillery was being placed in 
position, to tell the General to advance against the enemy's right flank, 
and attack it in conjunction with Kersh|^, while a heavy fire of artil- 
lery was opened from our right; but as Captain Powell said he did not 
know where General Gordon was, and expressed some doubt about find- 
ing him, immediately after he started, I sent Lieutenant Page, of my 
own staff, with orders for both Generals Gordon and Kershaw to make 
the attack. In a short time Colonel Carter concentrated eighteen or 
twenty guns on the enemy, and he Was soon in retreat. Ramseur and 
Pegram advanced at once to the position from which the enemy was 
driven, and just then his cavalry commenced pressing heavily on the 
right, and Pegram's division was ordered to move to the north of Mid- 
dletown, and take position across the Pike against the cavalry. Lieu- 
tenant Page had returned and informed me that he delivered my order 
to General Kershaw, but the latter informed him that hia division was 
not in a condition to make the attack, as it was very much scattered, 
and there was a cavalry force threatening him in front. Lieutenant 
Page also stated that he had seen Gordon's division in Kershaw's rear 
reforming, and that it was also much scattered, and that he had not de- 
livered the order to General Gordon, because he saw that neither bis 
division nor Kershaw's was in a condition to execute it. As soon as 
Pegram moved, Kei^haw was ordered from the left to supply his place. 
I then rode to Middletown to make provision against the enemy's cav- 
alry, and discovered a laj-ge body of it seriously threatening that flank, 
which was very much exposed. Wharton's division and Wofford'a 
brigade were put in position on Pegram's right, and several charges of 
the enemy's cavalry were repulsed. I had no cavalry on that flank ex- 
cept Payne's very small brigade, which had accompanied Gordon, and 
made some captures of prisonera and wagons, Lomax had not arrived, 
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but I received a message from him, infonnbg me that he had croased 
the river after some delay from a cavalry force guarding it, and I sent 
a message to him requiring him to move to Middletown as quick aa pos- 
sible, but, as I snbsequently ascertained, he did not receive that mes- 
sage. Roaser had attacked the enemy promptly at the appointed time, 
but he had not beea able to surprise him, as he was found on the alert 
on that flank, doubtless owing to the attempt at a surprise on the night 
of the 16th, There was now one divisioa of cavalry threatening my 
right flank, and two more were on the left, near the Back Road, held in 
check by Roaaer. The force of the latter was too weak to make any 
impression on the enemy's cavalry, and all he could do was to watch it. 
As I passed acroaa Cedar Creek after the enemy waa driven from it, I 
had discovered a number of men in the enemy's camp plundering, and 
one of Wharton's battalions was ordered to clear the camps and drive 
the men to their commands. It was reported to me, subsequently, that 
a great number were at the same work, and I seat all my ataff oiEcers 
who could be spared, to stop it if poaaible, and orders were aent to the 
division commanders to send for their men. 

After he was driven from his second position, the enemy had taken a 
new position about two miles north of Middletown, and as soon as I had 
regulated matters on ibe right so aa to prevent hia cavalry from getting 
in rear of that S^mk, I rode to the left, for the purpoae of ordering an ad- 
vance. I found Uamseur andKerahaw inline with Pegram,but Gordon 
had not como up. In a short time, however, I found bim coming up 
from the rear, and I ordered bim to take position on Kershaw's left, and 

advance for the purpoae of driving the enemy from hia new poaition 

Kershaw and Ramaeur being ordered to advance at the same time. As 
the enemy's cavalry on our left was very strong, and had the benefit of 
an open country to the rear of that flank, a repulse at thia time would 
have been disastrous, and I therefore directed General Gordon, if he had 
found the enemy's line too strong to attack with success, not to make the 
assault. The advance was made for some distance, when Gordon's 
akimiishere came hack reporting a line of battle in front behind breast- 
worka, and General Gordon did not make the attack. It was now ap- 
parent that it would not do to press my troops further. They had been 
up all night and were much jaded. In passing over rough ground t« 
attack the enemy in the eariy morning, their own ranks had been much 
disordered, and the men scattered, and it had required time to reform 
them. Their ranks, moreover, were much thinned by the absence of the 
men engaged in plundering the enemy's camps. The delay which Lad 
unavoidably occun'ed, had enabled the enemy to rally a portion of hia 
routed troops, and his immense force of cavalry, which remained intact, 
was threatening both of our flanks in an open country, which of itself 
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rendered an advance extremely hazardous. I determined, therefore, to 
try and hold what had been gained, and ordei^ were given for carrying 
off the captured and abandoned artillery, small arms and vragons. A 
number of hold attempts were made during the subsequent part ot the 
day, hy the enemy's cavalry, to break our line on the right, but they 
were invariably repulsed. Late in the afternoon, the enemy's infantry 
advanced against Eamseur's, Kershaw's, and Gordon's lines, and the 
attack on Eamseur's and Kershaw's fronts was handsomely repulsed in 
my view, and I hoped that the day wa. finally ours, but a portion of the 
enemy had penetrated an interval which was between Evans' brigade, 
on the extreme left, and the rest of the Ime, when that brigade gave way, 
and Gordon's other brigades soon followed. General Gordon made 
every possible effort to tally his men, and lead thorn back against the en- 
emy, but without avail. The information of this affair, with exaggera- 
tions, passed rapidly along Kershaw's and Eamseur's lines, and their 
men, under the apprehension of being Sanked, commenced falling back 
in disorder, though no enemy was pressing them, and this gave me the 
first intimation of Gordon's condition. At the same time the enemy's 
cavalry, observing the disorder of our ranks, made another charge on our 
right but was again repulsed. Every effort was made to stop and rally 
Kershaw's and Eamseur's men, but tho mass of them resisted all ap 
peals, and continued lo go to tho re.ar without waiting for any effort to 
retrieve ths partial disorder. Eamseur, however, succeeded m retaining 
with him two or three hundred men of his division, and Major Goggm, 
of Kershaw's staff, who was in command of Conner's brigade, about lUo 
same number ii-om that brigade ; and these men, with .ii pieces of artil- 
lery of Cntshaw's battalion held the enemy's whole force on our loft in 
chock for one hour and a half, until Eamseur was shot down mortally 
wounded, and the ammunition of those pieces of artillery was exhausted 
mile the latter were being replaced by other guns, the force that had 
remained with Eamseur and Goggin gave way also. Pegram's and 
■Wharton's divisions, and Wofford's brigade bad remained steadfast on 
tho tight, and resisted all efforts of the enemy's cavalry, but no portion 
of this force could bo moved lo the left without leaving the Pike open 
to the cavalry, which would have destroyed all hope at once. Every 
effort to rally the men in the rear having failed, I had now nothing lelt 
for me but to order these troops to retire also. When they commenced 
to move, the disorder soon extended to them, but General Pegram suc- 
needed in bringing back a portion of his command across Cedar Creek 
in an organized condition, holding the enemy in check, but this smal 
force soon dissolved. A part of Evans' brigade had been rallied in the 
rear and held a ford above the bridge for a short time, but it followed the 
example of the rest. I tried to tally the men immediately after croasmg 
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Cedar Creek, and at Hupp's Hill, but without succees. Could 500 men 
have been rallied at either of these places, who would have stood by 
me, I am satisfied that all my artilleiy and wagons and the greater part 
of the captured artillery could have been saved, as the enemy's pursuit 
was very feehle. As it was, a bridge broke down on a very narrow part 
ofthe road between Strasbm-g and Jisher'a Hill, just above Straeburg' 
where there was no other passway, thereby blocking up all the artillery, 
ordnance and medical wagons, and ambulances which had not passed 
that point ; and as there was no force to defend them, they were !ost,'a 
very small body of the enemy's cavalry capturing them. 

The greater part of the infantry was halted at Fisher's Hill, and 
Eosaer, whose command had retired in good order on the Back Eoad, 
was ordered to that point with his cavalry. The infantry moved hack 
towards New Market at three o'clock next morning, and Rosser was 
left at Fisher's Hill to cover the retreat of the troops, and hold that po- 
sition until they were beyond pursuit. He remained at Fiahei's Hill until 
after ten o'clock on the 20th, and the enemy did not advance to that 
place while he was there. He then fell back without molestation to his 
former position, and established hia line on Stony Creek across from 
Columbia Furnace to Edinburg, seven miles below Mount Jackson. 
My other troops were halted at New Market, about seven miles from 
Mount Jackson, and there was an entirely open country between the 
two places, they being very nearly in sight of each other* 

Lomax had moved, on the day of the battle, on the Front Royal road 
towards Winchester, under the impression that the enemy was being 
forced back towards that place, and he did not reach me. When he as- 
certained the reverse which had taken place in the latter part of the 
day, he i-etii-ed up the Luray "Valley to his former position at Millford, 
without molestation. 

My loss in the battle of Cedar Creek was twenty-three pieces of artil- 
lery, some ordnance and medical wagons and ambulances, which had 
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been carrietl to tlie front for the nse of the troops on the field, about 1860 
in killed and wounded, and sometbing over 1000 prieoners. Major 
Gfeneral Eamaenr fell into the bands of the enemy mortally wounded, 
and in him, not only my command, but the country sustained a heavy 
loss. He was a most gallant and energetic ofScer whom no disaster 
appalled, but his courage and enei^ seemed to gain new strength in 
the midst of confusion and disorder. He fell at his post fighting like 
a lion at bay, and his native State has reason to he proud of bis mcm- 
oiy. Brigadier General Battle was wonnded at the beginning of the 
fight, and other valuable officers were lost. Fiftieen hundred prisoners 
were captured from the enemy and brought off, and bis loss in killed 
and wounded in this action was very heavy. 

This was the ease of a glorious victory given up by my own troops 
after they had won it and it i** f o be accounted f r, on the ground of the 
partial demoial zat on caused by the plunder of the enemy s camps aud 
from the fact that the men undertook to judge for themselves when it 
was proper to retire Had they but waited the mischief on the left 
would have been remedi d I have ne-ver been able to eali'f j myself 
that the enemy's attack m the afternoon, was n )t a demonstration to 
cover his retreat during the night It eertamly was not a vigoious one, 
as is shown by the fact that the very small force with Bimscur and 
Goggin held him in check so long and the lo s in killed and 
wounded in the division which first ga^e way was not hea\ j and was 
the least in numbers of all bat one, though it was the third in strength, 
and its relative loss was the least of all the divisions. I read a sharp 
lecture lo my troops, in an address published to them a few days after 
the battle, but I have never attributed the result to a want of courage 
on their part, for I had seen them perform too many prodigies of valor 
to doubt that. There was an individuality about the Confederate sol- 
dier, which caused him to act often io battle according to bis own opin- 
ions and thereby impair bia own efficiency; and the tompting bait of- 
fered by the rich plunder of the camps of the enemy's well fed and 
well clothed troops, was frequently too great for our destitute sol- 
diers, and caused them to pause in the career of victory. 

Had my cavalry been sufficient to contend with that of the enemy, 
the rout in the morning would have been complete ; as it was, I bad 
only about 1200 cavalry on the field under Boeaer, and Lomas's force, 
which numbered less than 1700, did not get up. My infantry and ar- 
tillery was about the same strength aa at Wmchester. The reports of 
the ordnance officers showed, in the bands of my troops about 8,800 mus- 
kets, in round numbers as follows : in Kershaw's division 2,700, Kam- 
seur's a,100, Gordon's 1,700, Pegram's 1,200, and Wharton's 1,100. 
Making a moderate allowance for the men left to guard the camps and the 
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signal station on the mountain, aa well as for a few Bick and wounded, 
I went into thia battle with about 8,500 muskets and a little over forty 
pieces of artillery. 

The book containing the reports of the Chief Snrgeon of Sheridan's 
cavalry corps, which has been mentioned as captured at this battle, 
showed that Sheridan's cavalry numbered about 8,700 men for duty a few 
days previous,and from information which I had received of reinforcements 
Kent him, in the way of recruitB and returned convalescents, I am satis- 
fied that his infantry force was fully as large as at Winchester. Sheri- 
dan was absent iu the morning at the beginning of the fight, and had re- 
turned in the afternoon before the cbnnge in the fortunes of the day. 
Nevertheless, I saw no reason to change the estimate I had formed of 
him.* 

It may be asked, why with my small force I made tlie attack ? I 
can only say we had been fighting large odds during the whole war, and 
I knew there was no chance of lessening tbem. It was of the utmost 
consequence that Sheridan Bhonld be prevented from sending troops to 
Grant, and General Lee, in a letter received a day or two before, had 
expressed an earnest desire that a victory should be gained in the Val- 
ley if possible, and it could not he gained without fighting for it. I did 
hope to gain ono by uurprieing the enemy in his camp, and then thoiight 
and still think I would bavo had it, if my directions had been strictly 
complied with, and my troops had awaited my orders to retire.f 

• The reliaat of the mnin hodj of his army had been arre^Md, and a new line formed 
behiDd breesiworks of rmie before Sheridan Hrrivad on the field ; and he still hod InimeBse 
odds against ms when he medo the attack in the afternoon. 

f A lilly story was cir<rulated and even pnblished in the pnpfrs, that Ihls bnllle waa 
jilanned nnd oondneted by one of my subordinates np to a certain point, when my arrival on 
the field Btopped the pursuit and arrf alsd the Tiolory. Ko ofBner or soldier on that day re- 

the enemy from the hettinningand Rive iitm no lima to form, and when I found that my troops 
had halted. I endeavored lo advance afjain, bat 1 diacorered it would not do to press them 
further. Those who have known me from my youth, as well a^thosewho came in oonlaot 

or assume my dntleninany particnlar. Tett was always willing to reueive and adopt valu- 
able suggestions from any of my ofHeers. 

which obtained some dreulflti on and credence, but which I would not notice, except for the 
fact that itwas referred to on thefloocof the Confederate Senate by two members of that 

as well as to all others wlio a«sooiated with mo. 
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CLOSE OF THE VALLEY CAMPAIGN. 

After the return from Cedar Creek, the main body of my troops re- 
mained in their camp for the rest of the month without disturbance, but 
on the 8Gth of October the cneray'a cavalry attacked Lomas at Mill- 
ford, and after sharp fighing, was repulsed. Having heard that Slieri- 
dan waa preparing to send troopa to Grant, and that the Manassas Gap 
railroad was being repaired, I moved down the Valley again on the 10th 
of November. I bad received no reinforcements except about 350 cav- 
alry under General Coaby from Breekenridge's department in South- 
weatera Virginia, some returned convalescents, and Heveral hundred 
conscripts, who had been on details which had been revoked. Oa the 
11th, on our approach to Cedar Creek, it waa found that the enemy 
had fallen hack towards Winchester, after having fortified and occupied 
a position on Hupp'a Hill, subsequently to the battle of Cedar Creek, 
Col. Payne drove a amall body of cavalry through Middletown to New- 
town, and I followed him and took position south of the latter place 
and in view of it. Sheridan's main force was found posted north of 
Newtown, in a position which he was engaged fortifying. I remained in 
front of him during the 11th and 12th, Rosser being on my left flank on 
the Back Road, and Lomas on my right between the Valley Pike and 
the Front Royal road, with one brigade (McCausland's) at Cedarville 
on the latter road. Rosser bad some skirmishing with the enemy's 
cavalry on the 11th, and on the 12th two divisions advanced against 
him, and after a heavy fight the enemy was repulsed and some prison- 
ers captured. Colonel Pajoie. who was operating immediately in my 
front, likewise had a sharp engagement with a portion of the enemy's 
cavalry, and defeated it. When Eosser was heavily engaged, Lomai 
waa ordered to his assistance vrith a part of his command, and during 
his absence, late in the afternoon, Powell's division of the enemy's cav- 
alry attacked McCaualand at Cedarville, and,after a severe fight, drove 
him back across the river with the loss of two pieces of artillery. At 
the time of this affair, a bluatering wind was blowing and the firing 
could not be heard ; and nothing was 'known of McCausland's misfor- 
tune until after we commenced retiring that night. In these cavalry 
fio-hts, three valuable officers were killed, namely : Lt. Col. Marshall, of 
Eosser's brigade, Col, Radford of McCausland's brigade, and Captain 
Haivie of McCausland's staff. 

Discovering that the enemy continued to fortify hia position, and 
showed no disposition to come out of hia lines with his infantry, and 
not being williDg to attack him in his entrenchments, after the reverses 
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I had met with, I determined to retire, as we were teyond the reach of 
supplies. After dark oe the 12th, we moved to Fisher's Hill, and nest 
day returned in the direction of New Market, where we arrived on the 
14tb, no effort at pursuit being made. I discovered by this movement 
that no troops had been eent to Grant, and that the project of repairing 
the Manassas Gap railroad had been abandoned.* 

Shortly after our return to New Market, Kershaw's division was re- 
turned td Gfeneral Lee, and Oosby's cavalry to Breckenridge. On the 
§2d November, two divisions of the enemy's cavalry advanced to Mount 
Jackson, after having driven in our cavalry pickets. A part of it 
crossed over the river into Meem's bottom at the foot of Rude'a Hill, but 
was driven back by a portion of my infantry, and the whole retreated, 
being pursued by Wickham's brigade, under Colonel Munford, to 
Woodstock. 

On the 27th, Bosser crossed Great North Mountain into Hardie 
County, with his own and Payne's brigade, and about the 29th sur- 
prised and captured the fortified post at New Creek, on the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad. At this place, two regiments of cavalry, with their 
aiTus and colors, were captured, and eight pieces of artillery and a very 
large amount of ordnance, q^uartermaster, and commissary stores fell 
into our hands. The prisoners, numbering 800, four pieces of artillery, 
and some wagons and horses, were brought off, the other guns, which 
were heavy siege guns, being spiked, and their carriages and a greater 
part of the stores destroyed. Bosser also brought off several hundred 
cattle and a large number of sheep from Hampshire and Hardy counties. 
This 'expedition closed the material operations of the campaign of 
1864 in the Shenandoah Valley, and at that time the enemy held pre- 
cisely the same portion of that valley, which he held before the open- 
ing of the campaign in the spring, and no more, and the headquarters 
of his troops were at the same place, to wit : Winchester. There was 
this difference, however, at the beginning of the campaign, he held it 
with comparatively a small force, and at the close, he was compelled to 
employ three corps of infantry and one of cavaly, for that purpose, and 
to guard the approaches to Washington, Maryknd, and Pennsylvania. 
When I was detached from General Lee's army. Hunter was advancing 
on Lynchburg, 170 miles south of Winchester, with a very considerable 
force, and threatening all of General Lee's communications with a very 
serious danger. By a rapid movement, my force had been thrown to 
Lynchburg, just in time to arrest Hunter's march into that place, and he 

• From Grant's account of ths balUe ot Cedar Creek, it would be supposed thatthe Cthoorpa 
Baa returned to the army of the Potomac Immeclmtely after that battle, but the trnth ia 
that no troops were sent from Sheridan's atmy UEtil December, when the cold weather had 
put an end to all operaiiona in the field bj infantrT. 
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had been driven back and forced to escape into the mountains of West- 
era Virginia, -with a losa of ten pieces of artillery, and subsequent terri- 
ble suffering to bia troops. Maryland and Pennsylvania bad been in- 
vaded, "Washington threatened and thrown into a state of frantic alarm, 
and Grant had been compelled to detach two corps of infantry and two 
divisions of cavalry from hia army. Five or six thousand prisoaera had 
been captured from the enemy and sent to Richmond, and according to 
a published statement by Sheridan, hia army had lost 13,831, in killed 
and wounded, after he took command of it. Heavy losses had been in- 
flicted on that army by my command before Sheridan went to the Val- 
ley, and the whole loss could not have been far from double ray entire 
force. The enemy, moreover, had been deprived of the use of the Balti- 
more and Ohio railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio canal for three 
months. It is true that I had lost many valuable officers and men, and 
about sixty pieces of artillery, counting those lost by Ramseur and 
McCausiand, and not deducting the ninetc"!i pieces captured from the 
enemy; but I think I may safely state that the fall of Lynchburg with 
its foundries and factories, and the consequent destruction of General 
Lee'a communications, would have rendered necessary the evacuation of 
Richmond, and that, therefore, the fall of the latter place had been pre- 
vented ; and, by my subsequent operations. Grant's operations against 
General Lee's army had been materially impeded, and for some time 
substantially suspended. 

My loss in killed, wounded and prisoners, at Wiuclieator and Fisher's 
Hill, had been leas than 4000, and at Cedar Creek about 3000, but the 
enemy has attempted to magnify it to a much larger figure, clainriag as 
prisoners several thousand more than my entire loss. How he makes 
out his estimate is not for me to explain. He was never scrupulous as 
to the kinds of persona of whom he made prisoners, and the atatementa 
of the Federal ofScers were not always confined to the truth, as the 
world has probably learned. I know that a number of prisoaera fell 
into the enemy's hands, who did not belong to my command, such as 
cavalrymen on details to get fresh horses, soldiers on leave of absence, 
conacripta on special details, citizens not in the service, men employed 
'n getting supplies for the departments, and stragglers and deserter^ 
from other commands. 

My army during the entire campaign had been self-sustaining, so far 
as provisions and forage were contcmed, and a considerable number of 
beef cattle bad been sent to General Lee's army ; and when the diffi- 
culties under which I labored are considered, 1 think I may confidently 
assert that I had done aa well as it was possible for me to do.* 
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Shortly after Rosser'a return from the New Creek expedition, Col. 
Munford was sent with Wickham's Brigade to the counties of Hardy 
and Pendleton, to procure forage for his horses, and cold weather hav- 
ing now set ill so as to prevent material operations in the field, the 
three division of the 2d Corps were sent, in succession, to General Lee, 
Wharton's division, the cavalry, and moat of the artillery being re- 
tained with me. 

On the 16th December, 1 broke up the camp at New Market, and " 
moved back towards Staunton, for the purpose of establishing my 
troops on or rear the Central railroad — Lomax's cavalry, except one 
brigade left to watch the Luray Valley, having previously moved 
across the Blue Eidge, so as to be able to procure forage. Cavalry 
pickets were left in front of New Market, and telegraphic communica- 
tions kept up with that place, from which there was communica- 
tion with the lower Valley, by means of signal stations on the north- 
em end of Massanutten Mountain, and at Ashby's Gap in the Blue 
Eidge, which overlooked the enemy's camps and the Burrounding 
country. 

The troops had barely arrived at their new camps, when information 
was received that the enemy's cavalry was in motion. On the I9th, 

Is not neceEsarj for the rindioallon of the fame of thai great leader, and it Is most QHjUit 
tome, OS theoiroumstaneeBBBder which we operated were so entirely dissimilar. It wm 
mjfortniie tosBr»e under General Jaekeon, after his Valley campaign nnfilhlsdeatb.atid I 
have the satiafactlon of knoning that I enjoyed hla confidence, wlileh waa signally shown in 
hlslastofBcialactton-ardsme; and no one admires his character and reieres hie memory 
TOorethaa Ido. Itlsnottherefore wllhany liewto detraotfrora hia merits, thatlmcntion 
the followirig facts, but to show how improper it is to [ ompare otir oampaigns, with a riew of 
contrasting their merils, IstGenornl Jackson did not have theodda opposed to him whiehl 
had, and his troops were oompo edentirely of the very best material which entered into the 
composition of our armies, that ia, the men whoeame out voluntarily in the beginning of the 
war; while my command, though eompriaing all Ihe principal organizaKons which were with 
him, didnotoontani.eco of thu men who had participated fn the first Valley campaign. 
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of his campaifin, was teeming with provisions and forage from flne end to tho olhen while 

rely almost entirely on the grass in the open fields fur forage. 1th. When General Jackson 
Has pressed and had lo retire, as well when he fell back before Bants in the spring of 1832 
as, later, when he relired before Fremont lo prerent Shields from getting in hisrear,the 
condition of tho water courses wasauoh as to enable him to atop the adiancB of ono colnmn, 
by burning the bridges, and then fall upon and defeat another column, and,whenhard 
pressed, place his troops in a position of security, until a farorable opportunitj offered for 
attacking the pnemj-; while ell the water courses were low and fordable, and all the coQntry 
was open in my front, on my flanks, and in my rear, during my entire campaign. These 
facts do not detract from the merits of General Jackson's campaign in the slightest degree, 
andfarbeit from me to attempt to obscure his well earned and richly deaerredtame, They 
only show that 1 ought not lo be condemned for not doing wha ' " " 
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Ouster's division moved from Wiacbeater towards Staunton, and at the 
same time, two other divisions of cavalry, under Torbert or Merrit, 
moved across by Front Royal and Chester Gap towards G-ordonsvUle. 
This information haviQg been sent me by signal and telegraph, Whar- 
ton's division was moved, on tte 20th, through a hailstorm, towards 
Harrisonburg, and Rosser ordered to the front with all the cavalry he 
could collect, Custer's division reached Lacy's Spring, nine miles 
' north of Harrisonburg, on the evening of the 20th, and next morning 
before day, Rosser, with about 600 men of his own and Payne's bri- 
gades, attacked it in camp and drove it back down the Valley in some 
eonfueion. Lomas had been advised of the movement towaids Gor- 
donaville, and aa soon as Custer was disposed of, Wharton's division 
was moved bacfc, and on the S3d a porrion of it was run on the railroad 
to Charlottesville— Munford, who had now returned from across the 
great North 'Mountain, being ordered to the same place. On my arri- 
val at Charlottesville on the 28d, I found that the enemy's two divi- 
sions of cavalry which had crossed the Blue Ridge, had been held in 
check near Gordonsville by Lomax, until the arrival of a brigade of in- 
fantry from Richmond, when they retired precipitately. I returned to 
the Valley and established my headquarters at Staunton— Wharton's 
division and the artillery being encamped east of that place, and Ros- 
ser's cavalry west of it ; and thus closed the operations of 1864 with 






Linpaign without oppoaition. So fat as the two armies, with 
which Ihe campfltgn was opened, were eonterned, he had sustained a defea^ andtf the con. 
lent had been between Uiose two annies alone, Ine would have been destroyed. But^ Bnfo> 
tunately, he had the moana of reintorcing and recruiting his army to an al mod unlimited 
eilenl, and there were no means of reoruiline General Lee's. Four years of an unesam- 
pledstrnBgle had destroyed the Bnaneea of theConfederate Government, andeihausted the 
material out of which an army eould he raised. General Lee had performed h.s task as a 
military commander, but the Government was unable to furnish him the means of properly 
" ' ■- ' - ■ ;n of 1B66 with the remnant 

lis opponent with a new army and largely ii 
, General Lea, after . 

b^sanne they had no stomach (or the fight, and when forced into it, 
.minaledissntiBfaotion in the ranks ofthearmy. Some writers who 
1 precious persons to the bullets nf the enemy, ha>e written very 
ins from the army. Now God forbid that I should say one word in 
under any oireum stances. I had no toleration for it durinir the war, 
lionandordsrtheeieentionof sentenoes for the extreme penalty 



for that ofFeneo, when submitted lo me ; but some palliation was 


to be found for the condnot 


ofmanv ofthose who did desert, in the faetthat they did so to a 


o to the aid of their fami- 


lies, who th^y knew were Buffeiing for the neeessaries of lite, whi 
men remained at home in peace and plenty, under eiempiioos 


,le many able-bodied young 


and detaHs. The duly lo 


defend one's country eiists independently of any law, and the la 


Iter is made to enforce, not 


empled from enforeedservice, but he cannot be released from 


onotit,a man may be ei^ 


thcBacreddnUofdefend- 



io,i,d, Google 



CLOSE OP THE VALLEV CAMFAIG.V. 99 

Ing his country against insasion. Those able-bodied men who flocked abroad to aroid ser- 

hadoecagion tolearninmy wimderinRB, as wallas those who sought eieraptions and delaila 
under the law, with a view to avoid the dangers and hardahipsot the war, were lo all intents 
and pnrpoaes desertera, and morally more criminal than the poor soldier, who, in the aaony 
ofhiadistreasf r the sufferings of hia wife and little onesat home, yielded to the leraptation 
to abandon hla colors. There were some cases of eseniptions and details, where the persona 

honestly on that account are not anbjecl tothe above strictures, but there were many caacB 
where the rootlTos were vert diiTerent. The men whose names form the roll of honor for 
Ihe armies ot the GoBfederala States, are those who rohinterily entered the aerviee in the 
bORlnntng nf the war, or as aoon as they were able lo bear arms, and aarved faithfully 
totheend, oiiintil killed or disabled; and I would advise the unmarned among my fair 
countrywomen to choose their huabanda from among the survivors of this class, and not 
from among the skulkers. Bjfollowing thieadtie 

have DO cause to blush for the condact of their pi 
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OPERATIONS IN 1865. 



On the 8d of January, 1865, 1 had a consultation w,it\i General Lee, 
at Kichmond, about the difficulties of my position in the Valley, and he 
told me that he had left me there with the small command which still 
i-emained, in order to produce the iiopregaion that the force was much 
larger than it really was, and he instructed me to do the beat I could. 

Before I returned from Richmond, Eosser started, with between 300 
and 400 picked cavalry, for the post of Deverly, in Western Virginia, 
and on the lltb, surprised and captured the place, securing over five 
hundred priaonere and some stores. This expedition was made over a 
very mountairious country, amid the snows of an unusually severe win- 
ter. Kosser's loss was very light, hut Lieutenant Colonel Cook, of the 
Stii Virginia cavalry, a most gallant and efficient officer, lost his leg in 
the Rttack, and had to be left behind. 

The great drought during the summer of 1864, had made the com 
crop in the Valley a very short one, and as Sheridan bad destroyed a 
considerable quantity of small grain and hay, I found it impossible to 
sustain theboi'ses of my cavalry and artillery where they were, and forage 
couJd not be obtained from elsewhere. I was therefore compelled to 
sendFitz Lee's two brigades to General Lee, and Lomas's cavalry was 
brought from across the Blue Ridge, where the country was exhausted 
of forage, and sent west into the counties of Pendleton, Highland, Bath, 
Alleghany, and Gi^eenbrier, where hay could be obtained. Rosser's 
brigade bad to be temporarily disbanded, and the men allowed to go to 
their homes with their horses, to sustain them, with orders to report 
when called on. One or two companies, whose homes were^down the 
Valley, being required to picket and ecout in front of New Market. 
The men and horses of Lieutenant Colonel King's artillery were sent 
to Southwestera Virginia to be wintered, and most of the horses of the 
other battalions were sent off, under care of some of ihe men, who un- 
dertook to forage them until spring. Nelson'o battalion, with some 
pieces of artillery with their horses, was retained with me, and the re- 
maining officers and men of the other battalions were sent, under the 
charge of Colonel Carter, to General I-ee, to man stationary batteries on 
his lines. Brigadier General Long, who had been absent on sick leave 
for some time and had returned, remained with me, and mo^l)^^(3|^ 
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guns whicb were without horses were sent to Lynchhurg "by railroad. 
This was a deplorable state of things, hut it could not be avoided, as the 
horses of the cavalry and artillery would have perished had they been 
kept in the Valley. 

Echois' brigade of Wharton's division was euhsequenfly sent to South- 
western Virginia, to report to Gen, Echols for special duty, and McNeil's 
company of parEizan rangers and Woodson's company of unattached 
Missouri cavalry were sent to the County of Hardy — Major Harry Gil- 
more being likewise ordered to that county, with the remnant of his bat- 
talion, to take charge of the whole, and operate against the Baltimore 
and Ohio ra Iroad but he n as surprised and captured there, ai a private 
honie Boon ifter hii arnval Two very small brigades of Wharton's 
division and Nelsons battihon with the few pieces of artillery which 
had been retained were left as my n hole available force, and these were 
in wmter quarters near Fi herville on the Central railroad between 
Staunton anl Waynesboro 1 he telegraph to New Market and the sig- 
nil stations fiom there to the lower "S alley were kept up, and a few 
scouts sent to the rear of the eaemj aad ia this way was my front 
principally piikcted and I kppt advised of ihe enemy's movements. 
Henceforth my efhcient and energetn, signal- officer, Captain Wilburn, 
wiB the commander of my adv ance picket line. 

The winter was a severe one, and al! material operations were sus- 
pended until its close. Late in February, Lieutenant Jesse McNeil, 
who was in command of his father's old company, with forty or fifty 
men of that company and Woodson's, made a dash into Cumberland, 
Maryland, at night, and captnred and brought offMajor Generals Crook 
and Kelly with a staff ofScer of the latter, though there were at the 
time several thousand troops in and around Cumberland. The father 
of this gallant young of&cer had performed many daring exploits during 
the war, and bad accompanied me into Maryland, doing good service. 
When Sheridan was at Harrisonburg, in October, 1864, Captain 
McNeil had burned the bridge at Edinburg in his rear, and had attacked 
and captnred the guard at the bridge at Mount Jackson, but in this 
affair he received a very severe wound from which he subsequently died. 
Lieutenant Baylor of Rosser's brigade, who was in Jefferson county 
with his company, made one or two dashes on the enemy's outposts dur- 
ing the winter, and on one occasion captured a train loaded with sup- 
plies on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad. 

On the 20th of February, an order was issued by Gen. Lee, extending 
my command over the Department of Southwestern Virginia and East 
Tennessee, previously commanded by General Breckenridge — the latter 
having been made Secretary of War. 

On the 27th, Sheridan started from Winchester up the Valley yfith a 
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heavy force, consisting, according to the statement of Grant in his re- 
port, of '■ two diTisions of cavahy, numbering about 5000 each." I had 
been informed of the preparations for a movement of some kind, some 
days previous, ai d the information had beea telegraphed to General Lee. 
As soon OS Sheridan started, I was informed of the fact by signal and 
telegraph, and orders were immediately sent by telegraph to Lomax, 
whose beadc[uarters were at Millboro, on the Central laSroad, forty miles 
west of Stattnton, to get together all of his cavalry as soon as possible. 
Eosser was also directed to eolleet all of his men tuat he could, and an 
order was sent by telegraph to General Echols, in Southwestern Vir- 
ginia, to send his brigade by rail to Lynchburg. My own headquarters 
were at Staunton, but there were no troops at that place eseept a local 
provost guard, and a company of reserves, composed of boys under 18 
years of age, which was acting under the orders of the Conscript Bureau. 
Orders were therefore given for the immediate removal of all stores from 
that place. Rosser succeeded ia collecting a little over 100 men, and 
with these be attempted to check the enemy at North Iliver, near Mount 
Grawford, on the 1st of March, but was unable to do ao. On the after- 
noon of that day, the enemy approached to within three or four miles of 
Staunton, and I then telegraphed to Lomax to concentrate his cavalry 
at Pound Gap, in Rockbridge county, and to follow and annoy the enemy 
should he move towards Lynchburg, and rode out of town towards 
Waynesboro, after all the stores had been removed. 

Wharton and Nelson were ordered to move to Waynesboro by light 
next morning, and on that morning (the 2d) their commands were put 
in position on a ridge covering Waynesboro on the west, and just outside 
of the town. My object, in taking this position was to secure the re- 
moval of five pieces of artillery for which there were no horses, and 
some stores still in Waynesboro, as well as to present a hold front to 
the enemy, and ascertain the object of his movement, which I could not 
do very well if I took refuge at once in the mountain. The last report 
for Wharton's command showed 1200 men for duty; but as it was ex- 
ceedingly inclement, and raining and freezing, there were not more than 
1000 muskets on the line, and Nelson had six pieces of artillery. I did 
not intend making my final stand on this grouud, yet I was satisfied 
that if my men would fight, which I had no reason to doubt, I coald 
hold the enemy in check until night, and then cross the river and take 
position in Bockfish Gap ; for I had done more difficult things than that 
during the war. About IS o'clock in the day, it was reported to me 
that the enemy was advancing, and I rode out at once on the lines, and 
soon discovered about a brigade of cavalry coming up, on the road 
from Staunton, oq which the artillery opened, when it retired out 
of rauD'e, The enemy manceuvred for some time in our front, keep- 
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lug out of reacli of our gana uatii late iu the afternoon, when I dis- 
covered a force moving to our left. I immediately sent a. mes- 
senger with notice of this fact to General Whartoa, who was on that 
flank, and with orders for him to look out and provide for the enemy's 
advance ; and another messenger with notice to the guns on the left, 
and directions for them to fire towards the advancing force, which could 
not be seen from .where they were. The enemy soon made an attack on 
our left flank, and I discovered the men on that flank giving back. 
Just then, General Wharton, who had not received my message, rode 
up to me and I pointed out to him the disorder in his line, and ordered 
him to ride immediately to that point and rectify it. Before he got 
back, the troops gave way on the left, after making very slight resistance, 
and soon everything was in a state of confusion and the men com- 
menced crossing the river. I rode across it myself to try and stop 
them at the bridge and check the enemy, but they could not be rallied, 
and the enemy forded the river above and got in our rear. I now saw 
that everything was lost, and after the enemy had got between the 
mountain and the position where I was, and retreat was thus cut off, I 
rode aside into the woods, and in that way escaped capture, I went to 
the top of a hill to reconnoitre, and had the mortification of seeing the 
greater part of my command being carried off as prisoners, and a force 
of the enemy moving rapidly towards Roekfish Gap. I then rode with 
the greater part of my staff and fifteen or twenty others, including 
General Long, across the mountain, north of the Gap, with the hope of 
aiTiving at Greenwood depot, to which the stores had been removed 
before the enemy reached that place but en getting near it, about 
dark, we discovered the enemy in posse'i ion We then rode to Jar- 
mau'a Gap, about three miles from t! d pot and remained there all 
night, as the night was exceedingly dark, and the ice rendered it im- 
possible for «8 to travel over the r gged roads 

The only solution of this affair which I can give is, that my men did 
not fight as I had expected them to do. Had they done so, I am 
satisfied that the enemy could have been lepulsed ; and I was and still 
am of opinion that the attack at Waynesboro was a mere demonstration to 
cover a movement to the south towards Lynchburg. Tet some excuse 
is to be made for my men, as they knew they were weak and the enemy 
very strong. 

The greater part of my command was captured, as was also the 
artillery, which, with five guns on the cars at Greenwood, made eleven 
pieces. Very few were killed or wounded on either side. The only 
person killed on our side, that I have ever heard of was Colonel Wil- 
liam H, Harman, who had formerly been iu the army, but then held a 
civil appointment ( and he was shot in the sireets of WaynesborOj either 
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after he had heeu made prisoner, as some said, or while he was at- 
tempting to make his escape after everything was over. My aid, Lieut. 
Wm. G- Calloway, who had been sent to the left with one of the mes- 
sages, and my medical director, Surgeon II. McGuii'e, had the misfor- 
tune to fall into the hands of the enemy. All the wagons of Wharton's 
command were absent getting supplies ; but those we had with us, 
including the ordnance «nd medical wagons and my own ba^age 
wagon, fell into the hands of the enemy. * 

On the 3d, I rode with the party that was with me, towards Cbar- 
lottesville ; but on getting near that place, we found tlie enemy entering 
it. We had then to turn back and go by a circuitous route under the 
moautains to Gordonsville, as the Eivanna river and other streams 
were very much swollen. On arriving at Gordonsville, I found General 
Wharton, who had made his escape to Charlottesville on the night of 
the affair at Waynesboro, and he was ordered to Lynchburg by the way 
of the Central and Soutli Side Railroads, to lake command of Echols' 
brigade, and aid ia the defence of the city. General Long was ordered 
to report te General Lee at Petersburg. 

The affair at Waynesboro diverted Sheridan from Lynchburg, which 
he could have captured without difficulty had he followed Hunter's 
route and not jumped at the bait unwillmgly offered him, by the capture 
of my force at the former place. His deflection from the direct route to 
the one by Charlottesville, was without adequate object, and resulted in 
the abandonment of the effort to capture Lynchburg, or to cross the 
James River to the south side. He hailed at Charlottesville for two or 
three days, and then moved towards James River, below Lynchburg, 
when being unable to cross that river, he crossed over the Rivanna at 
its mouth and then moved by the way of l''rederick's Hall on the Cen- 
tral railroad, and Ashland, on the R. T. & P. railroad, across the South 
and North Annas, and down the Pamunkey to the White House. 

At Gordonsville about SCO cavalry were collected under Co!. Morgan, 
of the 1st Virginia Cavalry, and with this force I watched the enemy 
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for several days while te was at Charlottesville, and when he was en- 
deavoring to cross the James River. When Sheridan had abandoned 
this effort, and on the day he reached the vicinity of Ashland, whUe I 
was riding on the Louisa Court House and Richmond road, towards the 
bridge over the Soulli Anna, with about twenty cavalry, I came very 
near being captured by a body of 300 cavalry sent after me, but I hu#l 
ceeded in eluding the enemy with most of those who were with me, and 
reached Richmond at 2 o'cioek nest morning, after passing twice be- 
tween the enemy's camps and his pickets. My Adjutant General, Cap- 
tain Moore, however, was captured, but made his escape. 

Lomax liad succeeded in collecting a porfiou of his cavalry and 
reaching Lynchburg, where he took position on the north bank of the 
river, but the enemy avoided fhat piace. Rosser had collected a part of 
bia brigade and made an attack near New Market, on the guard which 
was carrying back the prisoners captured at Waynesboro, with the view 
of releasing them, but be did not succeed in that object, though the 
guard was compelled to retire in great baste. He then moved towards 
Richmond on Sheridan's track. 

After consultation with General Lee, at his headquarlers near Peters- 
burg, Rosaer's and McCausland's brigades were ordered to report to 
him under the command of General Rosser, and I started for the Valley 
by the way of Lynchburg, to reorganize what was left of my command. 
At Lynchburg, a dispatch was received from General Echols, stating 
that Thomas was moving in East Tennessee and threatening South- 
western Virginia with a heavy force, and I immediately went on the 
cars to Wytheville. From that place I went with General Echols to 
Bristol, on the State line between Virginia and Tennessee, and it was as- 
certained beyond doubt that some important movement by the enemy 
was on foot. We then returned to Abingdon, and while I was engaged 
in endeavoring to organize the small force in that section, so as to meet 
the enemy in the best way we could, I received, on the SOtb of March, a 
telegraphic despatch from General Lee, directing me to turn over the 
command in Southwestern Virginia to General Echols, and in the Val- 
ley to General Lomaa, and informing me that he would address a Jetter 
to me at my home. I complied at oace with this order, and thus termi- 
nated my military career. 
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CONCLUSION. 



In the afternoon of the 30th of March, after having turned over 
th^ command to General Echok, I rode to Marion in Smythe county, 
and was taken that night with a cold and cough bo violent as to 
produce hemoirhage from the laugs, and prostrate me for several 
days in a very dangeroua condition. While I was in this situation, 
a heavy cavalry force under Stoneman, from Thomas' army in 
Tennessee, moved through North Carolina to the east, and a part of 
it came into Virginia from the main column, and struck the Vir- 
ginia and Tennessee railroad at New River, east of "Wytheville ; 
whence, after destroying the bridge, it moved east, cutting off all 
communication with Richmond, and then crossed over into North 
Carolina. As soon as I was in a condition to he moved, I was car- 
ried on the railroad to "VVytheville, and was proceeding thence to 
my home, in an amhulance under the charge of a surgeon, when I 
received, most unexpectedly, the news of the surrender of General 
Lee's army. Without the slightest feeling of irreverence, I will say, 
that the sound of the laat trump would not have been more unwel- 
come to my ears. 

Under the disheartening influence of the sad news I had received, 
I proceeded to my home, and I subsequently received a letter from 
General Lee, dated on the 30th of March, explaining the reasons for re- 
lieving me from command. As a copy of that letter has been published 
in Virginia, without any knowledge or agency on my part, it is append- 
ed to this narrative. The letter itself, which was written on the very 
day of the commencement of the attack on General Lee's lines which re- 
sulted in the evacuation of Richmond, and just ten days before the sur- 
render of the Army of Northern Virginia, has a historical interest; for it 
shows that our great commander, even at that late day, was anxiously 
and earnestly contemplating the continuation of the struggle with una- 
bated vigor, and a full determination to make available every element 

Immediately after the battle of Cedar Creek, I had written a letter to 
General Lee, stating my willingness to be relieved from command, if he 
deemed it necessary for the public interests, and I should have been 
content with the course pursued towards me, had his letter not contained 
the expressions of personal confidence in me which it does ; for I knew 
that, in everything he did as commander of our armies, General Lee was 
actuated solely by an earnest and ardent desire for the success of the 
cause of his country. As to those among my countrymen who jjidged 
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me harshly, I have not a word of reproach. When there was bo much 
at stake, it was not unnatural fhat persons entirely ignorant of the facts, 
and forming their opinions from the many false reports set afloat in a 
time of terrible war and public sufiijring, should pass erroneuUB and se- 
vere judgments on those comiuanders who met with reverses. 

I was not embraced in the terms of General Lee's surrender or that of 
General Johnston, and as the order relieving me from command had 
also relieved me from all embarrassment as to the troops which had been 
under me, as soon as I was in a condilion to travel, I started on horse- 
back for the Trans -Missis sip pi Department, tu join the army of General 
Kirby Smith, should it hold out; with the hope of at least meeting 
an honorable death while fighting under the flag of my country. Be- 
fore I reached that Department, Smith's army had also been surrendered, 
and without giving a parole or incurring any obligations whatever to the 
United States authorities, after a long, weary, and dangerous ride from 
Virginia, through the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, Greorgia, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Texas, I fioally succeeded in 
eaving the country a voluntary exile rather than submit to the rule of 
our enemies. 

J. A. EARLY. 
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LETTIE FKOM GENERAL LEE. 



Lt. Gbserai. J. A. Early, Franklin Co Ya ■ 

General— My telegram will have info d thtldm I15 t m 
mandera in your department necessary b t t d t j 1 d 

patriotic services that I should explain Ih tl t p pt 1 m t 

The situation of affairs is such that we It m 1 1 t d t d 

velolop the resources we possess to the g t t t t d k Ih ffl 

cient as possible. To this end, it is ess t 1 th t w h Id b th h f 1 
and hearty support of the people, and th f 11 fid f tb Id rs w th 

out which our efforts would he emb d d m ft 

weakened. I have reluctantly arrived t tb 1 tb t t m 

raand the united and willing co-ope t wh h tit 

Tour reverses in the Talley, of which th p bl d th y J df, h 83 

by the results, have, I fear, impaired y fl b tb h t! 1 pi d 

the soldiers, and would add greatly to the difficulties which ill, under any cir 
eumstances, attend our military operations in S. W. Tirginia. While my own 
confidence in your ability, zeal and devotion to the cause is unimpaired, I have 
nevertheless felt that I could not oppose what seems to be the current of opinion, 
without injustice to your reputation and injury to the service. I therefore felt 
constrained to endeavor to find a commander who would b6 more lifcely*to 
develop the strength and resources of the country, and inspire the soldiers with 
confidence; and to accomplish this purpose, I thought it proper to yield my 
own opinion, and to defer to that of those to whom alone we can look for 
support. 

I am sure that you will understand and appreciate my motives, and no one 
will be more ready than youraolf to acquiesce in any measures which the in- 
terest of the country may seem to require, regardless of all personal 
conaidorations. 

Thanking you for the fidelity and energy with which you have always sup- 
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jfforts, and for tlie courage and devotion you have ever manifeatfld 
ce of the country, ' 

I am, very respectfully and truly, 

Your oVt serv't, 

E. E. LEE, 

Gen'l. 



Since the foregoing narrative was written, 1 have se 
lished in the United States the following c 



C. W. BuTTOH, Esq., Editor Lynchburg Virginian: 

Sir — I liave received a communication from the "War Department, Adjutant 
General's Office, relative to a newspaper elip, containing a copy of General 
Lee's letter to General Early, on removing him from command. The letter is 
dated Headquarters 0. S. Armioa, March 30, addressed to Lieut. Gen. Early, 
Prsnklin 0. H., Tirginia, and is said to be in your possession, it having ap- 
piared in your paper. The Secretary of War considers thai the original letter 
properly belongs to the Archive Office. 

I am directed byMuj. Gen. Terry, commanding this Department, to procure 
said letter, and I therefore call your attention to the matter, and request that 
yop deliver to me the original letter in your possession, in Compliance with my 



I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

A. E. LATIMEK, 
Brevet Major and Cnptain 11th II. 8. Infantry, 

Commanding Post. 
This demand for General Lee'8 private letter to me, and the attempt to enforce 
it by military power, show how wide has been the departure from the original 
principles of the United States Government, and to what "potty and contemp. 
tible measures that Government, as at present administered, resorts in domi- 
neering over a disnrmed and helpless people. 1 have thepleasuae of informing 
the Hon. Secretary of War, and the keeper of the " Archive Offlce," that the 
original letter is in my possession, beyond the reach of provost marshals and 
agents of the Freedmen's Bureau, or even Holt with his Bureau of Military 
Justice and Biiborners of perjury. 



The census of the United States for 1860, showed nn aggregate free popula- 
tion of 27,185,108 ; of this, 488,283 were free blacks, of which the larger pro- 
portion were in the Southern Stale's; but it is not necessary to consider that 
element in this estimate, though to do so would make it more favorably for the 
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Confederate States, Of the atove 27,185,109 of free population, there were in 

*;ie States forming the Southern Confederacy. asfollowE; 

Alatama 529,164 

Arkansas 824,323 

Florida 78,636 

Georgia 595,097 

Ken tacky „ 930,223 

Louisiana 376,913 

Mississippi 354,699 

Missouri -1,058,352 

Korth Carolina 681,586 

South Carolina 801,271 

Tennessee 834,083 

Texas 420,651 

Virginia. 1,105,196 

Aggregate 7,570,224 

Kentucky undertook to assume a neutral position, but she was soon overrun 
by Federal troops, and her government and a very large proportion of her 
population took aides with the North. Those of her citizane who were rot awed 
by Federal bayonets, formed a State government and joined the Confedoracy— 
many of her young men going into the Confederate army ; but in fact, what- 
ever may have been the sympathies of the people, her moral inHuence ai well aa 
the benefit of her physical strength were given to the Federal Government* 
The legitimate Government of MiEsouri sided with the South, as very proljably 
did the majority of her people, but slie was also overrun at a very early stage 
of the war by Federal troops, and her legitimate Government subverted by 
force ; and the benefit of lier resources and physical strength was^ikewise given 
theUnitedStatos,notwith»tanding the faetthatalarge number of her men joined 
the Confederate army. Perhaps the number of men added to the strength of 
Confederate army from Kentucky and Missouri, did not eiceed the accession to 
the Federal army from "Western Virginia, Eastern Tennessee, and some other 
of the Southern States, and that, in estimating the relative strength of the two 
parties at the beginning, it would be proper to reject Kentuclty and Missouri 
from the estimate of the Confederate strength. The free population of these 
twi States amounted to 1,988,675, and without them there would be left on the 
Confederate side afree population of 5,581,649 against a similar population of 
21,608,460 on the Feleral side, which would make the odds against us very 
nearly four to one ; but I will divide the population of these States equally 
between the parties, and this will give a free population of 6,676,937 Confed- 
erates, against a similar population of 20,609,172 Federals, which makes the 
od3s more than three to one against us in the beginning, wjthout considering 
the fact that the Northern people had posssssion of the Government, with the 
army and navy and all the resources of that Government, while the Confederate 
States had to organize a new Government, and provide an army and means of 
supplying it with arms as well as eveiything else. Notwithstanding this im- 
mense odds against us, I presume there is scarcely a Confederate, even now, 
who doesnotfeel confident that if it had been, "hands off and a fair flght," 
we would have prevailed ; butan immense horde of foreign mercenaries, in- 
cited by high bounties and hope of plunder held out to them, fioclted to the 
Federal army ; and thus was its size continually growing, while the Confed- 
erate army bad to rely on the original population to keep up its strength^ Any 

n of troops from Maryland was more than counterbalanced liyl^Q^>*lWlC 
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twnad from Weatern Virginia bj the Federflls, without counting East Tennessea 
or other quarters. The Federdl Government was not Eatisfied with recruiting 
its army from abroad, but, as the country was overrun, the Southern negroes 
were forced into its service, and thus, by the aid of its foreign mercenaries and 
tlie n^ro recruiU, it was enabled finally to exhaust the Confederate army. 

To show the immense strength of the Federal army, the following extracts 
are taiien from the report of the Federal Secretary of War, Stanton, which 
was sent to the Congress at its session beginning on the first Monday in De- 
cember, 1865, In that report he says : 

■' Official reports fchow that on the 1st of May, 1864, the aggregate national 
military force of oil arms, officers and men, was nine hundred and seventy 
thousand seven hundred and ten, to-wit : 

Available force present for duty 662,345 

On detached service in the different military departments ...109, 348 

In field hospitals or unfit for duty 41,266 

In general nospitats or on sick leavaat home ' i^ 

Absent on furlough or as prisoners of war ?Hog 

Absent without leave l(t,iS6 

Grand total 9'0."0 

" The aggregate available force present for duty May 1, 1864, was distributed 
in the different commanas as follows ; 

y Department of Washington 42,124 

Army of the Potomac ^^"' on 

Department of Virginia and North Cirolina 59,139 

Department of the South 18,166 

Department of the Gulf 61.86S 

Department of Arkansas 23,66S 

Department of the Tennessee ■ r',m 

Department of the Missouri elni 

Department of the Northwest ^^t» 

Department of Kansas a-c 

Headquarters Military Division of the Mississippi 4i6 

Department of the Cumberland , 119,948 

Department of the Ohio ^M'.„ 

Northern Department ■ »'°f^ 

Department of West Virginia 'oio 

Department of the East - 2,828 

Department of the Susquehanna 2,970 

Middle Department I'l^T 

Ninth Army Corps o'aIa 

Department of New Mexico °<^^J 

Department of the Pacific ■• °'^*^ 

Total 662,345." 

And again : 

'■ Official reports show that on the 1st of March, 18S5, the aggregate military 
force of all arms, officers and men, was nine hundred and sixty-five thougand 
five hundred and ninety-one, to-wit: 

Available force present for duty 603,598 

On detached service in the different military departmontB.. 133,688 

In field hospitals and unfit for duty - 35,628 

In general hospitals or on sick leave ^^^'tar 

Absent on ftirlough or as prisoners of war I'tat 

Absent without leave ■ Iw.oBa 

Grand aggregate ..ui.« 966,691 
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